
The end of the Second World War in The Netherlands

On the 5th of May 1945 the German Forces in the Western Netherlands 
surrendered in a brief ceremony in an hotel in Wageningen, to the Canadian 
Generals Charles Foulkes, and George Kitching (both on the left).



The English & German text of the surrender document:



Later that day, the Minister’s 
Grandfather, Dr P S Gerbrandy, 
Prime Minister of the Dutch 
Government in Exile in London, 
broadcast an address to the Dutch 
people, and a small extract is below. 
The text comes across as rather 
archaic today.

Compatriots,

The almost 5 years of occupation are ended. The German empire with its 
criminal rulers, which tried to murder their Dutch neighbours, has been 
defeated. The German secret police does no longer lurk around your homes 
and streets. Thou hast been delivered. …

Thou art free! Your liberation has been bought through blood and sweat, and 
fear and hunger. …

Thou art free, to welcome back lovingly, the prisoners of war, and those who 
were deported…

Thou art free, to re-establish the institutions of the state, as the arbitrary rule 
of the occupier, who clothed his injustice in a cover of alleged legality, has 
been defeated…

Long love the Queen.
Long live the Kingdom of The Netherlands.


