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;#s ffiddmssj#4i'gee"g*. €ffit#r&mFd€"

Xtze;{*xsgree-F*ttit;s;:

Ilecembrer 1-Q?8

.ftElf+lil&*q{#trr

No 125

Dear Friends and members,

Love eame ciown at Christmas, a gift, of iove sent from God 1n the form
of ;he i:aby,Jesus Christ.'Ihat is the message we hear each Christmas but
ihis year it is even filOIe special and announces thiat 1999 haS been
iiesigrratecl by the Christ.ian church as the year of l,ove. Our Christroas card
co everyone this year i:ells of how God's love fcr peopie was manifested it':
.resus and I hope and pray thal you finci the Ci:ristian message in the card
boi:h meaningful arrd heipful..

&t Christmas Lre celebraLe the birth of Jesus and give thanks to God
fer the wonderful gift he gave the worLd almost 2000 years agio. Jesus is
however given to us as a gift for life, not just .for Christmas and, as I
said at last yearoe Christmas Eve service, $e is a gift that we cannot
return. As we prcpare for Christmas let us give thanks to God for givinq us
UE}UD.

Over the next fevu weeks we have a numher of ,$ervic*s, during wbrich wt:

wi].l anricipate, then ceiebrate the birti; of Jesus in scng, prayer and
readings. Detail-q of times et,c. are in the eard and I hope you will be able
to join with us for all or scrne sf these.

May I take ihis opportunity to r^rish yau a}l the ccmpli.m*nls of the season

Your parish minister

Peter l'ai k

1

''H'hcs ffiHptressiclsk mfl c?s*

F*mv"e epf ffhe$$gsstffi$ s*sxatrs
tr{n 3':63s3 s+rfit3? hqst wf,sh*s
ffi"ffid ffi'treetisrgs nrmxm tfue

&*.$.m{stffitr erhs& Kflsk Sessimpa
mfl S€" ff{BAms:s$m ffierfs}.x
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T'her* is a plia* tbr tlt* !:cs$ *r:il:ursd it pie*.rre. Iintd*s shonid he.,.r.:ith ilie ediror i:y iliutsrrn*s.

&$fumiri's $*xrg

E&eg*?ffi {-&sf-x,&es,m:

i Th*3, v,u{r ars*. hriaw a.r:el p.rn:fu gr,r".;mr*

Thr+e strangers fla* afhr
Spi*:dn ri'* m),' **iti:er
Fir e b*by an * star

2 };arthcr *cuiei*.*. watr*rstaun
.{ leent fiEre by his fu**,
"tr e{{ru!a th.ink that r*yalty
Wid bidq* im s{e a p}aee"

3 F*tk eqyin ei*t for vrin* an hread
Folk el,ossin *:i the fI*or
! *:arma" stop tee 3istefi!"
'flhen l:e slt*wed thein c;wer the el*or

4 I rvis rmnin f*r rry *tither
Fet*i:i* b}*;lkets. servin lyin*
Whsn * a suc$rf*m si* a thocht
Csm blerzir"' tae r*3, .rrri:n I

5 .!i*r I mi,rreJ.eq$ c3 the lassic
A.* hcr man" in $sr sst-bly"e

An th* hairnic ir: the: h*rmc-e*e.l
'fhet ti::r:ies cJ*:qv*ei us ipi ilis cn-.

6 Fdy *:ither thCIcht tr'r{ g*ne *l*an d;rtt
Whert tr <trrappit &, afi tr&rl
'Iac try an finqi tir*.c si:r;rng*rs
'Fr:re they m:teived their earavan.

7 They *:ust hae tho*ht r&c daft a:r) a

As tit*y sat abeiot tl:eir fire
A rrye* las*i*, l"ricnin, sereee]-tin

"It's th*tgl ieddi* in c"l*.{ h-_l,r*!"

&&@&&&&&"#&@&6@
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The Fastoral Comn:iffee wish to remind memhers that arrangermemts can be rnade for those
witheut t&*i.r own trenspsrt who are flot n$rmally abte to visit farmily amd &rends in h*spitatr
that the Kirk's ehariffeuring service which is operated by a number of votruclteers, is still
available. Also the church *perates a shopping end pensio#prescription e$lleoticn senice
for the housebound, te*rporanly or otherwise.
If you requirs help pleaw contact any one of the fi:ilcwing: sill cc,chrane - 860?s6

Collette Adam - 86S515 Catherine Duacan - S60611
Kathleen Fergus - 860804 Eleaaor Morrison - 850?41
Man:ie Renni* - 860711 l)ouglas Crow - 860291
Ken*etl: F{odge - 86053? Nerman McD*nald - g6O5gs

Claristmas Sohn B*tlemin
The holly in the wi*dy hedg*

And around the fulaner House the yew
Wiltr soon be stripped to deek the leclge,

The alter, fsnt asrd arch and pew
So ttiat the villagers can say

"The shureh looks nioe" cn Christmas Day

A.nd, is it true?.rLfici is {t true,
'I'his ll:ost kemer:dci:s iaie of,ail,

Se*n in a stained-gless ra"i.nriE*v's hue
A hehS'ii: irn r:a's staii?

ll'i:e h:taker of the stars and sea
Hcc+rne $ Chiid rrn earth for nie'l

Anri is it trua? F"or if it is.

3',i* I*ving fingers lvir:g strixgs
llrqrr.icd therse tissu*d fripperies;
'i'ir* sw*et and sili.v Christn:as things,
ffiath salts amei lncxpemsive se**x
And trldeous tie so kincily meitnt^

jrir: iovc rh*t in a &rmily slw*ils,
I.Io caxrlling in flrosry u.:r.
'FJ*r 

mli th* steeple-shahimg hetts
Can with this singlc lfn:th e*inpars
1"1:ai f.:'mei was rmam in Pai*stis*
lLrld liv*s torlay im llrearl nnd lVine

sess@&@*ss
.S.Btriirter frroup?
$ipr *utsicie a chuiuir it; Glasg*r,v: "T'he serpsrlter *f Nae6s*th ri**ets_j*i;:.*r"s."

"l]*;r.i" (is;i3^, I lik* ilhristr*as h*e*us* it's your hlrtliclay" lvdr-rst p**pi* like {j}:ristm;r-c X,,*saus.*
r-ij't}-r"e 6:rs$"*nis. " r)*v:nis" Freirn '"ehiir*em's ir":'lters te #sd"

?
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The Questton cf the Angels

Aa otd Christian }egend tells us that lvhen Jesus waett up ts Heaven ire was

a*companie<i by angels. They asked, "What is g*ing to happe*e tCI yoffi work that,vou started

on Earth lvhen yu* *r* in Heaven? Wili your rryords and deeds, your living and yotu suf,f,eriag

be forgotten?"
Jesus slmwed them his disciptres as they walked d*wn frorn the ascension mcuntain and said

'*I have my disciples. I hiave sent them tl'ueughout the werld"'

The amgels asked further, " But Lord, if they feil what plan do yau have then?"

Nearing Heaven Jesus answered "'I have ao other plan."

Christrnas ltoies

$xaxlday Sefu**$ Nm€{vi*Y

$t FiElaer's C$selreh

Sunday' ZStHB m€ 6'SSPme

All weXcomre especieBEY chfiBdreat

CamdEeB{t Watch-Nflgkt Service

flF,$risfsfixes Hve 11"8S Pam

t

ffihristxffie$ ffimy

Ae ttrac cloee qlf the eervice qre vritrfi eelebrace
the Sacr*ment of *SolF#&%ffir"ism for thcse

vace
6

$

fegB

to

others
ptreseflt t0

slxryw

Am flxsfsrrusal.
$ervice fox the

farzeily
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A,Scene $tesler?..,. '.r' ,: i' .t $uadayssfuoolT-qchertoolcs baek""
,.:., _r .}{,

Above their liule heads TI# STAR shone so brightly (admittedly assisted bythe
strong r+"inter sunlight sh'eaming through the *tridCIw) that long gone day in Desember, as \rre
witnessed'The Nativity"

"Snse in Royai David's Ciry-" we sang - verse one only -thereby setting the scene. *lvI&ry" &nd
"Joseph" had bee$ shown iate the stahle and were sittiag behind the small wooden snanger
overflcwing with hay. A host of littlc Ang*ls all dressed in white looked ah sa young erld

+
t

innocent beneath their tu"rnlcling tinsel haloes, and quite a few
tears were brought ts sosne of our eyes as they maCe their grand
entraace tc the scerte, and uhAar.y" gently laid her newly arrived

ia the hay. "...-.the iittle Lord. Jesus laid down his sweet
Eeead.,.." ue choruseci

t"{rtt fro:n far eistant hilisirjes haei ti:ey br*ught tteeir streep
..rueer*ly a fe"i's:,:irs froni the rrrsg5 ... but eveflr s;$ one pocr llttie

str*pherd had had q*ite a stniggie copirr;3..vith trris }a*lb, It'"vas nr:t
that it w&s a very ,;::ruly *ne, just ratiier sttff *ni{ a.{m*st as i:ig a*"

ihs r,vee lad hr*:s*lil Althougtr it ti;iel been sugg*stsd that he might jusi l*l it starid wh*re it
;,vlis and l+*k fi*m ther€, the '"vrE seul had insrsred his la.nxb shoul<i tre aiiarved tc corne t** tcr

s** {he Bab;,; i*sus cfu;s* uplii tQuite right t*ei}

Tiren tlt*re w*:rc tlme* fuings, respleirdent in their horne*naacll: cult{iin metenai ic;bes and
eereibc,*rd *ro\{,.ris lv'ith ths stuek on'lew#ls" "....Ger}d I brinq....": "^...M1.rhh is r:irie..,.." wr
sa??g a.s eme by nnt th,ey approaehed, knelt and pla**d their grreei*u:l6ilts b*sicie fh.e maag*r.
"......Frarlliii?sfns* to E.rfilli AII eVes had b,een transfixed *ni;ha: riCI*ne and no-ane (r:r
perhraps just efie &r two) haiX $*en $r he*rEi tuiar tipti:e in, hiili..."...jiist as fhe thirri
v+{c*ffiam/krng approaehed ttrt* erib ".ios*pir" surid*nly leapt t+ 1r1r fi**t {rvcaring
sulh a hapfry sluile) ariei shuuteci "Daddvl Iladdyl Ttrere's mu: fiadd],i" What
eemfq;rxl it'*'as f-rir hirn to knolv his Da*ieiy w&s preseitt in the erowei, and i,vhat
a loving and ws;r<ierful vrelco.sne he gave his father as he ran to:nest *nd hug 

l

him and all exse faded into insigpi.flr0an*s, No r:rce dared t$ stop him - for " 
l

what rnany of.the "extra$" {auldienee) <J.id not kncw at that tirne, wa$ our
"J*ssph" rcaitr3, wa:; iooking for,,va.rd to a speeial hlrtlt that day, and i:rs fathcr's {intenel*d}
qidef entrauce heraldeci the happiness anri eetrebration *f the hie"th of his l.,ety $\q,Tl

Christlr:lastime baby... his rvee bratheri Needless tfi ss.y rve ail fleit so irappy f,<rr having shar*d
in'ir:s gcod ncrvs.

i{ow? Cn* rvol:eiets what hecarne *f our "Jo$eph", whlle, als* thlnking *f ti:* warcl g}orv
*f,J*y and Comrfslrt we feel when we weleeime our }{eavenlt'Father and share un l{is fiood-
iSe'*a's br*ught to us tivouglr His Son.,...the Specia! Baby, hsm tlrat First Christmas long" ser

Iomglago.

..,'.

"Ilear qlod.

ChristllriLs sli*ulel b* earlier becaus* kids ean ontry be go*d f"or s$ isngJ." .Bettl

f}om u'Children's Letters tqr God."
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