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Mtnts:reRs:-The Revd. D. W. RurspRFoRD, M.C., B.D., The Manse, Aberdour
The Revd. Roscnr C)seonne, B.D.

Session Clerk-l{r R. M. Walker, Eden Cottage, Seaside place.
Clerl< to the Congregational Board-
Treasurer-Mr J. Darvson Macfarlane, C.A., Braefoot, Easter Aberdour.
Proclamations Officer-Mr R. C. Lyon, park View, park Lane.

Tue Mlnse,
Aeenooun,

I

January,1956,
.lVIy Dg.{n FRrnxns,

It is intended that tbis. Con_gregational Letter should be in your hands before the Annual Generalll,eeting, wtrich tal'cs place in the Ch-urch Hall on FriJay,2lth Februaiy, at 7 p.m. The last prs" .ontrin" unAbstract ol Congrcgational Accounts and uill cnable jou to get somL itlea of the financial'pilblems of ourcongre8ation and to ask questions, should that be neclssary, 5f our Treasure. ,i the -"Lilncl W" hr,u" 
^l.oprinted an account of ou.r giving to .the Schemes of the Church una lo oir.,". ;i,;,t;;i.;;;anisations. The

!su.es given.-there are the total.givings .from the congregation ana inclu,ie lir" si;i&;';ath-;;;;;;i;;ti.r;-the.Sunday Sghools, the Bible Classes-,.the Youth FelibiGhip and, of 
"ou.s", 

trrE Wjmant -Criia. you willnotice that €558 is a very h.igh proportion of .our total givin'gs, bui you *ill not lo"get tfr^t fr-."" in Aberdourand. Dalgety yg arg exceptionall),. fortunate in receivirig aid' towaris the stipend 3i tii. 
-mir[ter 

and theAssistant, and for the repair of .Fabric to over €800 a y'ear. .Were it "ot-to.'"-tti",-*h; ;;;^;lf1i 
"rfi-^"legacy-from the past, we should be an "aid receiving congregation.', No one 

"h.;iJl;;;i"" Itlr1 *. ourselves
are self-supporting; that our weelily offerings come anywht.Jnear meeting ou"y"".iy 

"*f?nJii".".. The Co.ngregational nl-eet-ing .is alrvays o .fuppy_ occasion. . Our business is got over without wastingti,.re; tea wrll be served by the l-aties of the Guilo,^i,ia.th"., we.give_ourseiu;;;r;; 6-;;;;"i;;;a;.;;";;a
gar-nes and dancing an ev_ening when rve can meet in fe11or,",shi[. I hope our new members wilTfeel th;t thia
l-"^ii .!P9f:-ti1y, qrgvtO,e"a by the congregation, as was the social ln Octo6er, to enable them to meet and get toknow other members. If you are unable to be at the mectjng by 7.p.m. there is no reason at all whyy;;"i,;ui;not drop in any time d.uring the evening. It is planned for"mlmbers ona tt-,",auit"-*,to *o."trip *;ti, 

".. Ifyou are a newcon'ler and not yet a member rve give you a warm invitation.

"^ ^ J.!"i: ll! Tuny things on which I might ^comment in this letter, but there is not room for them all. One,however, rvhrch I must refer t_o, i1 the magnificent result of the Sale of Work in December. €Bl0 was mostsa.tisfactory. The women of the Guild and all who helped are to be "o"g*tufri"a---t-h" ;;;;r of the saleu'rll enable us to go ahead u,ith many urgent repairs to our fabric.
Evcr since St. Fillan's Church uas rcstored. it has lacked a proper Vestry and the public conveniences

y!i:h"9ysl,--,o_ be part o.f eny church hrrilding. The late Mr Wallace'oi wt ii.i,;il l"f;;-.Iri;;;.y to be setasrde^for that purpose. Mo,re rece.ntly, A{iss Ilean, a.devoted member of St, Fillan's Church,left €100 to boththe C^ongregation a.nd the Woman's Guild with the intention that it b; 
"p"ni 

i" -onn""ti."'i"liiitrr^t 
Church.The.Congrega.tional .Board have decided to unite those trvo funds and to io ahead this;p;i"g;;d.;ppit;h;;

has.been Iacliing.. _A.memorial to [{r Wallace stands on the wall of the C'irurch,'".a tfriJi"p'ri}'ind extensionto the Vestr5' rvill help us to remember nliss Lean, a very devoted and loyal -"*f". "i 
t-ir"-Cfrurci anci theGuilJ.

The Kirk Session met.on the first Sunday of the New Year to say farewell to Mr Bailey who has beenour assistant for the last eight months. A small plesentation rrrs -iae to t1;."r.--r"1*'p'.ression of the
:glJ":iili"_._.f the congrega.tion for his services on'a SunJay ,rJ til" *oift r--."grtifr?y"'rIfp""pr". W"'tvtsh him success in his studies, and happiness to him and his family when thcy icturn tL thetnitia Stetesof Anlerica.

-T9 tlr Osborne, who succeedg him, rve give_a very warm welcome. We hope that he will soon makefriends. in the. congregation and we are sure t'hat he has sorrr"it-ring to contribute i6 boit tr. *or.r-,it;r; ;;fellowship in Aberdour and Dalgety.
Dr. Wilkinson's letter speaks for itself. We hope that it will not be long before he is able to come overand address the congregation and, more import:rnt perhaps, to get to know us aid lve him.

. Looking back or-er this letter it seems to be too full of finance and such things-not reallv vervimportant.compared^with God's love and mercv and the work which-ii"r-ra"gio'enr"i"i.;"-rf.-s'i,";,,ri
the eternal Gospel of Jesus Christ.

I am,

Yours sincerely,

DAVID W. iiUTHERFORD.
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List of Congregational and Organisations' Allocations in 1955
I. TO SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.

Maintenance of the Ministry ...
Foreign Missions
Aged and Infirm Ministers
Church and Manse Buildins
Colleges and Education for the Ministry
Colonial Churches
C-ontinental Churches, etc. (including Calvin Auditorium €t)
Highlands and Islands
Home Mission
Jewish Mission
Social Service
Temperance
Youth and Education
Women's Foreign A{ission
Women's Home Mission
Women's Jewish Mission
Chaplains to H.M. Forces
Public Worship and Aids to Devotion ...
Scots Memorial, Jerusalem
Church Extension-National Appeal
Hut and Canteen W'ork for Her Majesty's Forces ...
Ladies' Highland Association
Joint Committee on Refugees
Kenya Rehabilitetion Appeal
W.G.NI., Kalimpong
Woman's Guild Central Fund

€r00 1 I
10050
16 I 0
300
300
2 110
7 0 0
500

2000
50()

55 5 0
100

12 10
25 lr I
15 ll s
t5 16 8
r 00
100
300

6200
15 0 0
220

10 0 0
500
-1 00
l5(i

€191 10 7

2. TO OUTSIDE OR,GAIIISATIONS.
United Society for Christian Literature
National Bible Society of Scotland
British Sailors' Society
The Mission to Lepers "..
Oid trolks'Party
World Council of Christian Etlucation ancl World Sunday School

Association
Earl Haig trund
A1l Scotland Crusade
Waldensian Missions Aid Society
Dr. Williinson
The Orphan Homes of Scotland

t,
ll
2

12
4

20
Bl0
50
lll

14 I
20

20
70
20
70.l 0

0
I
0
0
4
0

€66 l1 5

Letter from Rev. JOHH WILKINSON, M.8., Ch.B., Kenya.

Furlough Address:
32 ARDEN Srnnnr,

EorNsuncu, 9.

Dear Friencls, 
January' lg56'

As you u,ill see froru the address I am norv at home on leave in Scotiand. I left Kenva in November.
My wife and faniily had preceded nre in the sumrrer so that the children could arrive in reasonable weather and
Patrici4 could begin school in September. So they were here to u,elcome me when I arrived.
. Much.h.as happened during my last tour in Kenya, and one result of this has been that the problems have
become well known in Scotland. If I were asked to state what rvere the most significant happenings in our
Mission work in Kenya in the past few years, I think I r,vould mention three:

1. The continued spread of the Revival movement.
2. The rise of the Mau [Iau.
3. The re-organisation of our ,&lission worL in Kenva.

.Previ-o,usly I told you something of the Revival Movement rvhich rvas slowly spreading through the
Church.in Kikuyulend. It has continued to spread and to demonstrate in a remarkabli rvay th-at it is indeed
th.e 'rvork of^the Holy Spirit. The excesses which were seen at the beginning are now ra.eiy s"en, and those
who under God are rcsponsible for the direction of the movement are showinga wise restraiit in guiding the
enthusiasm u'hich is so'marlied a feature of the movement of revival. The"movement has had "a proiouna
effect on the worh of ali our mission stations, though it is still not fulJy accepte<l bv all the leaders of the Church.In the 

^be.ginning no one could have foreseen that this Rivival 'Movenrent was God's providential
preparation of the__Churchirnd..Hq pe.ople for the onslaught of the Devil which r,vas to come, Oneif the early
Church fattrers called the Devil "Goc1's-ape," anc1 in some respects the f,{au Mau movement may be regarCei
as the Devil'sattcmpt_to cony thc Rt'vival Moremcnt. lt was a revival of prinritive paqan practi. es'accom'panicd
by bestiel violence. I need not tell you much about the Mau Mau movcment. ' The Revival l\lovement was
hardly ever mentioned in the nervs, but the Mau Mau immediately became world news and still remains such,



The Church became the focal point of the Mau Mau attack and it underwent a severe time of trial and testing.
The points where resistance was greatest were those where the influence of the Revival rvas strongest. Th;
Church has come through this time reduced in numbers, but strengthenecl in witness, and it is nowTaced with
boundless opportunities for'service and for evangelism.

The face of the countryside in Krkuyuland has largely been changed by the nerv concentration of the
population into-big villages._ 

-ln 
ttre past each family hai'lived in its own honiestea<l, which was usually some

d.istance away. from its neighbour's.. The result is that our Church organisation has had to be adapted to
the nerv_social arrangement which is much more convenient for evangelism and pastoral work. The-Kikuyu
mind is, however, very conaervative and does not readily adapt itself to n1w situations. One new venture whith
we hope will begin early in 1956 is the sending of a mobile team into the villages with modern fllm and amplifying
e.q.uipment in order to reach the villagers with the Gospel and help in the great work of rehabilitation of the
Kikuyu people.
- __The main reorganisation of our Church and ,l!Iission work comes in February when, in the presence of

the Moderator of thC General Assembly, the Right Reverend Professor G. D. Hen"derson, all the work of the
Church of Scotland in East Africa will be united i-nto one as the Presbyterian Church of East Africa. We shall
then have united in one Church al1 races of Presbyterian Christiani in East Africa-Africans, Indians and
Europeans. In tlre ministry-of that_Church there wilibe representatives of each race too, for there has recently
come to work with us in Kenya the Reverend Din Dayai who is the first overseas missionary of the Unitei
Church of Northern India.
. Qo_ pray for Kenya. The situation there is much more under control from a rnilitary point of view, but

the social anC spiritual problems remain, and are at once a challenge and an opportunity to tie Church.
. I hope that I shall be able to meet some of you who support us by ybur prayers ancl in other ways, in

these months of leave in Scotland.
l'Iy rvife joins me in wishing you all a very Happy New Year.

Yours sincerely,
JOHN V/ILKINSON.

. BAPTISMS.
" Sufer the little cltildren to cortte nnto trLe."

2nd Oct.-Carole llary Baxter.
30th Oct.-Cecil James L),on.
25th Dec.-lan Alexancler Todd.

ADULT BAPTISM.
16th Oct.-Mrs Doris tr{cNair.

MARBIAGES,
" What God h,ath joined, togetlter, lct rtot nlan Put asunder."

lst Oct.-Charles Ailiman Nisbet to Jovce Aitken Arnott Smith.
l2th Nov.-James llorris \Vard to Rose tr{argaret Gibson.
lOth Dec.-Alexander Peter IlcKay I)rvis to Ann llccKay Ilacl(enzie.
lTth Dec.-Michael Charles Stuart Philip to Shirley Isabel Joirnston.
lTth Dec.-Gerald Edrvard Doidge to liosamond l{argery Flint.

DEATHS.
" Blessed are the dead v,iticlt die in t.lte Lard.''

18th Sept.*Mr Gibb. Srd Nor,.-[Ir Bolan.
29rh Sept.-i\Irs Stirling. lilth Nov.-[Ir l{elly.

ACCESSIOHS.
By Profession-

Miss Janet M. Bald, ,10 l3oreland Road, Inverke itiring.
trliss Elizabeth C. I. Balmain, 1ll.{ \\Iemyss Street, Ros1,th.
Miss Janet Freda Cibson, l7 Flillsicle Street, Inverheithing.
Miss Rose M. Gibsorr, 17 Hillsicle Strcct, Invcrlieithir.rg.
Mr Peter ilIacGjllivrav, 5ll Humbie Terrace.
Mr and lilrs f,IcNair, Reneville , Wcsterrcl.
Mr John f,lasson, 2 Humbie Tcrrace .

Miss Elizabeth Waddell, Croftgarrl. Cottages.

By Certi-/icate.-
]\Ir and I\rlrs R. S. Arthur, Seaclille House. .\,1rs Ersliine, Silr,er Sancis'ferrace.
Mrs Brorvn, St. Colme's Lodge. llr and XIrs C. A. [ilorris, 9 filanse Str"eet.
.\1r Gordon Camobcll. Blvthswbod. -\iiss Annc -\iorris.9 ]lansc Strr'ct.
Miss Bal,iry, Park Lanc.' llr an.l llrs Srrrith. St. Colme's Lodgc.
Mr and Mrs D. A. Chalrners, Willesdene. [Ir and Mrs A. Thomsorr, Police l'louse.
llrs S. Connell, Muirfield. Mr and lVlrs Wall, Craigrorvan.
Mr and Mrs Dunnet, Belmont. [L'anrl Mrs Watson, Station Hotel.
lllr Alexander Dunnet, Belmont,

By Resoluliotx-Mrs Bald, 40 Roreland Road, Inverlieithing,

Disjunctions-Mr and Mrs Davidson (Hillend) to Falkirk.
Mr K. Millar to Essex. l{r and Mrs Monteith to London
[Iiss Craig to Glasgorv, Mrs A, Downie to l-undin Links.
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