The end of the Second World War in The Netherlands

On the 5" of May 1945 the German Forces in the Western Netherlands
surrendered in a brief ceremony in an hotel in Wageningen, to the Canadian
Generals Charles Foulkes, and George Kitching (both on the left).




The English & German text of the surrender document:
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1 4Alle Ikfen unterstsllten Truppen
verblelben in ikre

1 All troops under your command will .-
remain in their present loca:lon. You
will be held personally reapensibla

n gagenwlirbipen

for their diselpline and that na 2tellungen. 21e sind persinlick
mavemont of your treops, efther rﬁr lhre Dizzlplin verantwsrtlich.
Individuslly or otherwise, takes Gle sind personlish verchtworilish
E}HI without authority from the agch daflly; dess keins Bewegung

1i=4 Head?uartars specified in

paragraph 1/
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¥ou will provide if accordance with

the forme te be feliversd to you tha
following information together with

demandeds=

any obther information now or later

{a)

{b)

(e)

(4}

fa)
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detailed order of battle of yeur
Command, location of all
subordinate wnlts, headquarters
&:ﬂ.ﬂ:T thair utrangti.

theé maintenance plan of your
command together with an estlmate
ol the smount of Lood, petrol,
0il, lubricents, medizal supplies
and, forsgs under your sontral.

8 plun af all minafields, nreparad
danalitions of gll trpes and other
obstacles to acvement and a report
of the econdition of rouiés end

other ¢smmunlestions in your area.

tha layout of yoor aiznal
gomnunications, datail of codes
and eipher syskama.

infermstleon of tha number, by
nationalitiss and locs:ions, of
United Nztiens personnse]l wiesher
prisonerz of war or eivilian
intesrness in your area, This
inforoation willl be provided at
1500 hears & May.

your wespan, vehiels and animal
stotes.

the Lodatlions and holdings of all
allitery installatlons, domps
depota and parks in Four arss.

Tou will be respensible for the

azcuracy of the Inforpation you glve

apud

the d2liver¥ ~f apeh information

within tho prasaribad time 1imits,
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Inrer Truppenm, entweder eizeln
cder in Gruppen, chne die
Conahmlgung des in paragraph 1F
gtnannten alliferten Gefschtsstand.
a5 statifindet.

Sle geben, den Thnen noch iu
uberreichenden Formularen gemfiss,
die folgenden Ausklinfte, =cwis
weltares Auskiinfte, dle jetzt oder
spiter von Thnen verlangt werdeni=-

ta) fusrMliche Schiachterdmmg
aller Ihrer Einhelten,
unterstallien Einheiien und
efechtsstinde ond 1hre Stilcke

{b) Der Instandhaltungsplan Inrep
Einhelten und sehiteunpgewsizer
Bericht fiber d41e Mengen von
Verpflegung, Sprit, 0Os1
gchmiernitteln, medizin*schlm
Yorrdten omd Futter, die Ihnen
eur Verfulng stehsn,

(c} Bine Aufasdichnung sllap
Hinenfelder, vorberaitetan
gprangu.ng-an und sonstipen
erkehrshindernisse, und
einen Berioht Uber den Zustand
Ton Sbrassen und andsren
Verkehrswegen in Thres Oablet,

(4) Bing genage Beschreibung Thres
Haehrichtanwessens und
Einselhelten lbar Chiffrer und

(e) Aushunft fiber dia Zawi
SEtaatsangohdripgheit un
Mafenthaltzort, voa
Gtaatsangehorigen der Varoin-
lzten Natfionen, gleiehelitig
ab Xrilegspafangone pdor
divilinternisrta, Ther das .
vorrige wird am 6.ded m 1600
Uhr benachrichtizt,

fnach

(f} ¥af en = Fahrzeug - mmd
Tlerbastands,

(z) Ortangabe wad Inventar sllsr

Ihrem Geblet befindlichan

militariathen Einrichtangen,
Lager, Depota und Parke,

8is 2114 wersntwertlish fie dfe
Richtighalt der wen Thren gemacht
2n Auglfinfta wnd fir dis
Einrelchung diessr Ansicfinfte in
der Iestgesebzien Frist. -



Later that day, the Minister’s
Grandfather, Dr P S Gerbrandy,
Prime Minister of the Dutch
Government in Exile in London,
broadcast an address to the Dutch
people, and a small extract is below.
The text comes across as rather
archaic today.

Compatriots,

The almost 5 years of occupation are ended. The German empire with its
criminal rulers, which tried to murder their Dutch neighbours, has been
defeated. The German secret police does no longer lurk around your homes
and streets. Thou hast been delivered. ...

Thou art free! Your liberation has been bought through blood and sweat, and
fear and hunger. ...

Thou art free, to welcome back lovingly, the prisoners of war, and those who
were deported...

Thou art free, to re-establish the institutions of the state, as the arbitrary rule
of the occupier, who clothed his injustice in a cover of alleged legality, has
been defeated...

Long love the Queen.
Long live the Kingdom of The Netherlands.



