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St. Fillan's Harvest Appeal 2009 donated over 100 back packs and f,... in aid of
Mary's Meals. This is a campaign to set up school feeding projects in communities
where hunger and poverty prevent children from gaining an education. Mary's
Meals began in2002 in Malawi by feeding 200 orphaned children. Today around
330,000 children receive Mary's Meals.
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Fun was had by young and old at the
Summer Family Fun Week. Page 6.
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You are always guaranteed a welcoming
smile from Sandra, Ewaft and Catherine

at St. Fillan's lunches. Page 9.

contribute to luture

GOOD LUCK. TANIA

During 1998 Sunday School starled their sponsorship of a
little girl called Tania. This was done through the help of
a company ca11ed Biblelands and enabled Tania to start
and finish her schooling at the Evang.Luth. Primary &
Secondary School, Talitha Kumi, Beit Jala, Palestine.
Sunday School made their contributions by the saving of
their weekly collection and this was sent on once a year
through Biblelands. We received a yearly progress report,
photograph, Christmas and Easter cards from Tania and
the children were always pleased to hear how Tania was
developing. It was always a good yearly lesson on how a
few coppers each week can make a huge difference to
another person's life not as forlunate as their own.

Tania has now come to the end of her school years and
our most recent letter from Tania encloses a "school prize
giving" photograph and Thank You letter lor our suppoft
over the years.

The Sunday School Leaders both present and past thaiili
all the children and their parents over the years r.r,ho har e

helped provide Tania with an education.
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Letter from the Manse.

2009 brought two very happy occasions to my
Family: my Parents' Golden Wedding anniversary
and my Father's 95th birthday a week later. At a
family dinner we had a lovely time, sharing
memodes, telling tall tales and having fun.

My parents have faced many challenges in their long
lives;war, illness, the death of younger siblings, and
the arrival of two very noisy, boisterous and
headstrong boys into their quiet lives! What struck
me in July was my Parents' great love and respect
for each other, which shone through their speeches
and anecdotes. Both spoke movingly of their shared
Faith, and how it had sustained them in difficult and
in happy times.

On my Father's birthday he was joined by an old
Resistance colleague, now in her eighties. Seeing
them together it was hard to imagine the two of them
during the Second World War, robbing Coupon
Offices at gunpoint, to be able to get food for Jews
in hiding!

By contrast, one of the saddest experiences of the
past year for us as a nation has been the growing
death-toll in the Armed Forces in Afghanistan. At
the time of writing this grim total has reached216.

I am intensely moved when I watch the repatriation
ceremonies from RAF Lyneham, and the slow
progress of the hearses through Wooten Bassett.
Hundreds of people standing to attention, distraught
families throwing flowers, be-medalled old soldiers
and primary school children side by side in silent
respect. In many other villages between there and
Oxford people come out of their houses and simply
stand as the coffins come by. No politician has
organised it, no Army bands to accompany it -
hundreds ofpeople in spontaneous outpourings of
grief and admiration.

It has been a tradition within the Christian Church
that Priests and Ministers go wherever people go,
and this is very evident in the work of the Chaplains
to the Forces. In May the General Assembly heard a
moving report on the work of these Chaplains and
their seruice in Afghanistan.

Whatever the rights or wrongs of our country's
involvement in this conflict, our support for the men
and women serving in the Forces is more necessary
than ever. As a Congregation, we pray every Sunday
for those serving in dangerous places, and for their
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Families back home, as they wait for news, or mourn
a death.

And earlier this year we rejoiced with one Aberdour
family as they were joined in Church by their son
and brother, home safe after adangerous tour of duty
inAfghanistan.

-o0o

Images ofhappy families, of parents growing old, of
soldiers dying and families mourning their passing;
all these jostle with other realities of daily life, jobs
or redundancy, illness and holidays, loneliness or
long-lasting friendships. In Ministry and in many
other walks of life we seem to dash from one thing
to another, hardly ever stopping to take stock or to
sit quietly.

Yet u-e are meant lor more than dashing, more than
alu,avs being actir e. Although the pressures of life
can be intense at tirnes. r.r'e need to rernember there
is a place tbr rest. relaxation and re-creation in our
God-given 1ives.

During the past weeks a hymn written by Shirley
Erena Murray has given me comfort and
encouragement. Part of it reads:

Conte and fincl the quiet centre
in the crcnvcled li/b w-e lead,

Jind the room Jbr hope to enter,

/ind the sprrc:e where we are freed
clecu'the clruos and the clutter,
clear ottr eyes, that we can see

all tlte things that really ruatter
be ut peoce, and simply be.

Silence is afriend who claims us,

cools the heat and slows the pace,'
God it is who speaks and names us,

knows our being, toucltes base,

making space within our thinking,
lfting shades to show the sun,

raising courage when we're shrinking,

finding s cope for foith begun.

May the peace of God, which exceeds all human
understanding, keep your heart and your mind in the
knowledge and love of God, and of His Son, Jesus

Christ, our Lord.

?eter Q er b ra*tly - B arloL
Parish Minister
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Christian Aid
Golf Week

The Golf Week was held
during the first week in June.
The money raised amounted to
[850 ofwhichf49T will be donated to ChristianAid
and f353 to Macmillan. In addition to money raised,
Aberdour Parish have retained the Rutherford cup
for yet another year. Abig thank you to all who took
part in this worthy annual event.
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ABERDOUR 5COTTI5H COUNTRY
DANCE CLUB

The Club celebrated its 30th Birthdoy in
Februory. 40 members ottended plus 10
guests who were qmongst the very f irst
members of the club in 1979. We enjoyed o
light supper and reminisced over old
photogrophs ond the originol ottendonce
record book (mony weel kent faces
rememberedl)

Doncing storted ogoin on the 16th September
in 5t. Fillqn's Church Holl.

This is on odult closs up to fhe oge of 80 ond
beyond! Donce to live music.

Why not try something diff erent this winter!
Look out your doncing shoes and come ond give
it o try.

Cost is €,2 (includingtea ond biscuits)
(All proceeds go to 5t. Fillan's Church)

For further informotion talephone Sondro on
01s83 823454.

I e
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Green Fingers
St Fillan's member Jim Thomson has again for the 19th time won the coveted
title of 'Best Vegetable Garden'at the village flower show, in fact he has been the
'Fife Wide' winner 10 times, a contest that stretches from Kincardine to St
Andrews. Jim's lucky friends and neighbours enjoy his harvest ofleeks, cabbages,
cauliflower, sprouts carrots, beetroot and much more.

Musical Supper

The musical supper held in the Church hall on
Friday 6th March proved to be an enjoyable
evening attended by around 90 members and
guests. After a very fine supper (thanks again to
the ladies who once again turned up trumps by
providing salads etc and most delicious sweets)
the entertainmentwas providedby five members
ofthe Dunfermline & District Strathspey & Reel
Society who produced foot tapping tunes and a
good, old fashioned, sing song.

Although the event was primarily held as a social
occasion, the surplus amount of f386.54 was
donated to the Chernobyl Children Life Line
organizalion.

David Robertson
Social Group Convener

Has Anyone
Seen Our Tables?

On June 20th this year, while a

group of Girl Guides were setting
up for a sleep over in our Church
Hall, a man came in to borrow three
of our fold down tables. He has not
been back to return them and we use

them often for various group activities. Does
anyone know where these tables could be or who
it was who borrowed them? Perhaps someone
else was to return them or did return them but to
the wrong Church Hall? If you know where they
could be or if you have seen them lying in a shed

or garage, would you please let someone from
St Fillan's know. We would be grateful. Thank
you.

t
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oPEtY DOOR 2009/2010

begins aguin on Thursduy 9th October ut 10.i0um

St. Fillun's Church Hall

enjoy each monthb event ... bring friends ... make new ones .

... enjoy tea, coffee and home baking ...

Page 5

I October

12 November

10 December

14 Januury

17 Februury

11 March

... Old Aberdour - Purt Two ... with John Tuylor

... Why Talk Matters ... with Shirley Sim

... Cod und God

- Dr Wilfred Grenfell in Newfoundland ... with Chris Short

... Burra ... with Arthur Lloyd

... Food and Climate Change ... with Mike Small

... Turkmenistan or 'Absurdistun' ... with Richard Lloyd

... there will be a FAIRTRADE stall each month ..

Prompted by Peter's children's address recently, I hope you enjoy the following!

Wat does love mean?

t When my grandma got arthritis, she coutdn't bend over and paint her toenaits
anymore. So my grandpa does it for her now at[ the time, even when his hands got
arthritis too. That's [ove. Rebecca (age 8)

2 When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You just know
that your name is safe in their mouths. Wittiam (age 4)

3 Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and they go
out and smetl each other. Kari (age 5)

4 lf you want to learn to [ove better, you should start with a friend who you hate.
Nikki (age 6)

5 Love is when your puppy tick your face even after you teft him atone att day. Mary
(age 4)

6 When you love somebody, your eyelashes go qp and down and tittte stars come out
of you. Karen (age 7)

7 And the winner was a chitd whose next-door neighbour was an etderty man who had
just tost his wife. When the chitd saw the man cry the tittte boy went over into
the man's garden and sat with him. When the boy's mother asked him what he said
to the neighbour, the tittte boy said, "nothing, I just hetped him cry".

SUE LLOYD
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FAMILY FUN WEEK

On July 18th we welcomed bock Phil Wray,
Director of Regionol Ministries with Scripture
Union Scotlond. Phil come with four of lhe
teqm who worked with us lost yeor, plus four
new members who soon become firm f riends
ond co-workers. They oll come to link with our
locol teom who, like our visitors, hod kindly
set oside July 18th -July 26th to help run
the Fomily FunWeek, plonned and organized
by 5t Fillon's Church ond 5t Columbo's Church
in Aberdour ond supported ond led by
Scripture Union Scotlond.

Thonks to the kindness and generosity of
villoge people, our visiting teom hod locol ond
much opprecioted hospitolity throughout
their stoy. We were glod to do this for them
especiolly os seve?ol give of their onnuol
holidoy to serve in this woy. Homemode soups
for lunch ond invitotions to hove dinner in
church members' homes in the evenings
odded to their enjoymeni of being in
Aberdour ogoin. fn so mony many woys,
villogers contributed to whot wos o very
speciol weekf or the children ond youngfolk,
who came olong doy by doy to enjoy the fun.
We wormly thonk every one of you who
contributed in ony woy.

* This venture is colled the Fomily Fun Week
.... ond fun it certoinly wos! From the little
ones who come to the new octivity colled
Toddle-Time where ploy, stories ond a song
wereenjoyed os mothers ond core?s hod o
time of tea/ cof f ee chot; through Blost Of f
into SPACE for those in P1-7: to Fusion
Caf6, for Secondory School young folk in
the evenings, f riendliness ond f un
abounded.

" 'Blost Off' took ploce eoch morning with
greal enthusiosm os the teoms, Rockets
ond Comets, set off once more for the

A Helping Hand

StAugustine once said, 'If I fall into a well, please

don't peer over the top and ask me if I know how I
got in there. Just help me out, will you?'

It is not for the Church to say, 'How did you get into
that mess?' Instead, the Church should say, 'Would
you like a hand?'

ALUMENDA PROGRESS .....

Information Coffee Morning
November 7th

10a.m.-11:30a.m
Church Hall

Entry f,1

Coffee & Cakes
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doy's odventures. Crafts relevant to the
theme were well done, omozing rockets
were made ond roced, games were played
ond songs sung. One of mony doily
highlights wos when the Time Machine
became qctive! From it eoch morning,
through the mist, come o teom member
dressed ond octing os o chorocter f romthe
Bible who hod met Jesus in his/her life.
Phil cleverly interviewed thot chorocter ....

the disciple Peter: the little boy who
brought his f ive looves ond two f ish; Mory;
the Ethiopion; thus teoching the children
obout diff erent woys in which Jesus con
become known to eoch of us.

* Fusion Caf 6, f or the older young folk, wos
in the Upper Room this yeor, mode cosy
ond comfortoble with choirs, cushions ond
softer lighting. There hot chocolote,
coff ee ond goodies were enloyed, os were
the more chollenging tolks they hod with
the leaders of the end of the evening for
holf ond hour. The evening wos divided into
Caf d. times, then hilorious ond vigorous
gomes downstoirs untilthe needto sit down
ond hova something to eot ond drink agoin
become much needed!

ft wos good to see so mony of our community
enjoying the excellent Quiz Night in the
church holl; the BBQ kindly run for us by
Rotory ond with all the fun ot Silver Sands;
the celebrofion ond thonksgiving Church
servrce to close this special week ond the
delicious Church Lunch ofterwords.

Yes, it wos o splendid week. Mony people
helped to moke it so ond we wormly thonk eoch
and every one. Pleose think of joining in next
summer when once more the village Churches
hope to join with Scripture Union to plon
onother Fomily Fun Week.

Kothleen Fergus
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Tribute to Jim Fairlie (1929-2009)

Jim Fairlie's musical skills were demonstrated at Church organs across Scotland. A lasting memorial to this
extra-ordinarily gifted musician will be the joy so many people derived from his music here in St. Fillan's and
elsewhere.

Through using his wonderful talents in worship, Jim praised the God who created him. Jim wore his wide
experience in church-music lightly; he never gave anyone the feeling they were musically inferior, but encouraged
what little knowledge they had, in an attempt to educate and to motivate them to higher musical plains.

Kind and gentle, but also with a core of steel - Jim knew his own worth as a musician. When Dunfermline
Crematorium started to use CDs to play music requested by Families, the Organists were expected to press the
appropriate buttons.

"Well, this Organist won\", said Jim.

"Oh yes, you will", said his supervisor.

Jim answered: "You can press your own buttons, Jim Fairlie is off", and he gathered up his music and left.

When Jim and I discussed music, his favourite refrain was'. "You're the gaffer". This attitude would, however,
be tempered by his facial expression and the shaking of the head, which encouraged me to pick something else
pronto. I am sure Jim saved the Congregation from many a disastrous hymn!

Jim loved passion in music. He would encourage his choirs to sing with real deep feeling, as words and music
demanded. He worked hard to find the right tune for the right occasion. The "RAF March Past" for Battle of
Britain Sunday; "Crown Imperial" on Remembrance Sunday, something cheeky for a Children's Service; and
who will ever forget his inimitable settings of hymns to the tunes of Rabbie Burns and other Scottish composers?

Jim spent time with brides (and, he would add, their mothers!!), to decide music for weddings. If a wedding
party did not sing the hymns requested well enough, Ewart Mcskimming and I would get the full force of Jim's
wrath: "But they asked for it and they did not sing it - ridiculous !!" Jim's pet-hate was the bagpipes. 'Wo-
where near my Kirk", he'd say at weddings. "You tell them, Minister they can stand just beyond the arch
there ".

His fund of stories \\.as ne\-er-endrng. From tales ol\ational Sen'ice dar.s and bein_e inr.esti-eated b-v the Special
Investigations Branch of the Ror al \lilitar1 Police. to hair-raising jintrrs on his rnotor-bike. and then the amazing
"Tales of a Church Organrst". uhich u'ou1d usuaill'end uith the phrase. "Eh..tou c'ctttldn't moke it up, could
you?? ! ! ".

He was a loving Husband, Father and Grandfather, and a loyal and welcomrng friend. and I have never met
anyone who had a bad word to say about Jim.

No-one who knew Jim could fail to notice his affection for a long-dead poet with Ayrshire connections. Jim
lived and breathed Rabbie Bums. He could recite the poems, play the music, and tell the Bard's life into the
minutest details-

Jim died peacefully at home, with his lovely Wife Pat, and the three children of which he was so proud, Mandy,
Steve and Neil by his side.

I was proud to be allowed to call Jim my friend, and I will miss him, and his stories, and his endless generosity.

Jim's funeral at Dunfermline Crematorium saw a huge turn-out of friends from all over Scotland; the Hymns
were sung to the Scottish tunes "My love is like a-red, red rose" and "Auld lang syne", and Jim's successor as
St. Fillan's Organist, Dave Crawford, played the folk music Jim had requested with panache.

At Jim's death his Family has lost a wonderful Husband, Father and Grandfather; our Congregation has lost a
friend and great worship-leader; the country has lost one of its great church-musicians, and Heaven has gained
a bright star, whose memory among us will never fade.

PGB
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"We've got to change just to stay as we ate" ..,

That phrase floatc.l so casih'or.er the ainr':rys r-ccentll one rror-ning on "Parrsc f-or.Thor_rght".

rcrnainder of that r.nomrng's mess:rge u,:rs lost to rre. \Vhat .1i..1 he sar.l

\\rhat c-lid he mc.rn)

Change' \\'hr- is it so strange) Is it bec:rusc we feel it a challengc ro our own little comfort zonc)

In r.vh:rt stilte \\,ou1.1 ri.'e all bc norv if our-:ltccstors h:rd resistccJ changc )

..... Changc lrom living rn the wild - to living in houscs ;

Change l}orn the 1-ree rl to go or-lt in :r11 weathers to hunt fbr food and clotl-rirrg -
to just popping rnto a drt, n'aLrn, well stockcc'l sho;./shops; yopen21f 7 in sorne c:rst-s',

Changc fiom cooking on :r camp flre - to gas, eirctric, or even nicro-rv;*,c cookir-rg;

ch:rnge :rlmost bevond bclicf

address. \Ve are even known to actu:llll.prav for a change in thc r,r,eatherl

seem ratheL to have :rcce ptcd an attitu.l,: of "it's ;rvc lreen" nn.1 shor-r1.1 rcnr:rin ..r........1-r,t c.r', ,t:

Ren-rember the openinq phrase?

" Te1e-Tub[r i es " a,n 11 / or ..,. r"rily" T1l" Ni ght Ga rcl en " :

th -rqs to,rerhcr-

holicla-v1".

Tl-re uncondrtronal, :rll-cncompassing ancl o,erlasting Love of God and His Son, our Lord :rnd Saviour. Jestrs Cihrrst.
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THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW
St. Fillan's Church is almost totally dependent upon the
money given to it by its members. The purpose of this
article is to explain the implications of the different ways
this can be done. You need to know where your money is
going.

Funds. There are three types of fund;
. Unrestricted. These can be used for any approved

pulpose.

. Designated. These are funds designated by the
Congregational Board for specific purposes. These,
pulposes can be changed by the Board.

. Restricted. Restricted Funds can only be used for
the purpose designated by the donor.

Allocation to the Central Funds of the Church of Scotland.
St. Fillan's annual Allocation to the central funds of the
Church of Scotland is based upon the annual General

GBI-I-$9E.
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Income of the congregation, which includes all income
whose speciflcation is at the discretion of the Board.
(Designated or Uffestricted). St Fillan's Allocation for
2009 is L44,287, which equates to about 60Yo of lhe
General Income base. Only about30oh of our Designated
and Unrestricted income is available for local expenses.

Legacies and Donations. The General Fund relies upon
regular giving, however there are occasions when someone
wishes to make a special donation or perhaps to arrange
for a Legacy. In these cases donors need to consider Gift
Aid (which will add25% to the value of the donation, but
not to a legacy) and importantly how they wish their money
to be spent. They need to remember that donations and
legacies simply to St. Fillan's will be allocated to the
General Fund of which a significant proportion will go to
the central funds of the Kirk. If they wish their donation
to be available only to St. Fillan's they should specifli a

Restricted Fund. ie. The proposed Church Fund, or for a

specific purpose such as fabric. The Treasurer can advise
on the best way to achieve their purpose.

,* *,



Parish and congregational register

Bereavements
2009
March 15 - Blair Jordan; March 26 -Peter Hamilton; March 31 - George Scott;
April 6 - Agnes Inglis; May 4 - John Stodart; June 23 - Mrs. Enid Henderson;
June 30 - Milly Mclaren; also in June - Peter Maxwell and Bob Seaton;
July 13 - Mrs.Margaret Balfour;August 27 - James M. Fairlie and John Kerr.

Things beyond our seeing, things beyond our hearing, things beyond our imagining
have all been prepared by God for those who love Him Corinthians 2: 9

Marriages
Erratum 2008 December 6 - Daniel Prescott and Imogen Curtis
2009
l|4ay 2 - Ross Turbet and Alison Weatherup; n/Iay 29 - David Hague and Angela Chalmers;
July 18 - Dean Yates and Claire Wanliss

Baptisms
2009
March 22 -Emma Robeftson andAlexanderAlan Ross; August 9 - Natasha Cooper Hendry;
August 23 - Magnus Alistair Pretorius Tidswell and James Johan Schoeman

Jesus said "Let the children come to me"

Joining by Resolution of the Kirk Session
Mrs. Daphne McFarlane; James M. Fairlie; Simon Baxter

We welconte and hope you enjov your.fbllov,ship here

(NOTE: Please advise editor of anv on'rissions flor-n above - these ri-ili be included next time)
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ST COLU\IBA'S.{\D
ST FILL-\\'S CHLRCHES

present

SCRIPTURE UNION
FAMILY FUN ADVENT WEEKEND

Friday 11 December

The "Dave Crawford" Singers
An Advent Concert, featuring

Dave Crawford and his Singers.
Traditional and new Advent & Christmas Music

and Community Carol Singing
St Fillan's Church - 7.30pm

Entrance free donations welcome!

Saturda]' l2 December

.1 -llornittg 0f Christ,ilas Crafts
Scriprurc Union & Captain Phil are back!

Make handr'-cratts r ith a Chrishr.ras theme
all aqes u elcontc.

10.30 - 12.i0 ir.r the ChLuch Ha1L. Hi-sh Srlect.

And. bv popuiar demand:

The SL'Christnras Quii
An evening olQurz Fun. led br Phrl \\'rar

7.30 pm. A11 are u elcomel

Sundav 13 December

An SU Family Ftttt Atlt'ent Sen:ice
Aberdoul Primary School Hall - l0.lOarl

and after',r,ards: tea/cofTceijuice and Mince Piesl
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St. Fillon's Lunches
On avery dreich doy in Februory we
wereall very pleosontly surprised to
teceive ond serve the 97 (!) diners
who broved the elements to come for
lunch, ond os if thot number wosn't
omozing enough, in June we served
101(!) diners... then increosed our
Festivol totol to 141 (l) ......which proves just how populor
the place to be, on the f irst Thursdoy of eoch month,
is The Church Hall ll!

For onyone who does not yet know - Soup ond Filled
Rolls, plus tea/coff ee qnd biscuits are served there
from72 noon to 1.30p.m. ot o cost of EZ.OO. Do coma
to try our good food and toke the opportunity to shore
in soma greot Fellowship. We have managed to secure
the help of some extra volunteers this year, but more
are always very welcome and should speak with Sandra
- (Tel. 823454) or Catherine (Tel. 860611).

The second edition of our populor "Soup"er Racipe Book
hos been printed ond is on sole (priced €,2.50). There
Gre still one or two copias ovoiloble if you would like
one!

Sandra, Ewarf and Catherine
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Once again this year I was invited to a party to meet the
'Chernobyl Children'who were visiting West Fife during
JulyiAugust. They were a delightful bunch - just like any
other group of 10-12 year olds really. Yet their lives are
so different from ours, overshadowed as they are by a

disaster which happened many years before they were
born. Their leader, Tanya, had already brought another
group over from Belarus to Edinburgh in July so was on
her second summer trip to Scotland. The group leader
bringing the West Fife children had to call off at the last
minute and so without Tanya the trip would have been
cancelled. Given that she had given up most ofher summer
holidays to chaperone children from Belarus to Scotland,
Tanya was a pretty special lady. She was fuIl of praise for
her Scottish hosts and obviously liked, and respected, by
her charges.

A most sincere thank you to all those who have faithfully
collected their small change over this last year to help these
kids have not only a great holiday, but more importantly,
to improve their long term health. In the 6 years since we
started sending these donations we have given the West
Fife group over f,1000 from simply collecting our small

James Francis Hewitt

Lieutenant of Cameron's (lst Scottish Rifles)

Who fell in action in France 26th October 1914 aged 26 years

William George Hewitt

2nd Lieutenant,3rd Battalion Royal Scots

Who fell in action in France l4th October 1914 aged 22 years

The only sons of the IIon. William James Hervitt

Both died fighting for their King and country against the Germans

in the first battle ofYpres
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CHERNOBYL CHILDREN

The Hewitt Family

David Graham has researched and written this very interesting article on a family anyone who
has been in St. Fillan's will be familiar with I do not want to omit any of his research so have split
David's article in two and will publish the rest of his findings in the next edition of the Crosier.

Have you seen the plaques in the church about the two brothers who died during WWI? Picture the
devastation of the parents receiving two telegrams within days of each other. I always wondered about
the story behind the names.

coins. (St. Fillan's plus other village organisations have
also sent generous donations.) It costs over f,300 for one
airfare and each year 1 0- 12 children plus their leader come
here to stay with local families and enjoy good food, clean
water, fresh air and many and various activities. Meeting
them certainly makes me want to re-double my efforts.

If you would like to know more look at

!vww.chernobylchildrendunfermline.co.uk

Perhaps you would like to be a host family for two or four
weeks a year? I am told the children are extremely well
behaved and appreciative of everything that is done for
them. You are given lots of support and the children are

taken on organised trips on a regular basis.

You can help by simply collecting your small change (ones,

twos and five pences). Please bring your donations to
church (give to me or to one of the church officials) or
give me a call and I shall collect.

For mole inlbrmation please contact myself, Eilcen Harper,
on 860151 . or at sophieharp@googiemail.com

Evelyn Francis Hewitt

Born 6th April 1862, died 21st October 1946

William James Hewitt

6th son of the 4th Viscount Lifford

Born 6th April 1856, died 28th October 1948

Factor to the Estates of the Earls of Moray since August 1904

They were obviously from a privileged family. Their father, William James Hewitt, born at Astley
Castle, Warwickshire and educated at Bromsgrove and Trinity College, Dublin. He was the 6th son of
the 4th Viscount Lifford (he had a large Irish estate and sat in the House of Lords as an Irish
Representative Peer). Their mother Evelyn Francis Carcy, was born in Knightsbridge, she was the
youngest daughter of Francis Evelyn Carey (he was born in Ireland) the Honorary Lieut-General of
the Scottish Rifles. Her parents lived in Winchester together with four daughters were four servants
according to the census of 1881.
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William and Evelyn were married on 26thApril1887. He was 31 and she 25. Not only did they have
Irish connections but they had their birthdays on the same day! He became factor to his uncles estates
of Broughton and Cally in Kirkcudbrightshire. Their flrst son James was born exactly 9 months later,
followed by William four years later.Later James was educated at a private school in Winchester close
to where his Grandmother (Ellen Carey) lived.

The 1901 census shows the Hewitt's have moved in with their great uncle and aunt in Cally House in
Kirkcubrightshire. The uncle, Horatio G Murray-stewart is an important land owner both in
Kirkubrightshire and Ireland. There is a famous picture of him as a child seaterd on sofawith long curly
blond hair and wearing a tartan dress! His wife was the sister of the 4th Viscount Lifford's second
wife. In the census entry, as well as the Great uncle and aunt, lives the mother Evelyn and the younger
son William aged 8, also Evelyn's older unmarried sister and 14 servants ranging from a 55 year old
housekeeper to a 15 year old page.

On the day of the census William senior and James are not atCally house but in Winchester. James is
at boarding school and it appears that William is visiting him as he is at the home of his mother-in-law
widowed living with her two maiden daughters and an unmarried son (a captain in the RoyalNa.ry)
and three servants.

Inl904,the father aged of 48, became Factor (or agent) of the Earls of Moray Estates and the family
moved to St Colme House, Aberdour. James was 16 and William l2.The father took a keen interest in
the affairs of the community, a keen dog lover he bred and trained Labrador Retrievers and won many
prizes and championships. His participation in outdoor pursuits never waned and he later became
president of the Scottish Field Trials Association. He was also a Justice of the Peace as he had been in
Kirkubrightshire. He was probably an elder at St Colme's church as he was the convenor ofthe vacancy
committee that appointed the Rev Johnstone in 1914.

The brothers did not attend the local schools, James went on to Haileybury School, a public school,
near Hertford. Later after attending Sandhurst he joined the 1st Cameron's (1st Scottish Rifles) - his
Grandfathers regiment. Amilitary careerwas not intended forWilliam. Educated at EdinburghAcademy,
he progressed to Christ Church, Oxford in 191 1 where he studied a variety of subjects, from Divinity
to Rural Economy. William was in the Officer Training Corps both at Edinburgh and Oxford.

James accompanied his regiment to India, for a year, then to SouthAfrica, for two years in the Mounted
Infanfiy. He returned with the Cameronians to Glasgow where he was in charge ofthe depot at Hamilton.
At the outbreak of war the Cameronians and James were on manoeuvres in the highlands and were in
prime condition. On 26thAugust he accompanied the 1st Cameronians reinforcements to France attached
to the 19th Infantry Brigade.

In June 191-+. \\-illiarr left Oxford and on 6thAugust (2 days after Britain declared war on Germany)
and before the confen'ine of his degree, he joined the 3rd Battalion Royal Scots based at Weymouth.
The 3rd (Resen e ) Battalion. a training unit, remained in Britain throughout the war. William however
was attached to the lnd Battalion. rvhich at the outbreak of war was in Plymouth. After only a few
weeks trainin-s \\:illiarr \\ as sent to the front and joined his battalion as part of 8th Brigade in the
trenches on 1Oth October. He tbr-rght continuously and on 13th a telegram $,as sent to his parent to say
he was "missing", and then on the 16th a further telegram was sent to say he was "wounded". On the
1Sth they received the third telegrarr to sa\,he u'as "found dead". The father was still not convinced
and went to a lot of trouble trying to find u hat had happened. even enquiring of the American Consul
in Paris. On26th October a fourth teiegram u.as received - this time saying James had been "killed in
action". He had been in conflict since his arrival and rvas killed in action on26th October and buried
at La Boutillerie.
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Later William's story emerged and the father received a
letter stating that "he had been wounded on the 13th but
he could not be picked up at the time owing to being under
severe fire and that he was found dead on either the 15th
or 16th by 2nd Lieut Pitrnan, 3rd Royal Scots, who knew
him well as they were at Oxford together".

Later the personal effects of James were returned to his
father but not William's. The matter was investigated and
the result was; "The Officer commanding 2/Royal Scots
reports that the kit of the deceased officer was handed
over to the Rail Transport Officer on 19170/14 and his
sword may be among those now in the Quarter Master's
stores, but cannot be identified as it bears no distinguishing
mark. The watch cannot be traced, it was not in the
deceased valise and may have been bulied with him. The
belt containing f 11 was despatched to the base but was
lost in transit." These was an enquiry about this br-rt the
officer at the front who posted it erpiained, "they were
being heavily shelled and the transport ioaded ready tc
move off being entrenched for da,vs liad diflculty in
despatching mail and so a propei" receipt \\ as not
obtained". The father said he rr,ras not concerned about
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Jomes Froncis Hewitt

Williom Jomes Hewitt

the money he just wanted his son's
personal effects returnecl. The
correspondence continued r,rntil Jr-r1,v

1 915. There is a suggestion that William
was awarded the Croix de Chevalier de

la Legion d'Honneur but I have been
unable to verify this.Greot Uncle Horolio G Munoy-stewort

St Fillan's church of Scotland, Aberdour. scottish Charity No. SC0058s1


