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Bill Cochrone:The
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Cotherine Duncon retired os Session Clerk after 22
yeors of service to St Fillons's Church in Morch this
yeor.
As we oll know Cotherine will, with out doubt corry on
working tirelessly within the Church in her dedicotion
to the Lord.

Proverbs 22:l
A good nome is more desirobie fhon greof riches;
Io be esteemed is befter lhon si/ver or gold.
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The Dream came True

On Wednesday the seventh of July 1926 a service was held for the Re-Dedication and Re-Opening of our St
Fillan's Church after its restoration, at which The Right Rev. I McCallum D.D. the Moderator of the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland officiated. For 130 years our church had lain unused and uncared for as a roofless ruin whilst the
congregation worshipped in what is now known as the Church Hall in the High Street.

When the Reverend Dr lohnstone, first visited the ancient ruin in 1913 before his induction as Minister of our Parish a
year later, he described the historic site as a "beautiful and peaceful spot". He was the man who conceived and carried
through the whole restoration process to produce the church we have today. St Fillan's has been described as "one the
finest example of simple Norman architecture in Scotland and has been referred to as "The Miniature Cathedral" (D w
Rutherford'St Fillan's Church') having flrst been built in the early twelfth century. It was a place of worship for perhaps B0
years before Aberdour castle (as we know it now). was built (Govt, Pub, Aberdour Casth), The original castle, it has been
suggested, overlooked the church from the top of Whitelaw - the large knoll about a % nrile to the north on which now
are the houses of the Glebe. fAberdour and inchcotm'unpubtished Dr R lohnstone).

Dr lohnstone had gained the necessary consents from the Presbytery, Local Council, and Lord Morton for the restoration
before addressing a village meeting in the Institute (Community Centre) in August 1925 at which he gained overwhelming
support for his idea. He explained to his large audience that an anonymous donor had offered to pay all the expenses for
the whole project, and that finally made what had just been a wonderful dream a viable proposition to regain a beautiful
church for our congregation in a quiet and lovely setting from the ruin within the old graveyard, (Dunfermtine press). The
long delay to proceed since the beginning of his ministry here had been due, in no small measure, to financial
considerations now happily resolved, the war, and his own military service during 1917 and 1918.

Following the public meeting, work proceeded with great care and detail to ensure that graves remained undisturbed.
The people of Aberdour laid the path leading to the various entrances of the church while professional builders carefully
carried out reconstruction within the old building. Relocation of the original entrances was made, and many generous
donations enabled the building of a vestry and the purchase of chairs (that were iater renewed in 1973 for the 850th anniversary)

whilst the stained glass windows were commissioned by individuals or families, and the organ was given as a gift, Most of
which we have within our church has been donated. The roof was tiled with Caithness stones and those found still lying
about the old churchyard, (Reroofing in 2006 was completed with stone from Hexham, Northumberland); the bell which used to hang in
Dalgety Old Church (stBridget's) was given to St Fillan's; the font was found in the rubble during the restoration; and so
this building which began as a simple but solid stone church, had been transformed into the place of worship we have
today in spite of a minor fire in 1959 followed by another one in 2013 resulting in extensive interior cleaning and
refurbishment.

The Misses Lawrie of Starley Hall were eventually revealed as the anonymous donors who made the Minister's conception
of restoration posslble. (Session Minutes 15th Nov: 1926).

Dr Johnstone continued as our parish minister until 1940. He died aged 71 years in April 1944 and his grave can be seen
near to the castle entrance in the north west of the graveyard. In 1950, Mr Stalker, his successor, dedicated a brass

memorial plaque (which may be seen on fte north wall of the chancel) on which the inscription reads:
" To the Glory of God this tablet is erected in memory of all the clergy who have served this parish, and especially to the

Rev. Robert Johnstone, D.D......, by whose efforts this church was restored in 192€'.

Bill Cochrane
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LETTER FROM THE MANSE

To paraph:ase the Queen's 1992 'Annt$
Horribi/ls ' speech: "2A l5 is not a y€cr on wkich
I shall look back u'ith undiluted pleasure. "

Many of us can see what's going wron_q in the
lives of o*ers; we are less good aI

r"rnderstanding what goes on i:': our own. My
breakdown in the openin_e days olthis year came
as al unwelcome bolt trom the blue. Being
r"rnable io comprehend what's going on in yoLrr

own head is a pretty terrifyin_e experience. The
doctor told me to get alva1, fiom Aberdour.
xhich l did. Bm I rernember vividly'standing on

a platlbrm in York Station unable to Lrnderstand

the j ourmey-boards; scary.

Thanks to medication, counselling and the
kindress of many within St Fillan's and in our
lovely village I was able to retllrn to work in

May. I am:nost grateful to the many'people who
showed lhey cared. through pra)'ers, cards and
through givilg me space to recover.

-o0o-

The world is goin_e through a massive amount of
upheaval. Not so much a time cl change, but
more like a chan_se of the established world-
order in a way f-eiv of us can yet comprehend.

The awful scenes played or"rt in Syrian and Iraqi
lowns and villages i-alling to lSlL show the ugly
face of religious and political fanaticism, leading
to u:rtold sutl-ering, not only among lhe
persecuted Christian communities there.

No-one would har,e been able to predict the
massive movement of people ar0ss North
Africa and the N,Iiddle Iast to Europe. These
lar-ee migrations have led to many deaths along
the way.

I do not believe thal human bein_es dro',rnins in
the Mediterranean, or slarvin_e on the Croatian
borders, or being killed by people-smugglers.
are simply political problems *first and foremost

llese are humsn ppblems.

Thr:se who died in ths bach of an hermetically
sealed retiigeration truck in Austria, and the little
boy lound floating off the Turkish coast are human
bei:rgs, like us, created in the image ol Cod, with
the Diyrne spartrr cf God's love wiilin lheir souls.

Two Biblical stories come to mi:rd. The llrst is a
reading we used during our Service of lloly
Communion in Jtne liom the Acts of tire Apostles.
St Paul and others are shipwrecked: "Once safell*
ushore. re found the islancl :N'us colled klalta. The

islanc{ers shay,esl ex unusuol kindness. Tkq' htilt us

a fire ond x'elcornecl us all, hecturse it y,tts raining".

The second is from the Gospel according to St

\'Iatthew. chapter 7: So whctever you wish thaf
men would do fo you, do so fo fhem; for
fhis is lhe law ond Fhe propheis. "

Our Lord's teaching is qr,rite clear: do not try and
make distinctions. but treat all as you would want
olhers to lreat you. SLrch a way of living lrould
avoid awful events like the llolocaust. the
Armenian Oenocide, the Srebrenica massacre. and a
whole host of other past and presenl tragedies.

In this season cf Remembrance xe would do r,vell

to remember pasl horrors, and the courage of men

and rvomen who lought tbr our fieedom. But such
remembrance would be a hollow gesture if we
woLrld not dedicate ourselves to livin_e in a waii that
would prove wofihy of the sacrifice made for us in
time of r,var.

And lbr Christians there is the added call to live aur
lives as worlhy of the sacril-ice made by Our Lord
o:r Golgotha. and through His glo:ious
Kesurrection, and do to others as He did lbr us: a

life of service and love fbr all creation. made k the
image of Cod.

? uW 6 wt>ra*rn'g - $ a;xd,
Parish Minister

?
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SPONSORED GCLT

Toking port; members ond lriends of St Fillon's ond Dolgety Bcy Pcrish Churches.
Despite o slightly smoller enky ond poor weother this yeor St Fillon's monoged to retoin
the Dovid Rutherlord Cup by o norrow mcrgin. The cup is oworded for ihe best 6

scores returned duing the week.
These scores were returned by:
Moggie Christie 41 poinls
Dovid Sloler 40 points
Rosernory Scotl 3? poinls
Jimmy Wilson 38 points
Elspeth Miller 35 points
Normon Niven 34 poinls

lndividuol trophy winners were:
The Dovecot Trophy {best lody) Moggie Christie
The Sl Fillon's Trophy {besf genl), Dovid Sloler

A sponsorship lolol ol !610 wos divided beiween Christion Aid ond Mocmillon Concer
Support.
Our thonks go to oll lhose who look pcf ond gove donotions over ihe yeors thot this
evenf hos been held Sl Filion's members ond lriends hcve roised over 130,000.
Lois l-tllchinson

I rill n A n W 21tt vemb

Doors opsn 2pm; [2 en1ry to lhe sole includes teo/coffee, with homemode
scone, poncoke CInd fancy coke.

lhe stolll irrclude; delicious boking ond toblet, plonts ond home produce, new
ond neorly new gifts ond jewellery, o Christmos loble, ond Art toble, brlc o broc
with oll sorts, o loy deportment, books, music ond DVDs. There is olso o bottle

rfcll to try your luck ond o superb Christmos hcmper to be won.
Do pleose join us on the doy 1o toke odvontoge of the splendid fore ond

unrlvolled borgoin:.

You might wcnl lo donote; unwonted gifts, ilems once loved bul now
forgotten, good:es for the homper or botlle stoll, boking for lreots, to be sold, or
served up on the doy. Liberote your cosloffs; moke spoce on your shelves, stort
potting up your cltiings! All your conlriSrtions will be most grotefully received.

Hond in to the Church Holl lole cflemoon/eorly evening on F{doy2}tn orlhe
morning of Solurd oy 2lst November.
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LqItlh-gnd_e.o_ngr_egs_ltqnsll9gider
Bereovemenls
2015 Mrs. Uno Cholmers; Mrs. Sheilo McMitlan; Williom Hutchison; Mrs. ilory Dewar;Lews Bonks; Mrs. Mory
Gorvte; Mrs. Koihleen Fergus; Jomes wyre; Mrs. Mory Jockson; John |homson.

lhir:;: beyxd cx Je3 g ' n: oe'icnd !L I rreUrng -r,;,',5 oeylnd ou,r imcgining llve e ll be*l preplrecl by
Cod llr tho:e whl lcve Hir-r Cor:rihicls 2: ?

*l*rriog*:

2015 Lour:e Ccllls cri 8c;j liczner:k:: M:rgcr*l We i:;n :rC .rein Arllsr

lll:e.a,l.m Glj hclir lcine.l iogeiher l:i no ncr put l:under

Sopfisms

2415 lolclihe Zt:; !l':,:c=t.. r:ic ,'l;)i Lf ,jisa l,::lr: ?cacy 3el/e yrlll(el

iesus :tll "Lel lhe ca ci-sl c3rrs .o r-i

{XOTE: Ples:e odvise editor of ony omissions from obove - lhese will ba inclvded nexl time}

Flower Ministry

Sincere lhanks to sll who in ihe posl hcve responded {by cooxing or otherwise) to the reguest
to "Adopt o dote" to contribute, or supply and/or a?rangeflowers in ?ine for Sundoy Worship.
There ore still o nurnber of dotes avoilcble for'odop?ion' if YOU would like to become involved
(see roto in Welcomz orea). Please don't be put off by thinking f loral ort slondsrd is
needed.....suff ice jusl to put some flowa"s in wota:" in voses which are kepl in lhe Session
House.

Our sincere thanks are due olso to all who so gene?ously conlribufe to the 5t. Fiilon's Flcwer
Fund itself throughout the ycor, enobling provision of bloons for the Flower Festival, speciol
evenls, Christmos decorotions and srroll "in our thaughts" orrrnger:lents . Any donotions
for, or enquiries oboul Church Flowers should ba oddrassed to 'fhe convener, Catherine Duncon
- fal. 860511.

St Fillon's welcomes lwo new elders
Two new elders, Solly Sheoil ond Govin Hoy, were odmitted to lhe oflice of eldership of o
service held on 23 August
Solly soid "After being on lhe periphery of the church for o number of yeors before joining St
Fillon's, lwos delighted to find such o kind ond coring communlty. lt renewed my foiih ond
reslored my sonse of belonging. As your elder, I hope lo be oble lo help build on lhis sense
of community."
Govin wos brought up ir Dolgety Boy ond hos corved out o coreer in Finonciol Services
over mony yeors, hoving spent fhe lost 8 yeors os on Agriculturol Bonk Monoger. He liv* in
Dolgety 3oy with his wife, Soro, ond his two young doughters.
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Kothleen lergus
As mosl peoole will know, Kothleen Fergus possed owoy in New Mexico on Thursdoy lst
October. She wos involved in mony octivilies in lhe churclr ond in the villoge. This tribute is

o very personcl one, but I hope il reflects lhe thoughts ol mony.
Allhough Kolhleen l^rod lived in Aberdour for mony yeors, I only gol to know her well when
she inviied me to join her in the Link group which wos formed io bring St Columbo's ond St
Fillon's closer logelher. Hcving lived opposite Sl Columbo's, Kothleen hod formed o good
relotionship with the congregotion in thol procticol, loithful woy thot she tockled cll things.
The Link group only met twice o yeor with lwo frorn eoch congregotion, but those evenings
1n Kothleen's house formed the bosis for o relotionship which I come to volue hugely.
Kolhleen become cn elder in l99B ond she 'took off ' os sonneone soid lo me recently. She
wos willing ond oble 1o help in oll klnds of woys. Cpen Door wos founded by her in 2AA2;
lhe ideo wcs to hove o sociol golhering lnked to :ne church, but open io oll, during the
winter months. I well remernber her scy ng -o ner f'r's' ccr^nnnittee 'well, I sholl be there for
the lir:t cnd the losl meetings, bui ihe rest s ..rc 'c ic,i (:-hleen wcs on omozing orgoniser
- focused ond cleor- ond oble to 'sprecd ihe iocc' 'cr cnC .n,lce. I rennemberwhen she
slorted the Fomily Fun enterprise for the chiloren, inl'lc 'f r,i'. S:.'c-:re Unton, she wos going
down the lisl of things thol needed to be done, ond I volur^-eerec -c cc somethlng. She
turned io me cnd soid, 'no Eileen,you ore olreody giving hosp tcl;lv -c scme of the grcup
ond lhot is enough'. She wonied lo involve os mony foik os she co,Lc. ' y'c- 

^ 
or'-eC tc do

something, Kolhleen would find something for you to do, but she woulon't <eec pi rng -he

tcsks on lo c hondful of individuols. Her enthusiosm wos infectious ond lt wos oil obout ihe
evenl, not obotlt her. She hod o vlsion, she followed il lhrough ond if ihere were ony
obstocles, they seerned somehow to melt owoy.

Kothleen hod o deep foith which showed in everything she did, but she wos not
osteniotious of oll ond I never heord her roise her voice or get onnoyed with onyone. She
hod c good sense of humour ond olwoys o twinkle in her eye. She instilled in me o feeling
lhot I musl do my besl, bul thot God wos in conkol, ond we should trusi him to help us. She
olso led the Sundoy School teom for o while, selting oul o curriculum lo glve the children c
good foundotion in lhe Chrisiion lolth. She tought the older children ond they responded
well to her. Of course, Kothleel wcs o feocher by profession ond wos olwoys well
prepored, bul olso inleresled in her pupils whether lhey were children or odulls like mel
lwos olwoys sod for myself, but hoppy for her, when she wenl owoy to New Mexico in
October eocir yeor. lt wos loveiy to receive her e-moils with news of her childten ond
grondclrildren ond olwoys o speciol one of Christmos. She knew instinctively how 1o keep '

life in perspective. Whoi o giftl
the lcst time I sow Kotltleen it wos with the expectotion lhot she would return ogoin to
Aberdour, even olthough she hod no oddress here onymore. She hod olwoys proyed ond
irusled God for guidonce ond she felt the lime hod come for her lo set up home
permonently in New Mexico.
I shcll olwoys remember Kothleen for her friendship, for oll the good things she did in our
church, especiolly for the young folk, for her omozing vision, enth;sicsm, anergy, sense of
humour, her orgoniscilon ond ottenlion to detoil, logelher wilh o deep powerful foifh.
A very speciol lody.

tileen Horper
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World Mission Stamp Appeal tor 2A1S- 10.

This year the Stamp Appeal is supporling the work of the Church of Scotland HIV Programme lvhich supporls
partners both in Scotland and overseas to help those infected and affected by lllV.

HIV and AIDS ioes not often make the headlines these days. [,{any people think that the problems caused by
the global ecicemtc are things of the past. Unforturately, it is still an issue, particularlyforour partner churches
in sub-Sai^a,'an Aflca and Asia.

Tt ^,-rner= s s. .o ,laccine against HlV, and while retroviraltreatment is availableforthose lucky enough to
^ . r^^.^ ^ ^a,3.rrs::..'.te sslill nocure.Eachyearover'l.5rnillionpeopledieof HIV-andAlDS-relalediiinesses,and

:,e' 2 - !i new infections are recorded. There are still a huge number of children who have lost one or both
3t'3^:s '.: - i anC who are reliant on the extended family or community to care for them.

a-. ^ ^. '' ^^.^ +rrLi -, = L ,=d-s, irsr-lks to the generosity of church members and their fund-laising. the Clurch of Scotland
Hl\ P::;:a-*e las been abie to offer support to partner churches oversea$ as they engage with the reality of
Hl!'a': e lS ":heir communities; nearerto home. we also support local orEanisatrons in Scotland who are
reac:. -; :-: :. 'an"rriies infected and affected by HlV.

The prc;e::s e sLipport at home and overseas run education awareness programmes, support orphans and
vulneraa . :- l'31 train volunteers to provide home-based care, facilitate support groups for people living wilh
HIV so t'a: :-3, 3an live positively in every sense of the word. They also challenge the stigma and
discrimira::- .'.n ch so often accompanies an HIV+ diagnosis"

How to contribute

r Posi , 3 
', 

" stamps to World Mission Stamp Pro.ject, PO Box 9191 , Wishaw, Lanarkshire, fulL2 OYB or
o Hanc-aelrver to Susan lVIorton, 4, IVlanse Street, Aberdour

or eave in the basket to the right of the door as you enter St. Fillan's

or leave tn wooden box on the first windowsill as you enter into the Church Hali

or give to Gordon in the Post Office.

lf you believe your stamp coliection is valuable please arrange for Keith Scott to coliect it personaily by
telephone - 01698 351323

ca:rerrne Duncan then very kindly takes the stamps to presbytery where they are uplifted and taken to
Wisha*,

Thank you very much for taking the trouble to collect and then deliver the stamps. Each stamp counts

Susan lViorton

a

a

a

a
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Ihis orficle should hove oppe ared in fhe current edition of Ihe Villoge News, buf
unfortun Josl beiween ety Boy and Aberdour!

It is often soid Spring is o time of stort-ups ond reowokening but in church life the some equolly opplies to the month of
September.
Whilst some of our orgonisotions such os Porents ond Toddlers, lrlucky Pups ond Lunches continue throughout the yeor,
September sees the stort of mony others who hove enjoyed o breok over the summer months.
Aberdour Scottish Country Doncing Club storts ogoin on l6ih September ond onyone interested in joining should speok with
Sondro McSkimming on 823454. Open Door begins on Thursdoy Blh October ond continues through to Morch. Corpel Bowls,
Church Club ond oll our octivities for ihe youngsiers such os Guides, Scouts, Brownies ond cubs oll re-form in September,
We hove our cnnuol kip to lnchcolm on l3:n Seplember ond tickets ore ovoiloble from Willie's ond The Purple Shop. We
hove o coffee morning on l9th September in the church holl ond our onnuol sole of work on 2lsr November.
But whot of lhe summer moihs just post. We held o very successful Fomily Fun Week with our friends of St.Columbo's storting
on 27th July for four doys ond o totol of 65 children ottended. Tuesdoy of thot week sow the hotly contested Quiz ond on
Thursdoy evening we hod our BBQ (ond 1t didn't roin this yeorl). The Flower Festivol in St.Fillon's roised f,3/0 ond os with oll
these events, the minister ond kirk session cre ever groteful for the efforts of so mony willing helpers.
On Sundoy 23'd August we were delighted lo welcome lwo new elders on to Session ond we ore sure Solly Sheoil ond Govin
Hoy will contribute to the work of the church here in Aberdour.
It is very eosy to get oul of the hobit of going to church on o regulor bosis so if you hoven'1 been for some time, if you
hoven't seen our beoutifully refurbished building ond perhops you think you will nol know onyone, toke thot step ond come
ond worship wilh us one Sundoy morning. You will be ossured of o worm welcome ond if enlering the church building is o bit
dounting, join us in the church holl on the lost Sundoy of every monlh for worship ond o welcome ieo or coffee of lhe end
of lhe service.

Ewort McSkimming Tel.No.823454

@ffi
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Sunday 29 Novernbe;

Sunday 6 Decernber

Christmas and Advent Services.2015. in St Fillan's Church

Advent Service in the Church Hall, 10.30am

Advent Service in St Fillan's, l0.30am
Advent Evening Service, 6.3Opm

Sunday 13 December Informal Dvent Service in the Church Hall, with participatioa from'Young St Fillao's", "The
Sketchies";the St Fillan's Bell Ringers;afterwards Mulled Wine & other goodies. l0.30am

Sunday 20 December: Festival of Lessons & Carols, St Fillan's, 10.30am
Meditative Advenl Service, St Fillan's, 6.30pm

Ckistmas Eve Intbrmal Advent Service tbr the young & young-at-hear-t;

Carols, short story, gifts from under the Christmas Tree, 6.3Opm

Watchnight Seryice, i 1.30pm
(community Carol Singing from about I 1.l5pm. Bring a torch)

Christmas Day Ckistmas Family Service of Holy Communion, l0.30am
Showing of Christmas presents.

Sunday 27 December Music & Readings for the season, including the

Sacrament of Holy Baptism, 10.30am, St Fillan's Church

St fillsn's church of Scotlond, Aberdour. Scofrish Chority No SC005851
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