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My Dear Friends,

Tas Manse,
AeeRooun, FrRe,

June, tg60

The Church of Scotland Stewardship and Budge-t committee has just made available to all members ofCongregational Boards a small pamphlet on christian"st"*a.J,r,ip. i-r..fir,rt the ideas 
"ootuin"J-i, it ought tobe made al'ailable to every membe,r of the congregutio", unJ ,o l.rGrJ-.t my usual letter I have condensed itand adapted it for our own use' My hope is thit you may find it, as others have done, u .rr"ry-.tilrruting influ-ence upon your own Christian thinking.

May God's blessing rest upon you.
fours sincerely,

DAVID W. RLNHERFORD.

L
"Christian Stewardship-is the name given to a.movement, no, not a movement, just a new emphasis, atruly biblical emphasis, that has sprung up recently in a number oi'"o""tri"r. q"i," ,ilp1y, lt 

^"v u" describedas a challenge flung at everyone who ialls himself a christian i"-iuk;'; new look at three things he,s beengiven the use of-his

TII,{E, TALENTS and POSSESSIONS.
Now, why? why should this challenge be flung at him at this particular moment of the world,s history?"We1l one obvious reason is because more of us have 

^or" tr',ingr to be responsible for than ever beforein the world's hislory. If you don't know what I mean, take a look at ihe forest oi rv rnu.i, thit hur" g.o*,out of the roofs of ordinar:y folk in the last few.years. We can see by looking oot or tt" *irrao* tirut a greatmany more people than ever before have more things to us.e, and they are ue*ginning to ."ulir" rro* very, verygood God is, in filling their lives with so many interisting things.-- 
"

"'Most of us live in families, and in a wise family, father and mother pay careful attention together, as akind of team, to the three points which we now realise 
.are 

"""ti"il"^;tiiristian Stewardship,,. Mother and fathertogether by their natural right, feel it their dutv to see that TIME i; us.o wlsely in their family life. Johnny isnot going to get an) whele in life.if,-when he is still u ."r,oortoy,1"ir."t.u1oirg to fritter away his evenings. wiseparents ration out time-so much for home lessons, so much-for ths pictures, so much for games, and so on.So you see' we are halfway alreacly when we point out utr, tr," ";;h;. of Christian Stewardship, that fathertoo' as the time distributer of the family, shouid be sure that his orir. ti*" is properly rationed out as well.
. "The. same thing goes for TALENTS. Here again wise parents do all they can to help their childrendevelop their talents, whether it is playing the piano oi making .raio s"t.. But the wise parent, again, checksthe child that wants to sit all.day and nigirt at the piano, or- stiy ;;;;i"three in th; ;";;i;;"twiddting radioknobs' for he sees now that his child islearning to make selfish use of il*.. The best use of family INC,ME.too'.,is a familv affair. Not that young children could be expected io urGrstano all the claims there are on thefamily income, far less understand income tax. But mothei *o r.trr.i-*"rking together as a team of two, aremore and more seeing how right it is to plan together the spending oi 

"r..y 
p"nny that comes into the house, andlet the children see how necessary il is to save for holid"ys,;;in; a-"vr-";o the like.

"I am sure you realise by now what I am leading up to. Christian Stewardship, as a movement, confrontsthe family as a group, ratherthan challenges individuals] it;h"il";g;;-iuit"., -ott", ""a-"ii1ar"., together, asGod's idea of a human unit, to see their use of family ti*",. i;;il;-iuf",iL *o family possessions in the lightof what God erpects a christian family to do with-ihes; iti."^tiirg..'ch.i.riu, Stewzrrdship takes a mar ashe is' a rnember of a fan'riiy group' and challenges him anJ hi, i-;ily igether, not to get anything, not evento "get saved"' but to gi|e. git'e, give' to give &er mor" and still more of the familv,s time, talents, and poss-essions. trt says in effect: "It's about time you raised your sigirtq it l.ou want to shoot anything worthwhile inthe world".
"What's he to raise his sights to see? What a lot there is for him to see! In a year that we call ,,World

Refugee Year" there is no end to what the family- is ,st.J to-tut. ,'g."0 look at; e.g., the difterence betweentheir standa.d of living and.that of a European refusee ry;iy m i".g-"Iio,g, living it?ay bel., a rtra"t *aa"of cartons, the children's little bodies riddled with r.B. or"t"'rt l1;i.;io io g.,. fact that several hundred millionpeople in India don't possess a New Testament; or to the fact thai 
-"ii"-j.rtrr, 

.f ;ll iil;-g""a.^"r this worldbelong to one-tenth of the world's inhabitants-and 
..Scotland'" p""pf.-.* in that one_ten-th. Now our typicalfamily is asked-who do yotl think cares enough about those'Inal"nr-una Hong Kong refugees to do some-thing about them? Why-the Church of coursei

"Here people are presented. perhaps quite violently, with quite a new idea of the Church, that js, quite newto what most people think it is. It is the idea that the Church ir-not-.on...ned about saving its own soul (e.g.keeping the roof wind and watertight for the kiddies' sunday s.li.;l); L."rrrr. if it was, then it would not bethe Church, it would merely be a c1ub. It is not concerned vrith itself. It is not a recipient of money, it is al'ctssing On Agency. that keeps on. day in. day out. winter noa ,u-m.i-},otiauy tirnl;iG-.;"dir;heb to those

l
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BAPTISM
,'Sufter the litile chitdren to come unto Me.,,

William Beckingham Lyon. May 22 Archibald Graham MacAlister.Ronald Smith. JunL 5 Catherine Anne Gibb.Alan Robert Alexander. June 5 Elaine McKenzie Hynd.

MAR,AIAGES
" What God hath joined together, let not man put asund,er.,,

John Cuthill to Dorothy B. R. Wallace. May 20 Michael p. Anderson to pamela C. Baker,

DEATHS
" Blcssed, are the dead. which d.ie in the Lord..,,

_N!1 
R_obgr-ts9n, Dalgety Ho]1".. -. May 6 Mrs Buchan, Morayvale.Miss F. M. Mackie, Hillend schoorhouse. June 1 Mrs Millburn, rtiet s,."",.

r
iir need. perhaps quite near by in one,s own cities, pelhaps as far arvty, inrleed, as Hong Kon1. fh:. co::stantconcarn for other p:ople in need must cost the cfurch ro,r,.:i-,rf-in oui.rr"r: erpenses, irr it- i, not i_.e::irqmoney for itself' It is demanding, and quite rightly too, tnrt rr.'tui.-ou holest sha:e of try.ng to airc-..i.rtehuman suffering, ancl that is why it is aiways ready to ;.:i;; ;;";'-oi'|or, henclie it for you, and send ir orrto whe:'e it can do most good.

"l'he chui:ch is a passing-on agency' Then so is the honre a passing-on agency. For the congregarron rrmade uP of families in any- 
-local 

area. And every family h"r ;il; rra't i""tr and possession vzhich God has eir.cnthem to pass on to others..No family is so busy iirat it tras ti;; .;iy'ior"'it.*rt and cannot giu. .oi!'li;j'i;.others-for the lonely, and the aged and the stranger in the midsi-'No family is so untaiented that it cannotdevote some of those talents to help others besides thems"tu".. lio i"Lilv nr. so few possession that God didnot mean thern to pass-on some part of them to help thos" in-srtrJ,ng'r;a jn need.
"Here is the challenge which is presented to us all. ir4any have to relearn the significant gospel truth that-the marks of a christian are not all negative-that a christian i. not u *u, who doesn,t drink, doesn,t swear.doesn't.smoke. They-will have to realise that what has movJ it";trria'"u."s,,, who haven,t been in church foryears. but who are there now, is a new vision of what ir -."r.-t"'""1"] rt trr. new-comers don,t flnd the oldhands real1y caring, despite all their fine talk, they,ll never b" t;"1-;n-churcir asain.,,
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ACCESStt)riS - Ily profession_
Mr L. I - Roberts,._l Brock Street, N. eueensferry. Miss N. Bald, Salisbury Viilas.Miss J Fowler, Hillend. h{iss Janet Graham, 2l Humbie Terrace.
Yi* I' Henderson, Hillend. NIiss Zena Graham, 21 Humbie Terrace.Miss J. Inch, 15 Humbie Terrace. Ii{iss Jennifer Graham, ..Corriemar,,.
Miss 1\l[.-Hammond, Dalgety House. Miss A. M"I"IV.", ,.Tingha,', The Glebe.
YI, C. McKeating, Hillend. Mr and Ur. ptnt, 14 Main Street.Miss A. Arthur, "Seaclifie',.

Bg Certifi.cate-
Mr and Mrs william A1lan, "Benrinnes", The Glebe. Nrrs John cuthill, Manse street.Mr and Mrs Gerald Doidge, park Lane.

Disjunctions-
Kingham, to Farnborough.
Mrs James Mackenzie, to Edinburgh.

Miss Margaret Anne Mackenzie, to Edinburgh.
Mr and Mrs Latto, to Lundin Links.

Mr Ian
Mr and
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