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Churoh Newsl etter Committee :

Csilette ddam
Lind;r Browr Distribution
Cat?rrrine Dunran
David Hammah

Eileen Harper
K.enneth Horige Editor
Senga Ncbtre

Articies l'or inciusion ilt tlee hlewsletter oarn b*
handed tc any me*rher of'the eosrrnittee or t<l

the Beadle {ev*tr wld}e he is ringing tire beii
on a Sunday nr*mrng)
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Church lvtrembers will be pleasocl to know that Jolin Hendersom snd his teaffi of Ciltrs have

recently ctr*me a w*nderful job cieaning up the "p&ti*" at the rear of th* Church Hail, Ttris

is the area adlaeent tei where tlie oid kiteh*n used te stand anEl, altliough thc area is

snabbed, i"l. :xas covered in moss, weeds amd a few snmll trees lvere bcginning to take root,

John and leis larls have sl*areri it altr away and we wiln so*i: have a pieasant area u,&ere

baltrs cam be safely ptayed with, a bar-b-cuo {}r a sausffige sizzle can take piaae and even the

oountry daneers w.ould hsve roqlr& tar 213 sets if they woulel like to get out in the fi"esk *ir,
Thank you ve4/ rnueh Jmfu: mel the bo,vs for ali your hard w*tli. Rrr**e llrever

R"eeently retr:orled in the Massacirusefis Lawyers Journai the foliowjng are questions

aotilally asked of wilnesses by atrlorneys during triatrs.

1. "Now doctor, isn't it tru* that rryhen a person dies in his sleep, he doesn't know about

it til}the next morning?"
2. ""Ihe youngest son, the t*enty year eid, ltorv old is h*?"
3. Were yCIu presefit when your picturs w&s taken?"'
4, Were you alone *r by yourselff"
5. lVas it you cr your youngor brothsr rvho was killcd in the watr?".

6. '"Did he irill you?".
?. "Hora,far apart were the vekicles during the eoliisi*n?"
8. "You rvere there tilX the time you left, is that true?".
9. "How r$eny times have you comn:ittod suicide?".
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Dear friends and members

This year we celebrate 2000 years of Christianity andgive thanks for the wonderful
gift that God gave the world in the form of His Son Jesus Christ. In the Gospel of John (John
3:16) we are told that the gift is for everyone for God so loved the world that He gave His one
and only Son, that whoever believes in Hirn shall not perish but have eternal life. God's gift is
unrestricted and universal, and knows no hurnan bounds such as time and place. It is a gift of
grace that was made to those who have gone before us in the faith, is available today for all
of us, and will continue to be offered by God to those who follow in our footsteps. At this
Millennium time those of us who share the Christian faith look back over the past and give
thanks for God's providence. We also however have an eye to the future knowing that one
day, when God considers the time to be right, all his promises will be fulfilled and the Lord
will come againand claim for good and all what is rightly His.

People will celebrate the Millennium in different ways and I know that as you make
your own arrangements for Christmas and Millennium many of you will be ensuring the
centrality of Christ in your plans, after all isn't Jesus Christ what both Christmas and the
Millennium are about?. You may however know of some people who do not share your sense
of wonder at the incarnation. Instead they adopt an attitude that all this religion spoils
Christmas. We who share the faith know how much people miss when they do not have
Christ in their lives. Perhaps this year we could help remedy this and all make a special effort
to invite the sceptics and the doubters to come to Church with us and let them experience the
joyful and varied way in which we celebrate the Lord's Incarnation.

In this newsletter you will find detaits of our Christmas and Mitlennium servioes and I
hope that you will be able to join with us in St Fillan's (or which ever Christian church you
are associated with) at this very special time of year.

May God continue to bless you all.

Peter Park
Parish Minister
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YE:r&s&e3 --e*K&-"ffiffi$$
B*rcr {n Stirlimg 3rd August 1909
Ili*d in Ferth i?th September i999

This tribute is made on behalf of the Kirk Session of St. Fillan's Church, Aberdour
and particularly in the name of those members of Session who served alongside David
Rutherford during his rninistry here.

David Rutherford was inducted as minister of the united charges of Aberdour and
Dalgety in 1949. He came with the warmest of commendations from his charge in Alexandria
and with a distinguished academic and war record.

He was born in Stirling, educated at Perth Academy and St. Andrews University
where he was an outstanding scholar and sportsman. He graduated with distinction and was
awarded Blues in both cricket and rugby. He captained the University Ist XV.

in 1935 he was ordained to the minis*y of the Church of Scotland. His first
appointment was a chaplaincy in Assam. Returning to Scotland in 1937, he acted as an
assistant chaplain at the Empire Exhibition Church. The following year he was inducted as
minister of Bridge Street Church, Alexandria.

At the outbreak of war he volunteered as a chaplain to the forces, serving with the
First Gordons. He was seriously wounded at the Sferro Bridgehead in Sicily as the eighth
Army drove for Alamein, to Tunis and on to Sicily. He was awarded the M,C. " for his
selflessness and devotion to duty in the Sicilian campaign." The citation goes on to say that
the men of the Battalion found inspiration in everything he said and did.

At the end of the war David retumed to A.lexandria where he and Jean rnet and they
married there in 1939. It was to be the happiest of marriages with love and care being in
abundance. In that same year he responded to a call from the united charge of Aberdour and
Dalgety.

The hallmarks of his ministry in Aberdour over a period of 26 years were the
excellence of his preaching, the regular visitation of his two parishes, whereby he knew all
members, not only from seeing them in the pews but also'from visiting them in their own
homes, his welcome to every nelvcomer to the village within days of their arrival, and his
work with the youth of the district in Youth Fellowship and tsible Class. In everything he
undertook he had the active support of his wife.

He was known throughout the Church as a gifted preacher, and over the years he
received approaches from other and larger oongregations seeking a new minister, but he
loved St. Fillan's Church, he loved the village of Aberdour and the people of the two parishes
and derived satisfaetion, happiness, and a continuing chalienge from his ministry here. He
was honoured by an invitation to preach at Crathie Church in the presence of the Queen.

He led us by personal example, responding to every need and always ready to
encourage others showing less vigour than the minister, and to provide help and counsel. He
had an acute sense of duty which some people saw as over seriousness but undemeath that
exterior lay a lively sense of humour and fun.

He would not countenance resoruces being spent on local situations without due
consideration being given to wider needs, and it was through his leadership and
encouragement that the 850th Anniversary of St. Fillan's took the form of an Act of
Thanksgiving and lhat 50o/o of the funds raised were donated to Natioaal Church Extension.

In1974 he retired to Perth. Always a keen and knowledgeable gardener, his small
garden at Perth was a continuous joy to him and to his family and friends. In retirement he
continued to serve the Church acting as locum and providing supply for a number of
churches in and around the city.

tr{is entire life was one of devoted ser"*ice - to his country in time of war, to Church
and Community at home and abroad, and always as a faithful and loving servant of his Lord

1



and Master.
He is survived by his wife Jea4 their daughter, Jan, and her husband and two sons all

of whom he cherished deeply.

We were privileged to have David Rutherford as our minister.

W H Chalmers
Session Clerk
St. Fillan's Church, Aberdour. (1967-1976)
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.Iubilee 2000
if you were on holiday at the time, the 12th of June will not have any great significance but

for the 10,000 people who ringed Edinburgh castle it was a memorablo event. Reporting the

occasion, Claire Duncanson of Jubilee 2000 Scottish Coalition, said that despite the

miserable Edinburgh weather an amazing 10000- at least, stoically stood their ground, each

forming a crucial link in a chain which snaked 3,75 miles throughthe city centre. The chain

was an inspiration to the delegation of international, religious and political leaders, some

directly affected by debt, as they marched through the rain up to New College. There a

symbolic petiiion was handed over to'a group of 11 cyclists who carried it all the way to

Cologne in just 7 days, to present to the G8 representative sat the summit.

Cfun'fim*ffims Stamps HelenHannay

I have received a note from the

Board of World Mission informing me that the

amount raised from old stamps last year was

*3344.72 - not bad for old stamps - so would
everyone please continue to drop them in to 10,

Telny Plaee or The Newsagent in the High Street.

( Do not throw away your Christmas mail stamps

hut hand them in - thank you. Ed)

ffieffiffiffieffi&ffieffi&ffi

Registration plate seen on a trailer being pulled along the A9: L2 LOO. The trailer was

carrying 6 porta loo's.
The registration seen outside a kilt supplier in Edinburgh's High Street: "K I LTS".

The editor would like to hear of other odd registrations seen running about.

a,)



A Prayer for Childrm of the 90's

We pray for dritdren . .
dho'put.t*oi"e finger everywhere, 

r rlr

Who lile ebc 6ckl€d,
Who sphsh in puddles arul nrin their nerr troulerB,
Who sneak biscuits before supper,
Who rub outholes in metrs workbooks,
lt\lho can never find their choe6.

arrd wephf ri,ri['o*
ltVho sarc et pholo6apherc frora b€hind barbed wirg
Who can't bounce down drc sU,eet in a lrew palr of trdnerg,
Who never played -one pottoe, two potabe, Orrre potaEe four"
Who are bom in placer we wouldn't be caught ln,
Who never go to dre drors,
Who live in an X-rated world.

We pray for ctrlldren , 'i,"r'::,'r-",'1''
Who bring us rdcky kisrec and ffrtfuls of dandeltons,
Who rlccp witr the dog and bury gotdfish,
hlho hug ul in a hurry and foryet lunch murqr,
lAfho cover tlremselves with Band-Aids and stng off-key.
Who sgueeze bodlparte all over the glnk,
Who slurp theirsoup.

We pray for children wlro want to be carried and for those who must.
For those wencver giva up on
And for thore who don't havea second drance,

,p5r Srose we smother. . .I r ' And those who wtll grab the hand of anybody
Kind enough to offer it.

We pray for our children, and for other people's

Atrrcl

- by Ina Hughe (adapted) Copynght Prophetor Unknown
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o{nd we pray $or those who $ewsr Bet dessert,
bltro have no ffieurigy blarlk,eC ts dr*6 behi.nd th*m,
14&o wateh *reir parenB wr*teh therm dis"
Whs eare't fkd amy bread to s@a8,
14,hc dcm't Erave any r#om* fm eleari up,
VHhsse pieturm ereEt't on amy dres$er,
trl/?ros* r&srlsters a,ure rea!"

We pray for children
Who spend alt their pocket money beforeTuesday,
Who ttuow Bntrums in 8regreen grocer/s arud pick at dreir food.
lrv'ho shove Ouir dirty clothes under the bed and never clcan the bath,
Who rquirm in churdr and scttam on ilre phone,
YV'hose tean we sonretlmes laugh at '
erd whose smilec can rnalsew cry.

W<.".\
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And we pray for those
Whose nighunarec corne in the daytime
Who will eat any*ring,
Vttho have never teen a dentist,
Who aren't spoiled by anybody,
Who go to bed hwrgry and cry themcelv€s b sleep.
Who liva and rnove, but have no beirrg.



Christmas and Millennium $ervices in St Fillen'e
An invitation is extended to you to join with us fof all or any of these
Sun l2e 10.30 iMoming Worship

-o&s

fi,{fl, :k,,,,r,l,ffi t#JHJtrtl, nou, and are not
selling tickets. There will be a charity polleetion on the day and
the castle cafd wilt be open for those who want to purchase

refreshments
bun 19ft 10.30 Morning worship

A service of readings and carols

3.oo ffiSe* 
sundayschoorNativity

Please note change of time to the afternoon service

,slh
',$,.ry

Mon 20ft 7.00 A'd Rosyth District Scouts
Chnstrnas Campfire Carols in Church Hall
This year Aberdour scouts are hosting this service.
It is to with an interest in Scouting

Frineary Scherol end of temm servi*eTue 2l*t lo.oo

Fri 24e ll.15PM

Sat 25th 10.30

: :,i ,

'$$$,
Watch night Service

Christmas Day Family Service

Sun 26ft

Fri 3l *t

10.30

6.30

e.3$

Sun 2nd 10.30

Followed by Sacrament of Communion

Morning Worship

Millennium Service of Thanksgiving
Prq
s7
HHf Moming Worship
Service of recommitnent

$ru.rament of communion in church F{all

Sun 9ft lo.oo Morning worship led by Rt R.ev J B Cairns
Moderator of the Chureh of Scotland
Dtring which we dedicate our stained gloss windows
Buffet and presentation of Lortg Service Certifioates afterwards
in the school



CONTRASTING VISITS, Margaret Smith
On Sunday,zsthAugust, I attended the modest country church where I had

worshipped for over 30 years, was welcomed from the pulpit by Hazel and, after the service,
had many enquiries regarding the health of my family. I also had the pleasure of
congratulating a couple whose first grandchild had arrived the previous day.
At just over 200 years old, this Church must be regarded as fairly new!

Then, on Tuesday, 2nd Septembeq I visited Shrewsbury Abbey,
Shropshire, to reach which I had crossed the English and Welsh
Bridges over the River Severn, which, on that day, was quite a
naffow, peaceful stream, and negotiated very busy streets via
pedestrian crossings. This Abbey was founded in 1083 on the site of
a Saxon Church and Benedictine Monks were brought to it from
France. Immediately, inside the door, there was a Sales Table with
Guide Books, Mementoes, f,l.00 tickets for would be photographers,
and books and literature relating to the late Ellis Peters' fictional
Brother Cadfael. A large part of the floor near the knave was formed

by very old tombstones over graves. One which inhigued me was that of widow Elizabeth,
daughter of a Lord Chief Justice. She was born in 1627 and lived until 1711, 84 was a great
age at that time. Her father would have been most interested in the Union ofthe Crowns in
1603 and she would have kncwn of the Union ofParliaments in 1707, both events which are
still greatly discussed.

On Sunday,lzth September, after moming servioe in St. Fillan's Church, I joined the
group which was visiting Inchcolm idland. An open air Service was held beside the main
Abbey building after which picnics on the beautifully kept grass and explorations of the
buildings and Island were the order of the day. No trouble in September from nesting
seabirds. The best preserved monastic remains in Scotland (the Abbey of St. Columba,
founded ll23) have numerous, but discreet, notices and plaques explaining the purposes for
which the buildings were used. The Historic Scotland building is some distance from the
Abbey and not at all intrusive. There is a feeling of peace and tranquillity when on the
Island.
A tired but cheerful band (from infants to octogenarians) returned to Aberdour.

1083 to 1999 - contrasting visits - contrasting memories - and yet all linked to the first
Christmas.

R.misirtg g4{}$$ f*r the ]Vfritrlemmiwm T*rget"

The Millennium target is f,4000. This is
approximately the cost of the new windows that have been
installed in St Fillan's and paid for through the legacy fund.
The two charities to receive f2000 each are the Kinross
Hospice, Rachel House and our missionary partner's school
in Pakistan.

Catherine Nicol has received a gift from St
Fillan's each Christmas to be used to help in the teaching of
the girls in her care. In the past, her letters would indicate
the problems experienced, even mentioning the word
"Christian" would have the authorities breathing down their necks. As this was a teaching
establishment it was allowed to exist on condition that anything Christian was invisible.

Life has become easier of late. Even her letter heading shows the words St
Columba Christian Girls RTC. Catherine's last letter to us told of a fire that destroyed the
sleepirg quarters and so much of the bedding. The rebuilding cannot be thought ofjust now
due to lack of funding but churches in the area have given practical help to get them on their
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feet. This school has given many girls a good start in life including a grounding in the
Christian faith and the session felt that to assist them with the millennium gtft would be the

least we could do.

If more than f,4000 is raised, the extra will be donated to local charities, The finance
committee have said that "It is hoped to reach the target by April and donations are coming
in already. There will be retiring collections for the Appeal after the services at Hogmany and

after that on 9th January when the Moderator of the Church of Scotland will be present. We
also plan a fund raising coflee morning sometime in Apri1."

Why not hold a fund raising event of your own for the appenl?
The appeal will be open until 3lst December 2000. You can donate cash, or by

cheque (made out to St Fillan's Church, Aberdour and endorsed "Millennium Promise")
Details of Gift Aid Schemes may be obtained from the Treasurer, Sirnon Frassr

01383 860361. They are worth considering for donations of more than f 100 as they can raise

the value by about23Yo.
YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 2OOO. DONATIONS

CAN BE GTYEN TO THE MINISTER, THry TREASURER OR IN AN EFIVELOPE
TO ANY CHTIRCH OFFICER"

Clsris$xxras

The bells of waiting Advent ring,
The tortoise stove is iit again
And oil-lamp light across the night
Itras caught the streaks of Winter rain
In many a stained glass window sheen
From Crimson Lake to Hooker's green.

The holly on the windy hedge
And round the Manor House the yew
Will soon be stripped to deck the ledge,
The alter, font and arch and pew,
So that the villagers can say
!'The church looks nice" on Christmas Day

And girls in slacks remernber Dad,
And oafish louts remember Mum,
And sleepless children's hearts are glad,
And Christmas-rnoming bells say "come!"
Even to shining ones who drrcll
Safe in the Dorchester Hotel.

And is it true? And is it true,
This most tremendous tale of all,
Seen in a stained-glass window's hue,
A Baby in an ox's stall?
The maker ofthe stars and sea

Become a Child on earth for me?

And is it true? For if it is,
No loving fingers tying the strings
Around those tissued fripperies,

from the poem by John Betjamin
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The sweet and silly Christmas things,
Bath satrts and inexpensive scent
And hideous tie so kindly meant,

No }ove that in a family dwells,
No oarolling in f'rosty air,
Nor all the steeple-shakrng bells
Can witla this siugle truth c*rttpare-
Tltat GorJ was Man in Falcstin*
Amd lives today in Bread and Wine.

e'& & So do &'Se &'& & & & & & &

As #8hers See {.is Sees om x f*a t*wel

There were the Seots

trVho kept the Sahbath
And everl.thing *ise

Tltey *outrd lny their hands on

Tlaon there w*r'e the Welsh
Who prayed *n tte*ir lme*s

And their n*ighbours

Thirdly there were the Irish
Who never knew what they wanted

But were willing to fight for it anyway

Lastly there were the English
Who considered thernselves a self made nation

Thus relieving the Almighty
Of a dreadful responsibility

True S${.*lxry F{ot Roving R.epo$er

Two ladies were seen to be staring into the woods that border the avenue by the golf
course. One was shouting at a dog within the wood while the other was blowing a whistle.
The dogs name (which will remain anonymous to protect the
gulty) was being called repeatedly and the words "will you
come here!" said with some vehemence. After a short time a
dog that was standing behind the ladies Eave a short bark.
There was confusion for a moment and an investigation
revealed that the dog being called on was in fact
a fox.

{F{S {$.r& {& 6+FSt& {F* S {F S S{F
Vfee boy looking at Puccini, the local stray cat, "Mess on door Ma!"
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Some Culture and Amusment come January

Might you be looking for something different after the New Year hassle? Here are

two dates for your diary. Both designed to regenerate the soul following the New Year!

First offis Swing 2000, a remarkably talented group of musicians making a return visit to the

Dunfermline Arts Guild musical evenings. The venue is the Carnegie Music Institute
Annex, next to the Carnegie Hall. The date - 16th Jan at 7,30pm. You are guaranteed an

excellent evening of light swing jazz in the Jango Rheinhardt/ Stephen Grapelli style. Other

concerts inthe Winter series include The Edinburgh Quartet and the Seldis-Pearson Duo.

Details from Mary Sutcliff 860516

An evening with Kenneth Hodge is planned for Monday lTth Jan at
7.30 in the Church Hall.

If you ever wondered what to do with a camcorder other than holiday

films, come along for an hour and be amazed at what can be achieved with
video recorder and eomputer. A cup of tea may revive you afterwards.

This will be a cbanc€ to see the Brownies in action in their first movie

and see what was done with the photo's taken by the Amigos.
How can your computer be used to edit films and pictures? How to edit

using only your video recorder, all willbe revealed.

A collection will be made for the St Fillan's Miltrennium Target Appeal.

ThankYou St Fillan's
In the course of the year letters are recieved conveying thanks for various collections

made at St Fillan's and they seem to get lost without anyone being able to read them. This

ono was handed to the Editor by Simon Fraser.

Dear Simon,
Once again it is a very great pleasure to ask you to oonvey a big "Thank you"

from the families at Home Start, Central Fife to the generous members of St Fillan's Church

for the donation of {,1,73-32.

We have decided to use the money to help run our annual Christnnas party for
families which will be on Saturday lSthDecember. There will be refreshments for all 4nd a

childrens entertainer and Santa bringing a present for each child will have universal appeal.

Something for everybody to look forward to.

Thank you, yours sincerely
Clare Gbbon (Treasurer Home Start)

EELP, HELP, EELP
Several organisers have asked rne, as Hall Convener if we have a Coffee Morning banner

which could be draped across the railings to advertise a fund raising event. Sadly, we do not,

so perhaps some one can tell me where I could obtain a loag banner made from a rain

resistant material with words COFFEE MORNING on it - or, better still, perhaps a kind
person could donate one. Now don't all rush out and buy one - contact ms first so we can

agree the dimensions and how we will be able

to hang it from the railings. Thanks for your
help.
Bruce Drever (Phone 860353)

,1



The Social Committee
The Social Committee are making tentative plans for a musical supper in the Spring

dependant.on the amount of interest shovm. In the meantime they would 6i grut futto know
of anyone who is prepared to give of their time and talent to contribute to thsentertainment
side of the evening. Please contact any of the committee: Lois Hutchison, HughHanlon,
David Robertson, Grahame Stevens.

True Story No2 Another roving reporter
A iady was seen to be screaming at her dog whose name should have been Tigger-Too. The
reason for the agitation was the rabbit dangling uncerimoaiously from the the dogs very
pleased looking mouth. With a final "Drop it!" the dog knew instinctivly its life was liable to
end shortly if it didn't do something with the rabbit so it swallowed it whole. Hey Ho, all in
a days dog walk.

dr/d
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Activity for the Nativity"
Advent bible studies are being held on Sunday evenings in the Church HaIl from

7-30 to 8-30pm starting 28th November. They will run until lgth December. We will
be looking at lessons from the Nativity.

All are very welcome and we look forward to seeing you there.
Susan Farrer 860851 Ronnie Kerr 860848
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The editorialteamwish to thank the youngsters of primary 3 for
the wonderfirl pictures. We are sorry there was just aot the space to
print them all.
We also wish every one a very Happy Christmas.

'Ihe Lord be with you.
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