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Tsr tr4lr,isr:,
AeeRoouR, Frrs,

Febrrtary, tg1g.

Mv DeA,n FRreruos,

As i wrote the date at the head of this letter I realised that it was exactly ten years this month
since I was inducted as minister of Aberdour and Dalgety. Tbese have been happy yeari andi though I do not
p.ay much attention to anniversaries, I should like to expiess my thanks for all the tindne"s"s we haie received
through the years.

, T.h" .congregation is a ver.y different_one compared to that to which we came. The membership has
changed almost out of recognition. It will surprise you to learn that since 1949 we have admitted tb our
membership_ jus.t over five hundred new membels, while during that time we have lost just as many, two
hundred and eigh-ty-nine of whom receir.'ed disjunction certificates to go to other congregations and one hundred
and twenty-six of whom passed to their_eternal rest. When i mention that tlre membership this year was
returned as six hundred and. seventy-eight, you *'ill realise what a tremendous change there'has been in the
cornposition of the congregation.

. O_ne thing.l noticed from the annual return was that out of the six hundred and seventy.eight only four
hundred.and eighty-three $ere present at any of the three communions. This is most disturbingf I knbw, of
course, that in the one hundred and ninety-five'uho did not communicate there are a good mrny *"ho are elderly
and ailing and could not be expected to come; I know, too, that there are some whosd work prevents them from
attending l. I linow, too. that for a variety'of reasons it can happen that orre is absent from three communions
in succession; but it does give me food for thought and causei'me to wonder, not vr'ho they are, for of course
that is.known, but what it is that keeps them from coming to receive the saving graceaithe Lord'sTable?
What is it that holds them back or pievents them from joining in the Communionlr Fellorvship of the Holy
Spirit ?

.A,s in previous years we have received a number of letters from tbose u,ho have been associate<j with the
rvork here. Each one wishes to be rernembered to the congregation. Dr. George Lau,'rence is still associate
minister in the First Congregational Ch_urch, Rurlington, Vermont. Mr Wells is t&ching in Dickinson College,
9-ar.jisle_,.and l\4r Bailey in Dubuque University. Mr Osborne is very happy in St. Antrew's Kirk, St. Jofr'n,
N-8.. They all refer to their happy memori-es_of service at Aberdour zind Diigety. Like Mr Hasty,'Mr Biddle
who.is assisting u.s just now comes from S. Carolrna.--We are glad to have'iris services bothforieading us in
rv-orship and for the ins_truction of the young people. We are juJt sorry that his stay with us is to be so'short.
He leaves at the end of March for a trip'on tlie-contincnt before-returning to the Statis. We wish him and Mrs
Biddle well and hope.that they will soon he happily settled in a parish of iheir own.

Dr. Wilkinson, our partner-p1an missionary, wrote from Chogoria telling of the variety of work which
falls to a mission doctor there-medicine, surgery, dentistry, teachirrg, prcrching and many tther skills. As
you will notice from the list of our givings to the Schemes of the Church we-ient aboui €lzs towards his
9upport.. 

-Ihe Bible Class sent an additional €5 to him direct to enable him to purchase some instrument or
book which he could not get in the normal way.

.While, along.with the Sunday.School's interest in the work in Santalia in India, the work in Kenya
constitutes our main congregationa_l interest in missions, we must never forget that these are but a small pirt
of the whole. All mission is one wherever it is carried on, whether at home 5r abroad. Wherever it is, ont of
the greatest needs is for good literature. Here is an extract lrom a magaz.ine I received:-

"Everyvearmillionsof peoplearelearningtoread. Whatshall theyread? Themeansof influencingmass
opinion are beir.rg exploited by political and commercial bodies. 

- 
The Church should make the'iullest

possible use of literature in. its appro_ach to the minds and the souls of men. There is urgent need for
newspapers, magazines, boohs, pamphlets rrr simple and popular idiom, designed tocommend Christianity
to those outside the Church." ' '

This is the r,vork which is undertatrien by the United Society for Christian Literature to which the congregation
sent four guineas last vear.

Perhaps you are r'r'orried about the liind of magazine your boy reads. The Boy's Own Paper lvill be 80
years old this year. It w'as started by the Religious Tract Society because then as no*., -1f

"Juvcnile crime was bcing largely stimulated by the p$rnicious literature circulated among our lads. Judges,
magistrates, schoolm_asters, prison chaplains, and oifiers were deploring the existence oflhe evil and.nil;n!
loudly for a remedy, but noni seemed to be forthcoming."

The Society _undertook the task of pro<lucing a paper which should be sound and healthy in tone, and which the
boys w.ould _buy and read. Its. reputatioq as a- modern, up-to-date magazine for intelligent boys is still
u,nrivalled. In a recent popularity_poll in St. Helens, Lancashire, amongstleen-age boys th;B.O,P; came top
]gainst all other rivals. Trvelve shiliings a year from your newsagent.a"

Orrr own Church lVlagazine, l't-ij9 agi Worli," can.bedelivered to you monthly for four shillings per
ennum. Orders should be placed rvith Mr Clarke, Whitehall, Shore Road.
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Christmas is a long rvay back, but it is not too late to say how much the worship benefited, as it does
every Sunday, by the lead of the Choir, under Mr Guild. The Junior Choir of young people led our praise on
Sunday,2lst December, There are some promrsing young singers amongst them, and rve hope that they will
take tl're opportunity given thern in choral singing.

The Youth Fellorvship took the advantage of the 200th anniversary of the birth of Robert Burns to
arrange a nrght for the "over seventies." Besides doing some begging and borrowing they saved up their own
money to produce rvhat proved to be a very happy occasion. It was their own idea to do something for the
older folks. Perhaps modern youth isn't so bad after al1 !

On Sunday, l8th January, three new elders, Mr Armit, Mr Wall and Mr Welsby, rl,'ere ordained, and Mr
Arthur, who for many years was an elder in the Scots Church, Calcutta, admitted. Only one has been allocated
a district. [1r Welsby has taken r:ver Mr Dunn's district in Murrell Terrace. With the additional elders we
shall be able to cover the new houses as the5' are completed.

Dalgety Cirurch rvas built in 1830. It is at long last to get the conveniences which it ought to have had
when it u,as built. lt is a very beautiful church, and,iust recently the Children's Choir, through their concert,
raised sufficient money to provide a new pulpit fall and a table runner for the Communion table. This gift has
done much to beautify the Church.

In a recent inspection the depredation of the wood worm in the rafters of Dalgety Church was found to
be quite extensive. There is no danger at all for the roof is supported by massive beams, but it is not a thing
which can be allowed to go on unchecl<ed and in the not too distant future this will require treatment. It is
quite clear that we shall be a long time before we are able to overtake the long list of repairs which require
atten tion.

Our aim is to put this iea{Xet into all the homes of the district. I hope if anyone does not receive a copy
they will just asli. Sometimes in visitation I discover that there are a few people who think that one must be
a member of the Churcl'r befor'e one can come to its services. That is not so. The doors oI our Churches are
open to all who desire to worship God.

The Annual General Meeting of the Congregation has been fixed for Friday, 13th March. At that meeting
new members are elected to the Congregatronal Board. Think out those ladies and gentlemen who would be
most suitable for election; ask them if they would be willing to serve; and then come and nominate them. It
is essential that we have members on the Board representing every aspect of the congregation's life. After
the business we shall enjoy our usual fellowship of tea and song and games and dancing. Be snre you come.
You will enjoy the evening.

May God's blessing rest upon you all.

. Yours sincerely,

DAVID W, RUTHERITORD

Lrsr op CoNoReonrroNAL AND ORcluIsrtuoNs ALLocATroNs rN 195S.

l.--To Schemes of the Chureh

filaintenance of the Ministry ...
Foreign Missions
Aged and lnUrm tVlinisters
Church and Manse Building ...
Colleges ancl Education for the ,!linistry ...
ColoniaI Churches

,. Contrnental Churche s, etc..
Highlands and lslands...
Home Mission
Jewish Mission ...
Social Servi ce
Temperance
Youth and Education ...
\Vomen's Foreign ]lission
Women's Home Mission
Women's Jewish Missron
Women's Temperance Association ...
Chaplains to H.,\1. Forces
Publrc Worship and Aids to f)evotion
Scots Memorial, Jerusalem ...
ChurchExtension-NationalAppeal ...
Hut and Canteen Worh for H.NI. Forces...
i.adies' H ighland Assocration
The Comrrrrttee on the Order of Deaconesses
Relugee Service...
Esdaile Ce ntenary Fund
Glasgow Lodging House Mission ...
Woman's Guild Central Erpenses Funcl ...

.9516 7 3
66 ls 0
4500
il700
ll 11 0
400

s680 t3 3

i

!i60 0
r15 5
297
30
lJ0
3 l0
t- 10
50

350
50

597
10

L}

0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
8
8
I
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

25 ll
t5 1r
15 r6
t0
l0
10
40

I 16 I
15 0
22
10

390
l0
10
110

W h e r e o f c o n t r i b u t e d o r, - $u.;#:."g lBff I 
u 

", I l.
Youth Fellowship
Aberdour Sunday School
Dalgety Sunday School
Bible Class

€680 l3 3



2.-To Outside OrSlanlsations.
United Society for Christian Literature ...
National Bible Socrety for Scotland
British Sarlors' Society
r\lrssion to [-epers
Aherdour Old People's Committee ...
World Cor.rncil of Christian Education and Sunday School Association
Parl Haig Fund ...
Waidensian Missions Aid Society ...
The Scottish Councrl for the Care of Spastics
Commonwealth Youth Sunday
Quarrier's Homes
I).. wiikinson ... ... ... ... ...

e4 4 0
14 20
220

ll l1 0
I 17 0
200

15 7 6
850
I l0
100
200
500

€7696Whereof contributed b), :-Congregational Boarcl
\\'ornan's Guild
Yciuth Fellorvship
Aberdour Sundav Sclrool
l)rllct)' Srrr:,iar S, lr,,,,l
tsible CIass

----gl- e

PULPIT TI'IBUTE TO JOHN N. BARR.
John Barr was first ordained and admitted to the^.elcJership in.Dalgety Church on 1st March lgsl and,thoug! a few years late^r he was compelled to_resign hrs office ten:porarily oi rlcouni.i iiit 

"rtiir,li is from thatdate that his service of the Church 6egan. In th-ose days it was itill thd custom rvhen an "la"iiesiaea out*lif,the boundrs of the parish to which lr" -tf" being ordainerl that a certificale ot 
"trn.r"i". b; .;;;hil;"- the Kirli

:"..,t9.n, ot the ptrtsh tn whtch he haci hrs residence. in our own minutes tl-rere is an extract df a letter sent bythe Ktrk Sesston of St. Pete_r's.Chu-rch, Inverkeithing, stating "that they apr,rove of Mr Barr,s election to ourChurch and parish and that he is of.good characterind eligible for th6 oifi""o1"ia"".u;.;-iam sure thattribute paid so many years ago rvoulcl b_e endorsed tq-day,,r"ot only by those amongst r.,to'- h" tiu"a in Inver-keithing, but by al! conn-ected \\Iith thrs church here. He r,r'as indeed a'man of good?hu.u.i". rni on" who was
Tosj eiigible for the office of.eldership. His religion spread through the ;h;l; oi hi" Irf" rnJ r. u MasterCraftsmarr his grcat jov rvas in a thing rvell done. 

' 
He was r.iclelv risnecred and t igirf y-hnn"ried for his skilt.He gave go-oc! a_nd generous service to his church and_was al'r'ays'more than willing io !ive of his orvn time andexperience for the beautifying -of. the Sanctuary. A faithful eider, he *as consciefiti"r.ft ;" ,it it,1, tjuties of theofficc, whcthcr by his visiting of his district, his ittendance at Kirk Sessron meetings, his bearing at Comnrrn;on-,or hts regular_ presence at the church door. Though ha.ving to_travel a1l the *ryT.om Inr,erke"irhing, on manyoccasions in those last vears he uas .at rvorship w-hen he iould have u""n *iJ.iui hi" ,;. ;;'h;v! stayed alhome." He pnsses.sed.q..t:"p personal faith ani it is rrot too-,"r.iilo1iy that hi;;hoi; tidi-*I*."nt.ed in hislovc ol the Church. His last illness,was a long and trying one. and I wilinot forget my visit to him a fortnighior so before he died how, lying helpless as he-was, hii whole face lit up as I brou-ght ni*.Jo f,i* of f.,i. friends:rt Dalgety and of the inrprovemcnts contemnlated on the CIlurch. '

. We deeply regret th.at_Mrs Barr, rvho'was his constant companion throughout the l.ears should herself beso frail and clouded in mind, but our sympathy goes out to his ion and frill't;;iih-;d;;;;lt;""entty theymade their home.

BA,PTISMS.
" Sttffer the little children to come unto Me.',

26th Oct. Suzanne Joyce Johnston l6th Nov. Laura Jane McKenzie
,, Lindsay Margaret Webster ltth Jan. William Latto

E40 6
0
0
0
0
0

4
6

l0
0
9
0

I
ti
,1

4
5

30th Aug
lth Oct.

2nd Sept.
lSth Nov.
1st Dec.

25th Dec.

MARRIAGES.
" What Gotl ltotlt joitred together. let ttot tr.tttt. pu,t trsuttler...

Ien c. Kerr to El'ira A. Cabrellr 27th Dec. \\'rrliam Harper to r\Iary B. Bald
Edivarci N. llarsh to Sheena W. Spence lOth.lan. I)onelri F. Crliffin to Alii,e.l\Ici-aren.

DEATHS.
" Blessed are the dead v*h.ich di.e in the Lord.'

Miss Malcolm, Castle Terrace
Mr McLaren, Oatridge
Mr Barr, Inverkeithing
Mrs Arnos. West En,l

2nd Jan
l2th Jan.
lgth Jan.

Mr Butters, The Institute
l\{r Carmichael, Murrell Terrace
lllrs Methven, .l\)lurrell Road

|!!ss,l9a.n Bard., Hilrwoocl, Mu.rreu oolutt"t'o-t'-tfl.:;"i:;,"ii"*"r,.,",e, BraefootMissll.eleg_colman,2gHumbieTerrace fiIissMargarltAr;;M;;k;nzie-,-MurrellRoad
Miss.Rita.Dryburgh, Rose cottage nriss Dallas Nni.;,4;J;;h;; -D;i;;ty'-" ''
Mrs Harvieson, Hawkcraig Road Miss Sheila nrrr"it. Ha.r"ri.,n - '

By Certifi.cate-
Mr Robert Birnie,c/o_Malcolm, castle Terrace Mr and Mrs J. c. Lairllaw, wellside
Mrs Henderson, Hawlcraig.Road ,_ M."U"i"iv*, iiiorayvale
Mr tdwin Henderson, Hawkcraig Road Mrs D. M"t";;,1 Morton place
Mrs Johr.ston, Old Manse Mr and iVtrs W. Nelson, i Hawkcraig RoaaMr and Mrs Andrew [-atto, tr{orayvale Mr and Mi" Ju."s St ;ph".d" tl\,I;;;y;;;[

By Resolution-
Mr and t\Irs H. fiIacgregor,34 Hurnbie Terrace [Irs M. G. Henderson, Clachaig, Seaside place

DisT'urtctions-

1,4. 
J*hl .H^utchison, Hille.n4 to Liverp-ool. Mr and Mrs G. McNair, Hun:bie Terrace,Mr Da_vrd-Andersol,. Hogh Street, to .Maidstone to Kyle of Lochalsh

l{."W.trIurdoch, Pleasants Cottage -- ^ Mrs D. P-. Or.rfiltllEaster House, to Spean BridgeMr W. Turnbull, Humbie Terrace, to U.S.A. Mr and llrs,loin MLthven to Brlniislanh--lllr Ian Rore, Shore Road, to London



ABSTRACT of INCOME and EXPENDITURE for Year to 5'lst December, '1958.

1.-GENERAL FUND.

I 957 Il,tcoue
Collection :-

Church Collections
Weekly Freewill Offerings ...
Special Collections
Donations
District Collection
Assembly Funds

Net proceeds of Competitions
and Concert:-

Dalgety Children's Concert ...
Treasure Hunt, Barbecue and
Dance
Country Dance...
Golf Competition

Trust ]nvestments:-
For Stipend-,, - e;I"r;f"nt Fund... :..
,, Assembly Funds ...
,, Sunday School
,, Other Church Purposes"."

i 958 ExpeNoltuRu

At-t-ocrrroNI oF FUNDS :-
Assembly Funds:-

Maintenance of Ministry
Fund ... *160

Other Schemes of the Church 356

8482
38 Outside Organisatir';ns

!520
350

298

s408
104 I

77
113
30

Enoz

,fi470 5 0
1379 3 I

62 15 3
s8 13 10

,JJ/O
40 10 l0

- 

*2074

1957

9ts7
345

1958

l,JCtr I I y

47500

318 18 0

t2292 t0 7
47625

!2768 13 0

I 9s8

€386 lo lt
388 l0 I

16 2 €516
.10

00

IJ

46

€2s00 Nlinrster's Stipend (part of)
Salaries of C)rganists, Church Officers and

Cleaner
UpLeep of Churches, etc.:-

Rent, Taxes, lnsurance and
Feuduty ... €151 5 5

Heating, Lighting and Cleaning I58 I 2

Repairs and Upkeep (other than to Fabric)...
Printing, Stationery and Publicatjons
Nliscelianeous :-

Communion Expenses €11 6 I
Assembly, Synod and

Presbytery Dues ?7 l5 0
Telephone 22 19 5
'Lqtndrry Expenses 12 12 I

Benevolent Fund ...P;t;";i;i; Suna,v S"t uot
Transferred to Fabric Funtl

21

102
I

35
5
9

14 l.{ 0
7 | 0
176

02 16
u t0

3,1 16
95
818

46 2 6 146
158

10
I
5
o

1t

-rtz I

tti I

t2$ I

104

I
250

47
19
43

164 7 t0
lll 18 S

108
tr54

lrdi
AH
50

27 Rents

€1903
471 Balance brought forward

i957

3200

8463
189 Balance brought foru'ard

2652

Balance brought forrvard

5,.^,{'.),)oq
469

52
7 I0 il

{
0
0

s
5
0

Incoms.

Grant from General Trustees ...
Net proceeds of Sale of Work at Dalgety
Donations ...
Collections...
Trust lnvestment-For Repairs
I nterest
Transferred from General Fund

2.-FeenIC FUND

7957

t240
412

€2768 13 0

€362 l2 5
412 8 7

€190s
469 Balance on hand ..

Expendi
Balance

Expali ott u t<t:

ture on repails to Itrabric
on hand ...

228
22

7
6

I 958

€000
5300
7 10 0

33 r3 r0
7 23

Il 6 4
25000

!,7t5 l 0 8612 2773 1 0

3.-Ornrn
€6000

FUNDS,

Repaid to Baird 'frust €6000

-
ilote.-The foregoing I:inancial Statements are abstracts of the transactions and funds

of the Congregational Board only.

J. DAWSON MACFAIILANE, C.A., Treasurer

2-lth Januar),, 1959.-Auclited and found correct.

IAN M, STI]WART, i

J, P. AT,iOS. i
A r:tl itors,

t2374 *2374


