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850th AN}JTVERSARY 850th
I u r celebrations of the 850th

: - - ,iersary of the earliest known date of
:-' church began on the first Sunday of
:-: year when the Moderator of the
r'.:sytery of Dunfermline and Kinross, the
: :. B, P. tVlackenzie, B.D., minister of St.

-. - -spd'5 Church, Dunfermline, brought
"-. ;ood wishes of the Presbytery to the
::^gregation for the year of
: --'.remoration. At the close of the service
-. d:dicated the new pulpit copy of the
',=,', English Bible.

: was decided that to celebrate the
-,:asion we should have a guest preacher
..,' month. The arrangements for the
; =:,al services are as follows:-
lfarch 1 lth

The Rev. David M. G. Stalker, tW.A.,
8.D., Lecturer in Biblical Studies at
the University of Edinburgh. Mr.
Stalker was minister of Aberdour and
Dalgety from 1940 - 48 and is well
known for his Old Testament
Scholarship.

rprll 15th

The Rev. Lawrence Johnstone,
m inister of Kirkcowan. Mr.
Johnstone's father, the Rev. Robert
Johnstone, D.D., was responsible for
the restoration of St. Fillan's Church
in 1926. Mr. Johnstone spent his
youth in the Manse at Aberdour.

,'lay 20th

The Very Rev. Hugh O. Douglas,
C.B.E., D.D., minister of St. Mary's
Church, Dundee. Dr. Douglas was the
Moderator of the General Assembly
in 1970.

June 1Oth

The Very Rev. R. Leonard Small,
O.B.E., D.D., minister of St
Cuthbert's Church, Edinburgh. Dr.
Small was Moderator of the General
Assembly in 1966.

June 17th

The R ight Bev. the Moderator, the
Rev. George T. H. Reid, M.C., D.D.,
minister of West of St. Andrews
Church, Aberdeen.

July 15th
The Rev. George Lawrence, Ph.D.,
minister of the First Congregational
Church, Burlington, Vermont. Dr.
Lawrence was as$istant in Aberdour
and Dalgety in 1952 - 54 and has
maintained a close interest in
Aberdour since then.

Though the main celebrations are

naturally of a religious nature, other events
have been planned.

THANKSGIVING-t_-.-

ln gratitude for your oi).-qpqd fortune _ _
you mu$t render in return some sbcrifice of
your life for other life.

Albert Schweitzer.

THE SALE OF WORK

Few members believed that it was
possible to add to the grand total achieved
in November, 1971, but with so many
willing workers and such generous gifts, the
su m of f 908 was raised. Thanks is
expressed to the ladies of the Guild, the
men of the Congregation. the teachers and
the children of the Sunday School and all
those who played a part in such a

successful venture.

COFFEE MORNING

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK

On Saturday, lAh May, 1973

from
10.30 - 12.30

in

the Church Hall

BRING AND BUY STALL

Tickets - 15p

OUR THANKSGIVING

As explained in a letter sent to members
and friends, the Congregational Board
decided that our celebrations of the 850th
anniversary should take the form of an Act
of Thanksgiving. There are very few who
are not aware of the privilege we enjoy,
worshipping in St. Fillan's Church - 'The
M iniature Cathedral' so perfect
aesthetically, and with such a sense of the
Presence - to enter is to worship. What
better thanksgiving could there be than to
raisq one pound
existance for those

its

the new housing areas of Scotland. We
hope that this main aim of our celebrations
will not be forgotten or overlooked in our
efforts to pay for the re-seating of the
Church, which is of course for our own
comfort and pleasure,

OUR NEW CHAIRS

lVlany of those who worship Sunday by
Sunday are not aware of the'poor
condition of the chairs upon which they
sit. A few of the chairs have already been
removed on account of extensive
w o o dworm; others are affected; great
numbers of them are missing spars and are

nail sick. Our Property Committee has been

aware of this for some years and has been

concerned particularly about the spread of
the woodworm. Each spring and autumn
smoke bombs have been let off in the
Church to reduce the chance of spread, but
as recently as last year, worm was
discovered at the back of the chancel stalls.

Ouite independantly of our 850th
celebrations, this matter was brought up at
the Congregational Board, so it was natural
that it was thought that this was the time
to take action and replace the existing
chairs, as it was obviously an undertaking
which could not be done bit by bit.

The Committee commissioned with the
task of finding a suitable chair made the
widest possible zurvey of the kind of chair

who have no c rch n

l



,'.- ch is being produced for churches such AN EXlllBlTlOnt
.,. o!r own, and which would meet current
' ": regu lations. One chair seemed to stand There is in private possession ;r nun:i;err
:-i smongst the others. lt had been g;Ven a of articles, furr:iture, !_r;;-ilt:e.r. il.jis,
):. gn Centre Award by the Council of rnal:,;cripr_s. etc.. reiating to ti:e i:istrr,r, ef-'i,sti-ial Design, and has an orig!nal the Chi_ii-r:ii and old Abertlor_:r. !t i: llperj
-.:hcC cf interlocking to produce rigid tc l:rin3 sonre of these together and ::iit': ,I',vhich will not'snake.' !t was felt that them cn displav in the Ch,.rrci-r Fiaii r-r-r:- I chair would 'fit in' to architecture of Saturday, 2nC June. l-lios* men.rbers ar-iil:: F illan's and that it would at the same f r-iends ,r.rho have such arricles and are
: -: be a comf ortable chair. The r,villing to lend thern for the day are asksrjl:-mittee was confirmed in its opinion by to get in touch with lVliss C. Vlaclauehlan,
:-: 'act _that other churches of similai fuin Cotrage- Uuru ug.'n,-:;,;-;
=-t qr.:ity had chosen this chair information will be given later.
:.:terbury Cathedrai and York Minster,
.-: that after six years of indecision,
':shington cathedral had ordered 3,000^ A HlsroRy oF THE cHURCH--:lght vuas given as to whether a padded

=:: !./as desirable, but it was felt that in a lt was thought that this Anniversary is:--rch which was open and unattended, an occasion which shoulcl be:- : might prove a liability. The Committee commemorated with a brochure which tells
: - Artistic ouestions approved of the the story of the church, and Mr.
:.s gn as being in every way suitable. The Rutherford has brought together what is
:-:irs will be of the same shade of medium known about the burilding from the earliest
:.<i as the pulpit and the communion times. 'The Story of st. F illan's church'
-: e, and the total cost is f2,500. we have will be on sale at the time of the main'-t:" able to save a considerable amount of celebrations.
-l-ey by placing our order before 31st
I : c e m ber, 1972 and bef ore the RECITALS---':duction of Value Added Tax. We plan
:: nstal and dedicate the new chairs on IVr. Clifford Hughes is arranging two or
S--Jay, 3rd June, and it is hoped that by three recitals in the Church. They will have--.: time we shall have sufficient donations as their theme the story of the Church in:: oav for them. An opportunity will be Aberdour. lVlusic of the period will be
I ':- on the previous Sunday, 27th May, linked with the history of the parish. These:: :rrng any outstanding donations. recitals will take place in mid-June anrj full

details will be given later.

A COMMEMORATIVE ENVELOPE

'.'r William lVl iller has undertaken with
David B lair to produce a

l:*memorative Envelope which will be on
:.:: to members and friends, and it is
-:::d that they will in turn sell them to
:-: philatically minded and others who will
:€ rnterested to have them as souvenirs.
-^ s is a money-making venture. These will
-€ .osted at the beginning of June,

OUR CHUBCH

A SPONSORED WALK

iveryone connected with the
-:^gregation is being encouraged to take
: . 'l r n a spo nsored wa lk in ord er to ra ise
:: r tional funds for our Thanksgivir-ig
l":ring and to pay for the new chairs.
--: actual i'oute has not been decided but
: ... ril be within the compass of all but the
=:.:d ancJ tlre infirmed. - from the church
:..,n to ihe harbour and round by the
S.:r'e fload to the Church again. lf you
-:'rot walk yourself then there are young
:::ple who will be willing to do it for you
- at so much a round. This wili take place
:- Saturday, 19th lVlay, and there is an
:rportunity here for everyone to take part.
-ie Walk is being organised by IVlr. R. S.
:;EWABT, 'Dunvegan' The G!ebe.

What is now our Church Hall w*s built
in 1789 - 90. We do not know .".nyhether

worship actually commenced then or not,
for we have discovered that the i;::ilder. a

lVl r. Wilson, had diff iculty in gettir-rg
payment f or h is work. Some of the
Heritors were not very forthcqming.

A new minister came in 1796 - The
Rev. Wm. Bryce, D.D. He was one of !-.i is
lVlajesty's Chaplains in Ordinary, and wa-c
nominated by the Duke of Weiiington to
be one of the Deans of the Chapei !-icy,11.
He did not find the lVlanse in the iirl:ii;r
Street any more comfortable xhlr i^,:l:

predecessor, Robert Liston, and c,;i:'t;;i;ir';i.i-i
in a letter to Lady IVlorron that "he i,:<j
passed another winter in the ly'ii:iise .t r:r:j

found it very uncornfortable ani.i r1.:.:.i
prejudicial to his heaith." Thi::;i:i,.i:rri.,'
evidentll,i so bad that he ciirr,.ii-: r,:
contribute f 'l 00 of his ou'in rnorle\.,i.*u,r::.rirr
Lruilding a new ft/lanse at Seaside if; crj::r i{i
remove any obiections which the ather
Heritors might have. A cho'ice of sitcs was
offered and the present one chosen anrj the
Manse buiit in 1803. The specifications can
still be seen. One of Dr. Bryce's daughters
married the Rev. Wm. Ross, D.D., the

author of the local history 'Aberdour and
lnchcolrne.' Dr. Bryce retired in 1836 and
died in 1841.

Dr, Bryce's ministry was followed L\ a
succession of very short ministries, until
the Rev. George Roddick came in 1857. Het
came from Thornton and remained in
Aberdour until he died in 1894. He was
followed by the Rev. William Gray who
was one of the founders of the first golf
course at Couston. He died just before the
outbreak of the war in 1914.

THE ANNUA.L GENERAL MEETING

The A.G.lVl. of the Congregation takes
pia*e in the Church Hall on Wednesday,
7th March at 7.30 p.m. Representatives of
the various organisations will give reports.

Six members are due to be elected as
me.mbers cf the Congregational Board for
the ensuing three years, ancl members are
asked to come prepared to nominate
members for those vacancies. Permission
should be got from those one intends to
nominate. lt is important that the
Congregational Board be as representative
as possible of the whole congregation.

The fcllor,";ing have completed their term
of office:- [Vlrs. tvl. Brown, lViiss A.
Haldane, [Vlrs. J. C. Laidlaw, Mrs. D.
Nelson, Mrs. W. G. Nicoi and I\4rs. W.
Turni:uil. They have ail been regular in
attcndance and have given willing service.

Tea w,i!l be ser';ed after the Business and
ti:e remainder of the evening will be spent
in an informal way.

All ra.rho worship rryith us are invited ta
be present, thouEh **iy men:uers may
vote.

TI-IE NEW HYMNARY

It is believed that the New Church
Hymnary ntill be published this summer,
and it was our intention to begin using it
right away as our present hymn books were
in a very tattered state. llowever, thraugh
the good offices of Mr. William Miller, a
member of the Congregational Board, we
have acquired suff icient hymn books in
almost 'mint' condition to do us in the
rneantime. The Congregational Board
cl*<:ided that as we shal! have extraardinary
expenses this year in connection with our
c#!sbratian$, we should delay the
intraductian af the new hymnary
nleantiflie. We thank Mr. Miller far kis gift_

Jesus is God spelling himself out in
language that man can understand.

S. D. Gordon.

i"



WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?

This is a question which many families
are :tking to-day and it is often very
difficult to give an answer. lt just seems to
{seppear. Many. a housewife has
cunpiained, "l do not know what happens
to it."

We in the Church family do know what
h4pens to our money. Of our total
irrcome, roughly f3,000 is required for our
or.rn running expenses while f 1,789 is given
away to help other people. ln addition to
this slm, the Woman's Guild sent away
f250. the Sunday School f1b3, the Sunday
Scfrool Choir f80, the Bible Clas f I2, the
Benevolent Fund f'130 (divided between
Shelter and Christian Aid). Collections were
made in the vill.age for the National Bible
Society, the Royal Blind Asylum and
School in Edinburgh, Phials were filled for
the Leprosy Mission and the Christian Aid
Cof f ee lVl orning raised Cg0. A total
'giv+away' of over f2,6S0.

There follows a list of the organisations
wtrich have benefited by your generosity

The Aberdour 0ld Folds, Committee
$relter (Scotland)

Tte Aged Christian Friend Society
Scottish Gouncil for the Care of Spastics
The Muscular Distrophy Group
Briti*r Sailor's Society
fdephone Samaritans
hltiple Scelerosis Society
Fte Marriage Guidance Society
Ito Eoyal Blind Asylum and School
hevention of Cruelty to Children
Boyal National Life Boat lnstitution
f,ged and lnfirmed Minister's Fund
fln Home Board
l-b Maintenance of the Ministry
Erentide Homes

[hildren's Homes
Ile Earl Haig Fund
[nanier's Homtis
Iur New Neighbours - Asian Immigrants
f,[r-de School foi the Mentally Handicapped
lproved Schools
{stels for Young Men and Women
{doption
lomes for Epileptics
le*r*ilitation Centres and Hostels
Itional Church Extension
:oster Homes
iomes for Unmarried Mothers
lolidays for lrish Children
i8athconon Youth Centre
llristian Aid
he the Children Fund
l-araguan D isaster Fund
hrcrseas Council -
- Foreign Missions' 

Colonial & Continental Church
Jnvish Mission

lational Bible Society of Scotland
lnited Society for Christian l-iterature
-he 

Leprosy Mision
lr. Wilkinson - Kikuyu Hospital
Iinburgh Medical Misionary Society

Eleanor Arnos
Susan Chalmers
Kenneth Chalmers
Tracy Coston
Patricia Coston
Gabrielle Hodge
Clare Hughes
R ichard H ughes
Karen Hynd
Anne Hynd
Elaine Hynd
Barbara Lowe

F lorence Lyon
Helen lV{eiklejohn
Calum IVIurray
Martin lVlurray
Jill lVlurray
Amanda Palmer
Stephane Palmer
Philippa Palmer
Candida Palmer
Jean Rankin
David Shepherd
Robert Shepherd

1972
29th Aug.

1Oth Sept

2 1 st Sept.

30th Sept.

24th Oct.

31 st Oct.

21st Nov.

28th Nov.

1973
14th Jan,

5th Feb.

Dr. Graharn's Homes, Kalimpong
The Waldensian Church in ltaly
Dalgety Church, Manse Fund
Cairns Ctrurch Cowdenbeath,
Restoration Fund.

CHURCH ATTEruDANCE AWARDS

On Sunday, 28th January, the children
who had been regular in their attendance at
church throu$hout '1g72 were presented
with an award by the Kirk Session. They
were:*

DEATHS

l\4rs A. Harris,
1 The l-ea,
Seaside Piace.
IVlr -.1. Dryburgh,
Clu ine,
103 IVlain Street.
lVliss A. Scott,
83 l/lain Street.
IVlrs K. Craig,
1 Home Park.
lVlrs S. Smithyman,
St. fVlargaret's,
50 lVlain Street.
IVlrs A. Campbell,
64 H iqh Street.
lVlr G. lVlcNair,
32 Humbie Terrace.
lVlr J. Ford,
43 Humbie Terrace.

Dr. W. Howieson,
10 Dovecot Park.
Mr W. McKay,
16 St. Colme Crescent.

STATISTICS

Our tirlembership

Baptisms during lg72

Children in the Sunday School

Young People in the Bible Class

U n ifo rm ed O rga n isat i o ns

BAPTISMS

"t972
20th Aug.
29th Oct.
12th Nov.

1 973
1lth Feb. Stuart John Rennie

MARRIAGES

16th Sept.
16th Sept. tVlichael G. McDowall to

Marion L. M. Guild.
16th Dec. David J. Hawkins to

Helen H. Rolland.

FRIENDS OF ST. FILLAN'S

ln order to make our 850th Anniversary
Appeal as widely known as possible, we
shall be glad to have the names and
addresses of past members ancl friends of
the congregation, wha migtlt wish to be
associated with our effort. Names and
addresses should be 11iven to the lWinister,
or handed in at the lWanse.

567

7

164

37

106

ACCESSIONS - BY CERTIFICATE

lVlr & lVlrs J. Arthur,
29 Dovecot Park.
IVlr & lVlrs A. J. Hannay,
3 Hawkcraig Road.
lVlrs T. J. Oliphant,
Catherine Bank, High Street.
lVlrs D. J. Hawkins,
i 7 Dovecot Park.
lVlr & lVlrs l. Smith,
2 lVlanse Place.
Mr & lVlrs B. Brodie,
'Lynwood', 45 The Glebe.

DISJUNCTIONS

lVlrs lVl. G. lVlcDowall, Kinghorn
to Dundee.

tVlrs D. Young, St. Colme Hoad,
DaiEety Bay, to DalgetV.

l/lr & iVlrs W" Hamsay, Scotstoi-rn,
to Kinghorn

lVlrs E. P. Goodall, lVlanse place

to Cullen.
l\,1r T. Dunnett, Catherine Bank,

to Kirkcaldy.
Mrs G. Pascall, Burntisland

to Burntisland.

GAD'S WAY
When God wants a great work done in the
world or a great wrong righted, he goes about
it in a very unusual way" tie doesn't stir up
his earthquakes or send forth his thunder-
bolts. lnstead, he has a helpless baby born
perhaps in a simple home and of some
obscure mother. And then God puts the
idea into the mother's heart, and she puts
it into the baby's mind. And then God waits.

Corina Wilson
Ghillian Marv Cameron
Gillian Catherine Boyd Fergus

i-



ABSTRACT of INCOME and EXPENDITURE for Year to 31 st December. 1972

INCOME

Collections-
Cash Collections . l

Weekly Freewill Offerings
Bonds of Annuity and
lncome Tax Recovered
Special Collections

Donations-
Woman's Guild f884.50 /esr
especially destined for Mission
& Service Fund fl80.O0 9704.50
Others 83.85

District Collections
Assembly Funds

Coffee Morning & Sale of Work
for Christian Aid
lncome f rom Trust lnvestments-

For Stipend
,, Benevolent Fund
,, Assembly Funds
,, Sunday School
,, Other Church Purposes

1 _ GENERAL FTIND

1971

f230

EXPENDITURE

Allocation of Funds-
Assembly Funds-

Maintenance of Ministry Fund f26O.O0
Aged & lnfirm Ministers' Fund 99.05
Mission & Service Fund 81,019.27

Less Contributed by
CongregationalOrganisations 240.0O

Holidays for lrish Children

Outside Organisations

197',|

f 1,057
2,134

742

264

e 1,o82.35
2.438.74

717.46
251.21

788.35
3.00

19.27

718

f.1,026
538

f 1,564

1,225
179

1971

f793
2,683

78

600
52

3
_g

f4,900

f 1 ,638.O9

1,394.70
27.36

658.00

f5,300.38

117.40

Minister's Stipend (part of) and Expenses-
Stipend f1 ,225,OO
Travelling Expenses 169'70

f 163-45
. 7.18

35.44
12.36

. 9.48
139
219

227.91
39

197f5,645.69
269.61

14
61
33
90

100
13

f5,305

f5,915,30 f5,575

2 _ FABRIC FUND

Repairs and Upkeep (other than to Fabric)
Printing, Stationery and Publications
Miscellaneous-

Communion Expenses
Assembly, Synod and Presbytery Dues
Telephone
Sundry Expenses

Benevolent Fund
Frvrnents to Sunday School
Donations to Other Congregations

Dalgety Parish Church
Cairns Church, Cowdenbeath
Restoration Fund

Transferred to Fabric Fund

Balance on Hand

EXPENDITURE
Repairs to Fabric
Balance on Hand

EXPENDITURE

25
632

t172.86
295.30

468.1 6
73.13

254.44f5,251
324 Balance brought forward

f 5,575

200

575

f 100.00

100.00

187.27
136.01

12.36

200.00
300.oo

f5,353.92
561.38

f 5,915.30

f519.72
2,696.31

f3,216.03

270

1971

€15
64

7
130
575

f791
2,685 Balance Brought forward

f3,476

INCOME
Donations
Collections
lncome from Trust lnvestment - for Repairs
I nterest
Transferred from General Fund

f-
77.O1
6.96

149.50
300.00

f533.47
2,682.56

f3,216.03 f3,476

3 - 850th ANNIVERSARY APPEAL FUND

Printing and Stationery
Balance on Hand

INCOME
Contributions-
Specifically for Chairs
General

95.53

c95.53 f95.53:
NOTE: The foregoing financial statements are abstracts of the transactions and funds of the Congregatiohal Board of St. Fillan's Ghurch, Aberdour

for the year to 31st December,1972.

J. DAWSON I\nAe FARLANE. C.A., Treasurer. IAN tVI. STUART, F.E.I.I.
G. MALCOLTM MURRAY, F.F.A.21st February, 1973 - Audited and found correct.

Printed by DaL'id Wdtt & Sons Ltd., Dunfermline.

Auditors.

779.27
10.00

f@
489.77

Pulpit Supply Fees
Salaries : '
Upkeep of Church, Etc.

Rates, lnsurance and Feuduty
Heating, Lighting and Cleaning

117

161
7

40
13
13

f15.24
65.55
35.54
70.94

f53.1 0
42.43f49.00

46.53


