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CHTLDREN OF CHERNOBYL

Once ogoin this year Alex ond f wereinvited
to meet the little group of twelve Chernobyl
Children visiting West Fife this summer. They
delightfully entertoined us with their songs

ond poems in their notive tongue. Just like
ony group of children there were the
confident ones,the shy ones, the funny ones

- ond eoch one touches your heort.

As f sot there enjoying the children's
entertainment, ond the delicious coff ee ond
home boking provided, f looked oround the
holl ot oll the locol folk who support the West
Fif e group of this notionol chority. Eoch yeor
they toke up the challenge of roising money
to bring onother group to enjoy o holidoy
omong us.
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And, of course, it is more thon just o holidoy;
it is o chonce to significontly improve each
child's heolth. First ond foremost every yeor,
money f or f ores must be roised - the cost of
bringing eoch child f rom Ukroine to Scotlond
is over €500 - then there ore host fomilies
to be found, poperwork to be completed, trips
to be orronged, oppointments to be mode with
opticions, dentists ond lots more. Throughout
the year f olk are buying ond moking clothes
for the children to toke bock ot the end of
their holidoy. All in oll it is o huge tosk which
requrres continuous dedicotion ond hord work.

Our villoge contribution moy seem smoll in the
light of whot others ore doing. Supporting this
wonderful work is a prrvilege ond we should
be pleosed thot the omount we send eachyear
hos groduolly increosed. On behalf of the
children ond the West Fife Group, f soy o
sincere thonk you to oll those who toke the
trouble to-sove their smoll changeand to poss

it on to me. Your faithfulness in this task is

encouroging. 5o for this yeo? we hove sent
€,400 to the West Fif e Group qnd f con soy
with confidence thot every penny is spent
wisely.

Eileen Horper
(860151, sophiahorp@googlemoil.com)

Stamps for the World Mission Stamp Appeal can no longer be handed into 'l 21, George
Street. They have to be posted to Wishaw. The 2010 World Mission Appeal is supporting the
Girls' Hostel at St Columba's in Sralkot in Pakistan. You can help our partner church in Pakistan
to provide safe accommodation for girls while they study by simply collecting your used stamps

which are then sold on to raise money. St Fillan's has a long history of supporting the World
Mission Appeal by coliecting stamps.

You can send your stamps directly to World Mission Stamp Appeal, PO Box 9191 , Wishaw, Lanarkshire. ML2
OYB or hand them in to me, Susan N/lorton, 4 Manse Street, Aberdour or place them in the plastic box under the
table behind those welcoming you into Church and I will ensure they reach the World Mission Appeal.

You can find out more from the Church of Scotland web-site about theWorld Mission stamp appeals and about
the Girls'Hostel in Sialkot.

Anyone wishing to contribute to future editions of the Crosier please contact Shiona Doig on
01383860791 or send e-mail to allan@hame.org.uk
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Letter from the Manse.

Let's begin with a bit of sad news. The Reverend
Chris Park has taken early retirement as Minister of
Inverkeithing linked with North Queensferry on
health grounds. I will miss Chris as a friend and a

colleague, who brought a calm head, deep personal

devotion and a dry sense of humour to our Parish
Grouping Ministry meetings. I wish Chris and his
wife Moira health and happiness for many years to
come.

Chris' plight highlights the rather unrealistic demands

of Parish Ministry at times; one woman or man cannot
do everything that's required in a large Parish, and

carry out their tasks in Presbytery and beyond as well.
The Church of Scotland will have to find more
imaginative ways of bringing theArticles of Religion
to the people of Scotland through the present Parish
system.

Spare a thought (and a prayer!) for our fiiends in
Saline & Blairingone. They've been given permission

to call a new Minister, but on a 50%o basis. They're
guinea-pigs in a new venture, and are naturally
apprehensive about the future. Their Kirk Session is
a small group of very competent and hard-working
women and men, and although the task can be rather
time-consuming at times, it is a privilege to serve as

their Interim Moderator.

I was pleased to have an opportunity to greet Pope

Benedict XVI in Edinburgh (in a large crowd). My
prayer is that the Pope's visit in this 450th year since

the Reformation in Scotland will contribute to
ecumenism among the various Christian
Denominations in our country" Working together
locally and nationally to share the Good News of
Christmas and Easter and of God's never-failing love
can have a real impact on our society.

-o0o-

Some time ago no\\' i had a conversation with a

colleague. He told nre (aeain) that my Ministry was

rather poor. as mv Sennolrs \\,ere too short; as I did
not tell people rvho lir.ed to-qether u,itl-rout being
married they were sinners. and refuse to many them;
and also that I should not baptise too many babies

either, as 'you never see them in Church again'.

Every Christian Denomination has rules and
regulations, the hallmark of a human institution
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needing money, membership and discipline. That's
all good and well, but it appears rather far removed

from the life and work of our Lord and Saviour Jesus

Christ.

Upon careful reading of the four Gospel-versions I
can find no instance of Jesus asking a blind man or
an ill woman, - both seeking healing - : "Did you go

to the Slmagogue last Saturday? No? - then you can
stay ill, I'm not healing you!"

The brilliant thing about Jesus is that He did not go

round accusing people, but He went round teaching
and healing, so living out a Godly life. It is in trying
to become Christ-like, to live a life based on the life
and Ministry of Our Lord that we find our true
purpose in life, which is loving God, and sharing

God's love with all Creation redeemed through
Christ.

It is easy to judge the behaviour of others, and say

that those who want to get married in Church, or who
seek to have their children baptised should conform
to the rules the Church sets for them. But Jesus did
not put up barriers; He did not push people away.

Instead He invited them to Himself, and reached out
beyond religious and social custom to those who
needed Him.

I believe proclaiming the Good News through
welcoming friend and stranger alike, through seeking

to live a life modelled on that of Christ, and through
treating every human being with the love of Christ
in one's heart is more effective evangelising than
quoting Bible-texts out of context or stuffrng religious
tracts through letter boxes.

As Sebastian Ternple paraphrased the great Prayer
of St Francis of Assisi:

"Where there is hatred let me bring your love;

where there is injurlt, your pardon, Lord;
and where there's doubt, truefaith in you.

Oh, Mastef grant that I may never seek

So much to be consoled as to console;
Tb be understood as to understand;
To be loved as to love with all mv soul."

?eter Qubrandy-BarroL
Parish Minister
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FAMILY FUN WEEK
On July 19th we once again welcomed Phil Wray and his team
tioln Scripture Union Scotland to join witlr us in running oLrr

Faniily Fun Week. Phil bror-rght with hirn his wit-e Kirn. kids
Luke and Poppy and his crack team of helpers to aide our team
of volunteers in providing anothcr fun packecl week o{'activities.

As always the members ol both St Fillnn's and St Columba's
welcomed the team openly and offered great hospitality
throughout the u"eek. Whether it rvas by providing becl and
breaktast, making soups and sandwiches at lunchtirnes in the
church hall or f'eeding the masses in their own hures in the
evenings. it was all greatly appleciated. In rnany \\'a).s the
villagels contributed to what was another special rveek for the
team aud the childien who came along ever),dav to enjov the
tirn. We warrlrll, thank every one 6f ,\,ss u'ho did so in any q'ar.

Ou"ventuLe is callecl'Fami11, Fun \Veek'and lirn it certainlr
was...tronl the little ones u,l.ro came along to 'Todtile Tintc' in
the institute, to'Xpedition Force'in the church hall. to tho:e
jtLst th:rt wee bit older: who gave up their rrornl.r-rs to liclp n-rake
it firr the kids!

Gleat times were had b-v rLll.

Toddle Time Airned at the pre-school age gloup. u'as very ri,ell
attended this year with murns and grannies bringing their little
ones along to cnjoy stories. songs and even some toddler
liiendly crafts while they hacl tirne for tea/cot-fee and a well eamed
chat.

Xpedition l'orce Our Pl - P7 group this year'saw around 30
kids errbalk on daiiy expeditions up olrr rnountain. With our ?

tetms aptly named, The Rockies and The Munroes faced daily
challenges to earn points to see who u'ould make it to the top
first. Each dtrv trrought new crafts and games and a story and
related memory verse which taught us all the stor1, of Jesus from
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the Palrrr Sunday ceiebrations through to his death and
resllrrection. With the Last Suppei'proving a Yery popular day
amongst the chilclren as they got to mirke scones anrl eat then-rl

Unfbr tunately this ye ar our Fusion Cafe tbr the secondary school
age group didn't do so well. Sacliy we l-rad only one visrtol olr
the Monday ancl Tuesday evening and so closed for the rest ol
the rveek. Our pianned trip to lhe outlvarci bound centre at
I-endrick Muir u"as also sadly cancclled due to Iack of interest
from the older age groLp but we wel'e able [o reach out to fiiends
on their SU rlrission in Elie, who took our space and wcrc able to
cnjov the activitres tl-rere.

A great turnout converged on the church hall tor the family Quiz
Nrght r.r,ith tl'rc winnins team of the Weatherups. the Waddells
antl the avicl young brain of Daniel Pritchard taking home the
coveted trophy. The Satirrdalr night BIIQ was again kindlv run
ibr us bv the rotary trnd despite the rain. we ali had good lun at
the Silver Strnds.

Then on Sunday atter our scrvicc ofcelebration and thanksgiving,
\\ !' .r11 \haled another fabLrious lunch in the church hai l, so ki ndl y
prcrr idccl b_v our labulous church menrbcrs.

It : amazin-9 to see the church pull to-gethcr to provide sr-rch a
great s eek lnd everyone who helped or contributed in :Lny w'ay
shoulcl -siie themselves a hu-qe pat on the back. Sadly this rvas
Phil and the tealr's last year of mission with us and \\'e zrre ever
gratetLri tbr all their hard work and praver over the last three
r ears. Creat tiicndships have been lbrged and we would wclcome
t''cttt rll h:..\ t,, \herdour rnltirnr.
I hope thrr ri e as a cl.rurch can continue the good work and pray
that ne\t :nn.rlncr tr ill blin-g a new challenge for all those int,olr,ed
ancl for those u ho lccl thel're ready to accept that challenge so
that $e can:i-qain enjov our'Family Fun Week'.

Leona Weatherup

Family Fun Week Word Search by Anne Stuart
Y G R o U P S G N o S V H A I M E H E N
R L A E M I T E L D D o T E L i\'1 X R R G

o W N M () P M U N R o E S o L o o N Y
T E o Y E o H E S E K A C I T E S C E

S S i N C S G A S R o T R E S N K H Z,

E R S Z H T I A X S L Z T E A B C) I P I
N E S I A B E H P A Y N U N U F F E E E

I I U T o L R o S I C P o I N T S T T

R v M o L X A K N A E o H D R U S S S T

E R o A R I A R P B A C D A A L L A G E

o O L S T E E R I I U H N L E o N A N

T M o E H Y Y A L P P B L A A L I H P N
A E E L A A B B E N I A L E M E E T A
C M E R o U E S T I o N S E T w N A J

R E P S N I A T N U O NI S E N o F o G X
N T E R A G R \,I E N I T S I R H C E

M I K E A C C E DD E R o N N I E N N A S

A ALL.AGE.ANNE
B BARBECITE. BTBI-F.

C CAKES, C,\THERINE. CHANT.
CHAT, CHRISTIN E. CRAFTS

E ELAINE
F F{-]N
G GAMES.GROUPS
H }{ELEN
I IZZY
J .IANNETTE
K KATIILEEN. KIM

L LEICH. L{rOl*A. LIZZY
N,{ NI,,\RGARET. MEAL, MEET, MEMORY VERSE,

N4t,SSY (- HALLENGE. MISSION, MOL]NTAINS.
IVITJNROES

N NEIlEMIAH
P PAINT. PLAY, PII[. POINTS. POST BOX.

PRAISE. PRAYER. PUDD

Q QUEST. QUESTIONS
R REBECCA, ROAR-, R.OCKIES, RONI\{IE. ROSS
S SNOWMAN. SONG, STEPHEN, STORY
T TEAM. TODDLE TIN{E

Z

Z

H

N

N
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Parish and congregationa[ register

Deaths
2010

March 8'Mrs. Mary Macphee; 10 - William Farquhar; n.4lay 23 - Mrs. Nancy Holmes;
29 - Mrs. Patricial Borella; June 23 - Mrs. Mairi Thomson; 27 -yivien Owers; July 12 - Mrs. Mary Adams;

16 ' Johann Heuser; 29 - Len Findlay; August 28 - Robert Kerr; Keiran Martin
September 13 - Valerie Simpson; 14 - John Henderson; 18 - Jean Mcleod.

Things beyond our seeing, things beyond our hearing, things beyond our imagining
have all been prepared by God for those who love Him Corinthians 2: 9

Marriages
2010

May I - Paula Marrian and Steven Hyslop; 22 - Natasha Settle and Scott Walker;
July 4 - Vctoria Kennedy and Richard Short; 9 - Diane Gibson and Stuart Burns; 10 - Claire Inglis and Steven Forsilcy;

Aug. 7 - Angela Johnston andWilliam Innes; 13 - Tineke Dusse and Graham Kintour;
Sept. 3 ' Heather McManus and Scott Mackie; 10 - SarahAllan and Gary Thomsonl; 11 - Julie Cook and Ryan Smart.

Those whom God hath joined together let no man put asunder.

Baptisms

May 30 - Glen Wilson; Ella Ne:ild; Juty 11?';:^ Ehzabeth Hay; Angus Michael Archibald

Jesus said 5'Let the children come to me,

Joining by Profession of Faith
Joining by Transferrence Certificate

Alisdair Bayne; Mr Colin and Mrs. Elizabeth Hay; Mrs. Liz Lunn

Joining by Resolution of the Kirk Session
Ms. Marilyn Hynds

We welcome and hope you enjoy your fellowship here
(NOTE: Please advise editor of any omissions from above - these witl be included next time)

Aberdour Rainbows Needs Your Help!
Aberdour Rainbows needs new adult helpers and leaders to continue running. Rainbows are
girls aged 5 to 7 years old and enjoy adventures, cooking, crafts - the glittery the better and
making new friends. The current leaders will no longer be running the Rainbow unit after
Christmas 2010 ar,d we have a shortage of adults coming forward to offer their time to run the
unit. Without someone coming forward to be the unit leader this successful Rainbow unit will
have to be closed down after Christmas.

Would you be prepared to help us keep this unit open?
I know that there are many people who, like you, already lead very busy lives but we would like to keep this unit open
and we would make it as easy as possible for you to become a unit leader. We'll make sure that you feel welcomed
and valued, and of course you won'tbe left on your own. You will be supported by others sharing similar experiences,
balancing the demands 

;:iffi:jffi:'-T#;:il:lT,T1i l1l;," cal, 0 1 3 8 3 8243 6 r
or email: mckenzie. sam@ talk2 1.com

I look forward to hearing from you.

Samantha Mackenzie
District commissioner for Girlguiding in Aberdour and Dalgety Bay.

HEtP!
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Amount raised for Christian Aid by the
coffee morning in May

and the sponsored gotf in june
was f i900 - many thanks to a[[ those who

hetped inany way to raise this magnificent sum
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********* OPEI{ DOOR 2010 / 2011 *********
OPEN DOOR

begins again on Thursday 14th October at 10.30am

!!! St Fillan's Church Hall !!! !!! Everyone welcome !!!
... enjoy each month's event ... bring friends ... make new ones ..

enjoy tea, coffie and home baking ...

74 October ... Old Aberdour: part 3

... with John Taylor

77 November ... The Abbot House, Dunfermline

... the Heritage Trust

9 December ... Flying for Ltfe

... Mission Avtation

73 January ... Vienna - s tour of Atrstria's capttal

... t+,itlt John Burrell

10 February ... Planning to Protect the Eny'ironment!

... with Adam Payne from Briggs Ertyirortmental Seryices

10 March ... The Leprosy Mission Story

... wtth Rev A Roy

.. there will be a FAIRTRADE stall each month

Answers to Spring edition crossword

ACROSS: 4.prlate 5. spices 6. cyrene 9. herod 10. arimathea 12. vinegar

DOWN: l. caesar 2. mocked 3. insurrection 7. coverus 8. Barabbas 11. nine

Remembrance Sunday:

Joint Service in the Church Hall at 10am.
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St. Fillon's Lunches
(Church Holl - First Thursdoy of every month - l2noon - 1.30p.m.)

As we stort out on our fourteenth yeor of Lunches we never foil to be amazed ond
pleosontly surprised of their increosing success. Yet ogoin wehove superseded our Festivot
Lunches totol by this year serving 179 ( | ) diners. Never bef ore have we f elt we might
need to osk our customers to "come bock loter" in order to f ind o ploce of toblel

We would like to tqke this opportunity to soy o big THANK yOU to oll our regulor, ond
new, customers who moke oll our eff orts worthwhile. 5o too,we must soy THANK yOU
to qll our voluoble voluntee?s - those who come olong to serve, who ottend the pots
(moking sure they reoch the requiredSZoC) - who wosh the dishes ond in porticulor,
odding our oppreciotion, to oll those who so gene?ously ond regulorly donote oll the
scrumptious soups and egg moyonnoise of which we oll portoke.

As olwoys - if there is onyone out there who would like to become involved in ony of the
obove woys (oprons provided for servers) you will be mode very welcome - just hove o
wond with Sondro (Tel. 832454) or Cotherine (860611). The more the mercier.

Do come olong to try our good food ond tqke the opportunity to shara'in some great
Fellowship

ABERDOUR SCOTTTSH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB
Doncing storted ogoin on the 15th September in 5t Fillon's Church Holl.

This is on odult closs up to the age of 80 ond beyondl Donce to live music.
Why not try something dif f erent this winter ond keep f it ot the some timell

Look out your doncing shoes ond come ond give it o try.
Cost f.2 (including teo ond biscuits)

(oll proceeds go to 5t Fillon's Church)
For further informotion telephone Sondro on 01383 823454



Page 8 St. Fillan's Church News - Autmn 2010 Edition

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY _ ST FILLAN'S NEW CONSTITUTION
A message from the Minister

The Kirk Session has decided to apply to the Law Department of the Church of Scotland for St Fillan's
to change from a "Model" to a "LJnitary" constitution.

To date we have operated under a Model Constitution, with the Kirk Session responsible for pastoral,
religious and social affairs whilst the Congregational Board dealt with financial and property matters.

Elders were expected to have skills relevant to all the responsibilities of the Session and were appointed
for life. The great majority of the work of the church has been conducted by members of the Session
and Board.

The significant disadvantages of this alrangement were firstly that people were reluctant to take on a
lifetime obligation; not everyone has the skills relevant to all the responsibilities of the Session and
thirdly working for the church tended to be limited to those willing to become members of the Session
or Board.

Under a Unitary Constitution the work of the Session and Board are combined in the Kirk Session.

Arrangements for pastoral districts and appointing one or more persons to have oversight of each
district will remain but, importantly, the need to have an elder to cover each district will not be the sole
criterion in deciding on the number of elders required. It is now envisaged that elders will bring many
different gifts to the government of the church and that outside the Session itself anyone who feels that
they have talents to offer can work for St Fillan's without having to be a member of the Kirk Session.

It may be months before the new arrangements are approved, but I believe they offer an exciting
opportunity for many to work with St Fillan's in a wide field be it Pastoral (including visiting), Social,
Youth & Education, Worship, Finance or Property or simply helping in Church. If you are interested in
any of these do please contact me or any church official.

HAND CTAPPING IN CHURCH

David Crawford

Over the last few years I have noticed the progressive
development of hand-clapping during worship in various
religious services generally.

ln particular, there appears to be a growing tendency
for members of congregations to clap their hands while
singing certain items of praise.

I almost said rhythmic clapping, but that is where the
problem lies.

One has only to watch a show on television where there
is a live audience to observe the enthusiastic clapping
of hands to the music being performed. What is wrong
with that you ask ? lts not uncommon for people to
instinctively tap their feet, snap their fingers etc to a
good going tune.

Howevel what comes naturally to some in the way of
pulse and rhythm unfortunately does not occur in others.
ln consequence, the resultant hand clapping is
invariably out of synchronisation with the music, i.e.,
clapping on the incorrect beat hence moving the accent
to the wrong place relative to the musical time signature
and therefore compromising the whole value of the
praise. Ihe affect might be compared to a platoon of

soldiers marching out of step, the emphasis being in
the wrong place.

Although hand clapping may be praiseworthy, this
practice raises a few questions; is it done because God
wants us to do it ?, is it presumptuous ?, is it for our
own benefit ? or is just because we enjoy doing it ?

Furthermore, what is the real origin of hand clapping
along with praise ?, is it from heaven or mankind ?.
Since clapping hands is a reasonably recent practice
does that mean that Christians have not been
worshiping God in an acceptable way until now ?

Drums for example do not have a melody line and
therefore would be unacceptable in praise to God
because they do not give the "fruit of the lips" the type
of praise specifically requested in the New Testament
(Hebrews 13:15). Surely hand clapping falls into this
category as the hands are not musical instruments.

I have found a few references to hand clapping in the
Old Testament; Psalms 47:1,2 "O clap your hands, all
peoples; shout to God with the voice of joy. For the
Lord [Vost High is to be feared, a great King over all the
earth." Psalms 98:8 reads, "Let the rivers clap their
hands; Iet the hills be joyful together before the Lord."
lsaiah 55:12 says, "And all the trees of the field shall
clap their hands."
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL LUNCH
The annual Congregational Lunch was held in the Church Hall on Sunday 25th July 2010 to coincide with the end of
the Scripture Union Fun Week.

Over 80 members and guests attended, and once again were treated to a sumptuous feast generously provided by
a number of our members. Most of those present hurried through the 'main course'to sample one of the delicious
strawberry cream tarts (mouth-watering pictures further on!) and other equally tempting sweets.
lVany thanks to all those who contributed the food, to those who helped on the day, and the willing helpers who set
up the tables and chairs and helped to clear up at the end.

David Robertson

ME,ET THE NE,W E,LDERS
BiIl Paterson comes from the West of Scotland and joined Neilston Old Parish Church in 1957158. he was educated at
Paisley Grammar School and Shathclyde University and before retiring in 2000 he was director of Engineering of the
Nofihem Lighthouse Board based in Edinburgh. Bills claim to fame is that he has visited every lighthouse in Scotland with
exception of Sula Sgeir (between the north of Lewis and Fair Isle) He also accompanied the Princess Royal on various
occasions when she has visited sites where lighthouse have been built. Bill's hobbies are golf and amateur radio
(communicating only by Morse code) learnt in his days as a radio officer in the Merchant Navy. He is currently Convenor
of the Properfy Committee.

Sue Llyod came to Aberdour in 2003 and originally hails from Gloucestershire. She went on an Alpha course and joined
The Church Of England in 1996 where she served as secretary to Parochial Church Council whilst she and her husband
Richard stayed in Kent. In 2002 they moved to Bumtisland and worshipped in St Serf's then initially to St Columba's
when they moved to Aberdour. Sue came to St Fillan's during our vacancy in 2003 and subsequently became teacher in the
Sunday school. She retired from her position as librarian at Dunfermline High School in2007 and is now working towards
a diploma in counselling whilst acting as a counsellor for Talk Matters. Her hobbies are gardening, cooking, yoga, reading
and handbell ringing.

Isobel Clegg is a local girl, Aberdour bom and bred and started her Church life in, what is now Comerstone Church, in the
days of Rev. David Rutherford. She joined the Church in 1981 whilst under the auspices of Peter Elston, then transferred
to Aberdour in the late 90's. Isobel still works and is a midwife in Forth Park. She started her nursing training in 1982 and
did three and a half years general nursing before specialising in midwifery. Isobel is married to Nick and has two daughters,
Lisa (just off to university) and Rachel. Isobel's grandfather, Joe Moodie, was for many years an elder in Burntisland. Her
hobbies are yoga and attending exercise and fitness classes.

The minister and Kirk Session are grateful to Bill, Sue and Isobel for taking on the mantle of eldership and look forward to
working with them to further the work and witness of our Church in Aberdour.

Christmas Music:
OLrr Organist. Davc Crawfbrd. has organised a Concerl of Advent and Christrnas music fcrr

Saturday l8 Dccernber in St F'illan's Church at 7.30pm.
.\n cppoituntll ttl heal choral and organ music, and to.ioin in carol-singing.

,\r.t occasion not to be misscdl

Christmas Services:
Christrnas Evc:

6.30prl Family Scrvice;
I i .30pnt \\ atchnight Scrvice lplease bring a torch !)

Christmas Dav:
I Oam Fan.r i l,v Cliristmas Cornmur.r i on Servic e

(all wclcome r.vi1l inch-rde a show olprcsents)
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Silence and Honey Cakes is a briefbut inspirational exploration
into Christian spirituality and the life ofthe Church through
the writings of the desert fathers and mothers. These religious
teachers lived in the third and fourth centuries in the famous
monastic communities of the Eglptian desert, which are the
main source of the monastic tradition within Christianity.

However, if you were looking for a potted history of
monasticism, this would not be the place to find it! Instead,
Rowan Williams uses the writings to demonstrate the desert
fathers' and mothers' vision for the Church and to articulate
some of the difficulties and responsibilities involved in being
a Christian. Despite Williams'reputation as a chaotic thinkeq
this book is not heavily theological and is written in a relaxed,
straight-forward style.

Williams begins by looking at the purpose of ascetic
communities, which is not to flee "normal life", as though God
could be found outside ofour everyday experience, but to step
back from one's neighbour in order to understand better how
to live with other people. He challenges us to accept that our
calling is to open the door to our neighbour to the trpnsforming
power of God; but that in so doing we have to put aside our
own agenda, our own ideas ofwhat our neighbour might need.
or need to know, and let God speak to our neighbour through
us. This reflects a general theme in Williams'writings of the
need to allow God.s Holy Spirit to work in us so that we
become more and more Christ-like; it is this, not clever
argument, which will have an effect in other people's lives.

Williams' emphasis on the importance of doing God's work
within our daily lives, of the role of our whole being - physical
and spiritual - in our calling to love God and love our neighbour,
is also characteristic.

So the ascetic life is not about escape from the difficulties of
being a Christian in a hostile world, but a way ofleaminghow
to be a Christian in a hostile world - or more specifically, how
to be truly ourselves in Christ's image. This is a lesson
desperately needed today,,in a time when the Church is in
decline and many people believe that the natural sciences have
eclipsed theological and philosophical thinking. One question
we need to ask is; what is the Church all about? Williams
provides us with some excellent thoughts to ponder in this
book, including an insight into perhaps why he is unwilling to
be seen as standing on one side or the other iri Church debates
on contentious issues (for which he has been heavily criticised).

An important aspect of the desert teachings was that all people
are different some of the ascetics would be very much the
model of asceticism that most of us would associate with the
word; silence, fasting, physical deprivation. Others were more
social and would not give up as much; however, the deserl
fathers and mothers taught that neither silence nor honey cakes
ap necessarily better or worse than the other (hence the choice
of (itle!). Williams emphasises this teaching to show that we
are bll unique and eachpersonhas arolewithinthe community
that no-one else could fulfiI. This is what is meant when Paul
uses the image of the Church as the Body of Christ. We are not
simply iqdividuals with the generic ability to make decisions
and think"our own thoughts; we are person , persons made in
the image'trf God. We are all called to love God and love our
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neighbouq yes; but we are called to do so in a way unique to
us. This is why we should not think that fleeing our daily
situation is the way to become holy or "hnd" God - instead it
is within our particular situation that we are able to respond to
God's call in our lives and open the door for our neighbour.

The second half of Williams' book expands on these themes
through discussing two apparently contradictory aspects oflife
in the desert in his chapters 'Fleeing'and 'Staying'. The
importance of fleeing, as we have seen, is not to escape the
world but to know how better to relate to the people in our
community as persons made in Christ's image. Fleeing is
necessary ifwe are to recognise within ourselves our tendency
to talk ourselves up, to surround ourselves with people who
will prop up our self-image and allow us to justifz what we
say and do. For Williams, we need to be much more silent
not in a maudlin way, but in recognition that sometimes our
words can be a block to God's love, both for us and for our
neighbour.

Staying, on the other hand, is necessary so that we can ground
ourselves in aplace, become part of a pafiicular community;
carry out our calling within the mundane-ness of our ordinary
daily lives. The desert fathers and mothers, while ascetics, were
also part of a monastic community and were critical of those
who moved from one community to another, trying to find
something that suited them perfectly. There was a restlessness
about such people that showed they had not found peace with
God. Students of the desert fathers and mothers were often
told to go and stay in their cell until the boredom and discomfort
with silence had worn off and they starled sirnply to live the
lifestyle to which they were called. For some of us,
procrastinators especially, this sort of advice is important, when
we would rather fill our days with busy-ness and distractions
than face the work that needs to be done. But what we do in
our daily lives is important to God, and the communities in
which we do it are the locus of the work to which we are called.

Although we sometimes get boled u,ith our cornr.nunity and

wish we were somewhere e1se. or think that it doesn't "suit"
us, it is imporlant that wc stay and livc out God's particular
calling to us in this particular placc.

While some of the themes that \\'illiarns discusses can be quite
abstract it is difficult ahval,s to see how his ideas can have a

practical application - Silente untl Honet, Cakes is definitely
a book I u ouid recommend. For a srafi, it will give a much
better exposition of the themes than I have here! But reading
it is also an exercise in spiritual development, which is
something we should all be open to. You do not alwavs har e

to agree with Rowan Williams, but to read a book by hrnr is trr

wrestle with difticult and challenging idcas and to be touchcd
by the thoughts of a deeply fbithful and ' to m1, mind hoir
man.

Caroline Gerbrandy-Baird

Dr Rowan Wlliams has been Archbishop of Canterbury since
2002. He was previously Lady Margaret Professor of Dninin'
at Oxford Universtty, Bishop of Monmouth and Archbkhop o-{

Wales.
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St Fillan
Beside the road between Crianlarich and Tyndrum there is a beautiful glen known as Strathfillan. This
is where St. Fillan, to whom our church is dedicated, was believed to walk and minister to the people
living in the area, there is the ruin of a priory built to recognise his teaching of the Christian way of
life. There is also a modern notice- board explaining that St. Fillan came over from Ireland and made
his life among the country folk, preaching and supporting them as they endeavoured to make their
living from the land. He was believed to carry a staff topped by a bronze crosier which was later
covered by a lar-eer silver-gilt one. This, together with the Bearnane Bell which is also attributed to
him, can be seen dispiayed in the National Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh.

On leaving the rush and speed of the A82 and avoiding the cheerful walkers on the West Highland
way, it is deli-ehtful to wander quietly in this area, imagining that a brief flash of light could be the
reflection from an ancient staff and the deep clang of a bell might announce the approach of a revered
saint. St. Fi11an.

Linda Brown

Good f ood ond good compony enjoyed by oll of the cang?egationol lunch.

!'i
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134 and 3 dogs boord e,d the.
Maid Of The, Forth

f or the onnuol pilgrimo.ge. to fnchcolm

The New Elders

Bill Paterson Sue Lloyd fsobel Clegg
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