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Church Newsletter Commritte*:
Collette Adam
Linda Brown Distributi*n
ffatlrcrine llumoan
Davic{ Hennalr
trilsen HarBer
K*meth F{udge Edrtor
Senga }.{ohle

Arttrles for inshmion im the Newslett*r ean be lunded t* any member of the eornmitte* or to the
tseadle {sven whi}e he is ringing the betrl on a Sunday rnoming)
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#
Nry&{'W

Wwaff*

If you rvor"llei iikc a visit finffi ths niinister will y*u please ask ffie rather than assume I
will hear fre]rc sofi?e *ne els*?

I rerprlarly oofil* upom situaiions where some ons has been expecting amcitor desiring a

visit from mte but as I was flot &war€ *f their need had nr:t called and this otten leads to
disappointni**t and tension.

Celntrary to popuiar tr*liet"I am not a mind read*r and there ar# meny ti*res when the
Aberdour grapevine deiesn't reash me (and if it do*s ttrre st*ry is oftan cerntorted and quite
eliffercnt ti*m r*atrity). Aisr: harspltals n* longer inform ministers when clmr rfleffihr;rs &re

ar3mittert eu,d often msmrb*rs are admi&ed and then atrtrewed hon:c r,.rithin a f,*w r3ays.

if y*u want mo t* visi$ tles best way to ensurs this is thai yr:ur l:r a *lose fiiend *r relati,,:e,
phone me and ask me to call.

FeterPark 860349
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St Fillans Churcfi A ur

PUBLIC WORSHIP: Sunday at 10.00 a.m. June,,July and August.
L0.30 a.m. SePtember tiI1 MaY

1st sunday in the month 6.30 p.m. rn church HaIl
ALL ARE,WELCOIVIE'-

HOLY COIfl'IUNION: Celebiated on the third Sunday of March, 'lune
and October.

**************************************************************
Minister: Rev. Peter Park, The Manse, 36, Bellhouse Road' 860349

session CIe=k: Mrs C. Duncan, 43, Humbie Temace' 860611

Clerk to Board: Mrs K Crowe: 13, St Fillans Crescent. BGA721

freasurer: Mr S Fraser; 55, Hiqh Street. 860361

Organiet/Choirmaster: Mr J f'aiiti-e, 4,Spinaker Way, D/Bay' 822392

Church Offieer: Mr K Hodge: Hillcrest, West End' 860537

HalI Convenor: Mr B Drever: 1-5, Inch Avenue' 860353
**************************************************************

June 1999 No 127

Dear friends and members,
A look back over the last 30 months

I have been your minister since Jan 1997 andhave been oasting my eye back over that period'

Most of that time has been a joyous occasion, for example it is a pleasure to lead worship in a

crowded Church and good tomake new friends, but there have been times of sadness and

tension. In looking Uact t think in particutar of those members and parishioners who have

moved on into the Kingdom of Heaven and I give thanks for their life and witness.

Every ministryis different, the Church of Scotland does not produce clones- Common

to most newministries however is change - and I have had to rnanage a considerable amount

of this. Let me say that change must not be regarded as a criticism of the way St Fillan's used

to do things. Wtut the church did 50, 25 or even 5 years ago was right for that time - we the

people of CoA in this congregation and parish should not condemn it but rather, guided by the
'Spirit, 

do what is right fdthis day and age. This involves reviewing- what we do, retaining

what is good and still beneficial, Lut be prepared to introduce change where appropriate'

Since m! arrival I have been encouraged by many of you, aye and at times instructed

and guided by God - who also called me here- to consider many changes. A number have

beeriimplemlnted as the following list, probably incomplete and in no specific order

demonstrates.
c Session altered the times of public worship and Communion procedures. They decided to

move the evening service and Remembranco Day service to the Hall, introduced services

on Christmas Da! and Maundy Thursday, and started a time of shared prayer on the lst

Sunday monthly. The scouts and guides reinstated the tradition of parading colours at the

Remembrance Service.
r Sunday school riow come to Church most Sundays then go over to the school. Our Bible

Class, though low in numbers, has restarted. We also have a creche in the vestry'

o The long ninning hall refurbishment project came to fruition in1997, and the halls are

o"ry *"Il used. I-n addition to retaining most previous users we also have new groups such

as Babies and Toddlers, Lunch Club, Carpet Bowlers and Handbell ringers.

+ Our Guild closed down and our choir numbers are considerably decreased.

o Aberdour Primary now come to church 3 times each year for their end of term services

I



o We ran an Alpha course and are now involved in services at Queen Margaret Hospital

(3/4 times a year) and Henderson House (every 6 weeks)
. ihr S*rt*ry has been the beneficiary of many gifu such as large print hymn books, a

Clavinova and stool, lectern fall and bible markers, flower vases and chancel cushions.

Through the legacy fund we have installed a new PA system and commissioned 2 new

stained glass windows.
o We have extended the welcome area in the Church and the Church gardens are now well

tended.
o The Worship content has changed. For example I follow the Lectionary most weeks and

have introduced many new hymns. We now print a weekly Order of Worship and the

current Order reflects my theolory.
Whenever change is considered and/or implemented people react in different ways. Some see

it as good, others as absolutdly awful. Some support it at times but are against it on others.

Sorne give me all the eredit and pat me on the back, others blame me for everything and

knock me on the lread. Some see ehange as evidence of the Spirit revitalising the Church

others see it as another cross to bear. As your minister I am of necessity involved in all the

above chaages but (other than public worship) I cannot take the credit for lvhat has been

achieved. Many people have been involved in making suggestions, taking decisions and

implementing ihe above. I know that, and understand why, some of you find change

difhcdt to accept and handle but alongside this I also appreciate why some of you consider

changes ure r,""irrary if St Fillan's is to continue to grow spiritually and numerically. Where

we position ourselves on the scale of change, either dead against it or all for it - or some

whire in between is however less important than how we respond to the opinions of others.

We are one Church, all serving the Master, all walking the road with Chdst towards the

Heavenly Kingdom. It is important and essential that we do so in a Christian way respecting

and loving each other and I say thank you to everyone who has done so over recent months. I
eilcourage us all to continue in this way in the future.

Peter Park

Does This Sound Familiar?

Oh, give me some pity,I'm on a committee,
Which means that from morning till night,

We attend and amen4 we contend and defend,

Without a conclusion in sight.

We confer and concur, we defer and demur,

And reiterate all of our thoughts.
We revise the agenda with frequent addenda,

And consider a load of rePorts.

We compose and propose, we suppose and oppose,

And the points of procedure are fun!
Though various notions are brought up as motions

There's tenibly little gets done.

r,Ve resolve and absolve, but never dissolve,

Since it's out the question for us

What a shattering pity to end our committee
Where else could we make so rnuch fuss?

Z

Author unknown



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: This will be celebrated on
Sunday 20th June at 10.00 am and 3.00pm.
To enable parents of young children attend the morning service there

will be a creche injhe Ye$I(y at the Church.

#/rygcffirectsseelms,g

Sunday 6th Jun 10.00 am Moming Service
6.30pm Evening Service

Sunday l3th Jun 10.00am Morning Service
Sunday 20th Jun l0.00am Service of Holy Communion

3.00pm Service of Holy Communion
Sunday 27th Jun 10.00am Morning Service
Sunday 4th Jul 10.00am Moming Service

6.30pm Evening Service
Sunday llth Jul 10.00am Morning Service

Sunday 18th Jul 10.00am Morning Service
Sunday 25th Jul 10.00am Morning Service
An open invitation is extended to everyone to all Services

PARISH AND CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER
Baptisms
Apf 4 - Serena Marion, daughter of Hamish and Elizabeth Purslow
Apr 4 - Eilidh Hannah, daughter of Andrew and Mairi Templeton
May 30 - Andrew Robert, son of Robert and Kathleen Duncan
Jesus said "baptise thern in the name of the Father, and the San and tlte Holy Spirit"

Marriage
May 14 - Tobias Hain and Mairi Stewart
God is love, and those who live in love live in God, and God lives in them.

Chanses to our membershio
We bid welcorne to new members
By Confession of Faith
Mrs Elizabeth Lloyd 1 Bellhouse Road
And hope they enjoy their time at St Fillan's

We say farewell to
By Certificate of Transfer
Derek and Barbara Anderson, 6 Bellhouse Road
David Stirling, 6 Niven Road, Inverkeithing to Cockpen and Carington
Ross Taylor, Dalnacraig, West End to Alford
Mrs E Henderson, Sunnyside, Manse Street
And wish them well in their new spiritual home

Bereavements
Members of St Fillan's
Feb 27 -David Chalmers, 5 Bannerman Avenue, Inverkeithing
Mar 16 - Gavin Stirling, 1 Inch Avenue
Apr 29 - Mrs Elizabeth Carmichael, 12 Mun"ell Terrace
Others in the Parish
Feb 26 - John Houghton, Dovecot Park
Mar 7 - David Levein, Cullalo Crescent
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IVlar 2$ - Gc*rge Best, C*rmten Pla*e, Salgety Bay
Apr ?S - I-*dwig Williams, Kirkealdy
Things bqtCInd our se*iwg, titiwgs bey*rcd owr hearing, things beyond *ur irwagimiwg
have *fl baerz prepnred fut Gort"{or tk$se wh* love Hirn. I Crtrinthions 2:9

If you know of anyone interested in joining the Church please ask them to speak to the
minister.

Members of the Church moving into the area and wishing to join St Fillan's should
obtain a Certificate of Transference from their previous congregation and hand it in at the
Church door at any service.

Members moving away from the district should obtain a Transference Certificate
from the Minister.

The Minister or Session Clerk should be notified of any change of address so that the
congregational roll oan be kept up to date.

t etter frsm Fr*mce.
{ke "tdewsl #er'receivee{ a lettrer frone h.{arion eavaye vu}i$ fq}{scone Seot}and for the

better clintes of F'rance and her fuushand rvho w,as lvorking tteere. SXre rnade the naove iu
Septernber n997 and the foll*wireg is an abridged version of the letter. If anyone wmuld like
to read the comptrete le{ter please oontaet the editor" The srene is set in Avaftehes.

My older br:y Robert was very irappy tm find '"$potff" cows {Vache N*nmamdie}
grazing in our orotrard and frogs in ho}*s in the garden. Alisdair was ? weeks old and didn't
have rnueli to sey about it at ai}.

We eluiclely sCIttled in but tr found my '0 pade' Freneh streteh*d *o I.ioined a Frenelr
olass rruhipfu trr*ugtrrt mql up to a level wlrere I een now "get by". h{ost of the youmgsr French
people ua* speak English but feel it is up to us to speak French {quite rightly} amd K.ob's
hairdresser {nsists on givirag lt{m a Freneh lesson every time he gets his }rair cut.

We hav* found a bit more bureaueraey here-evem a simrple visit to the d*etor iml'*tvCIs
paying the do*tsr himrself after the eonsultation, giving the ehemist the futrl afixCILlnt for the
medisimes and then f!!i omt a for:n for ths Social Security Office vrho in turn reim!:urse 65%
of the c*sts" {{ }tas taken o'rer & yoar t* reeeive sur "C&rtes Sejour'" whieh a}lovrs eis to live
and work itt Franee.

Ro'bert, wlts is tiuee, attends school full tinie 4 &112 days frcffi 8.30 to 4.30 with 2
hours at lunefu. \&/ednesda3.s are hanf'days, Th{s seems t* be a Xong sc}reiot day but the sehcol
holidays are tr*nger with I u,eeks im the summer. The school day is weil dosigned ftrr working
parents as the ohildren ean be dropp*etr off as early as 7"30 a.!ir. end Bicked up as late as 6 prm,

The Fremeh eluldre* are muctrr more taotile t&an Scoftish ehildren evel: at t?ais age amd wlll
rush over to eornf,orfl om* of,their elass atrates if he is uplcst" Older *hitrdren, Bn,efl bsys, witrl go
*ut cf their way to make a fuss clver habies. Kissing is, of course, an integral part of F-rem*}r

serciel life, s* ail th* ohilekem kiss their teachers in the meirnings as they al.rive nred in t$:e

evenings when they treave. Robert now does this without thinking, but when lv* first arrived
in F'ranee he u,eiutrrtr recoitr im lt*n"*r when strangers tried to kiss hirs. The youngest children in
the school ar* a pityfull site to $efi. "fhe rv*e souls toddtring *ut *f sctrrool at 4.3$pnt with their
teddy bears imder their amers alrd a dunmrxy in their m*uths"

Alisdair, the yornngest, EICIes to a F{alte*Garder{e twiee a week. This is a type CIf creeho
where chilefran *arr bry Ieft f*r between 1 & & hows, This ailows me tm gei ridimg or shoppin$
with friends,

The X*snl peopie ere vory fr"iemdly nme} rve were invited to the wedding ot-orue *f"
Rob's stafT. We didn't know what we were expeeted t* dc so sat at the hack of the church.
We were s*ott ushered farrward tc) fill the gap behind the brides family, aXl of rrrhoru *utered.
tlne ehurch behind the bride. Ttre priest thera pro*eedec{ tp give the eongregation a simgireg
lesson - rve }tad to repeat thm flirsf ]rymn 1S t{mres before he was satisfredl We did our best to
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meks tiie apipropriate responses asld ohviousiy didn't make tot: nnany rnistakes as th* *ouple
were duly relan'led and tve oelebrated afterrvards with ehamtpagne and cake.

French teievisiom is a bit af a disappointment, rnostly dubbed Arnerican $oaps or quiz
sltCIws althougtrr they do show a few gcod films. It really makes us appr*ciate the tsBC, At
least the bad TV encour&ges us to get "out and &bout" anrl tr'ql recsmrnend the area for a
holiday. Felr children there are advemture parks, zoos and aquariumo. F*r the fit T[le Mont St.

Micirael" Dc]$'t try taking a buggy up to the top as we did, there are hundr*ds *f steps to
oXimb. The old towns of"St. Malo and fiinan aro also wcrttn a visit, while Rennes is an
exoellent eemtre for shopping,

We are still unsure as to our date for returning to Aberctrour permanently-it wiil
eertaintry be a qvrench to leave France and all the friends we have made here"

klarion Cavaye

'& Ss &'S & & & eh & & &&S eh do & & && &

My Friends

Lord, I have friends that love you.
I respect them and I thank you that you are giving me such good friends.
Lord, I have friends that hate you.
I like them all the same.
Lord, you turned Paul's heart, let these friends learn to love you,
Lord, I have friends that smile about you.
I cry because of it.
Lord, you cried about Jerusalem.
Let not these friends sink in their ignorance.
Lord, I have friends that could not care less about you.
I sorrow for them, they are neither warm nor cold.
Lord, you care about all ofus,
Give me strength that these friends might come to be living Christians and tum to you.

++{Ft}++++++++{F

Wgg"tC{_ls'o ulrlke $i* Help ?

One of the ways in which St Fillan's reaches out into the wider
community is by going along occasionally to help with Worship in the

Queen Margaret Hospital and Henderson House.
We go because people in hospital and homes cannot always get to their
own ihurch but want to continue to be part of a worshipping society. If
they cannot get to the Church \rye can help by going to them.
Our Church Pastoral Committee is involved in 2 schennes and although
we have rotas of helpers for both there is always room for more. If we had
more volunteers we could consider extending this service to other homes.

Members and non members only.

),' Sign outside Mexican disco. (Could be outside a church. Ed)

Teeth extracted by the latest methodists.
F{ong Kong dentist

s
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QM Patient ta pew service
We are involved 4 times each year.

A short servi*e is held svery Sunday ruorning in the hospital
chapel and this is led by the hospital chaplain. Each Sunday a
tearn of volunteers goes along to transport patients (using
wheelchairs) frorn their ward to a pew in the chapel.

Henderson House worohip time
We go along every 5th Tuesday f,or a short service at 2,30PM. This is led
by our minister, failing whom, someone from our congregation. In
addition to whoever is leading we ask 5/6 others to come along and say
helio to the residents. We sing some hyrnns and hold a short service. You
dr: not need to be a good singer to take part, a smiling welcorning face is
much more important ts this occasion.

If you would like to be pa* af on;e or both our teams pleuse speakwith Narmnn
Macdonaldwha organises the rotas or Bill Coehranewho hends up our pastoral
commtttee Eitherwitt be delighted to give you more information

{I}. iff"€" Snat.
Fillarr's
Chrrrch

f{anl
Satrrrd.ay
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T{h ee{rha i r &ceees Is-tb Churchgq t!
We now have a portable ramp for *'heelehair &ooess to the hall. It
is stored inside tke front door and easily carried out and assembled
as requirecl. Deta,itrs arc available from the leaders tlf al}
organisations and ex Eruco Drever, our F{altrs CIonvenor.

Som* tfuu*g&ts frCImr the mimister om msrrisgs * @r anom marriage

June sees the start of the main rnarri&ge se&son in St Fillan's and is a
gooct time to reflect on and affinn the meaning of Christian
rnarriage. The Ctrureh prcclairns Christian marriago as being the will
of God and promotes Christian rnarriage as good, exeiting, and
helpful fbr eouples wishing to live together. As parisil n?{nister I am
delighted to discuss marriage with anyone and, in pointing others or
perhaps yourselfi to me you nnight flrmd it helpful to know mny poliey

on marriage. As parish minister I am obliged to solemnise the marriage of parishioners and
members, and allowed to solemnise the marriage of others. As a general rule I will solemnise
a marriage unless circumstances dictate otherwise, and this means I will consider marriages
of couples living apart or together, whether or not resident in the parish. I also consider
marriages where one party is Rornan Catholic or of another religious persuasion, or where
one or both parties is divorced. This letter however focuses on the marital or non-marital
issues, confronting many Christians today and touches on some of the pastoral issues and
concerns, which I know many ofyou reading this letter, are involved in and/or aftrected by.

The tradition in the LIK for many years was that man and woman "left the parental
home", married in a religious or civil ceremoay, then set up home together. Many still
regard t}tis as the ideal and there are many families where this pattern is followed. For
others however, living together seems best for them and many do so. Some of these couples
never marry, others decide when the tirne is right to make their relationship legal according
to the law of the land and permanent through their marriage vows. This year for example St
Fillan's will host 10 weddings with 7 akeady booked for 2000 and} for 2001. If anyone is
thinking of a St Fillan's wedding then please ask to see me and arrange a date, sooner rather
than later, as the diary is filling up very quickly.

We all know however, some from personal experience, that we live in a society where
marriage is no longer the norm. It is also well estabtrished that many non-marital relationships
are just as, sometimes more than, loving and longer lasting than marriage itsetf. Although we
Christians may have our own beliefs, thoughts and values it is right and proper that we
recognise and respect decisions made by other adults as to how they want to live their lives.
Problems can, and often do, arise where there are unresolved differences of opinion betw'een
traditional values and current practise and these difiticulties often manifest themselves in
tension, argument, criticism and dissent. Whether or not we as Christians approve, the
bottom line is that our country is becoming increasingly diverse in its structures and beliefs
with the result that many long-term relationships do not conform to the familiar patterns of
the past. We witness an increasing incidence of couples living together out-with marriage,
children born and brought up out of wedlock, separations, divorces and so on, and our own
parish and membership is a microcosm of the national picture. As Christians today we are
regularly confronted with relationship issues vastly different from those of 50, or svsn
25 years ago. The question we need ask ourselves is how do we handle these issues?

In dealing with the reality of the day it is tempting for some to take the moral high

'7
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Srouod amd h*ap *ritieisffi om tliq:s* w,h$ do mct eonform to th*ir vmlues" For cxaimptre horv

meny do y*m knCIlv wiru oritirise the behavieur *f *tleers, eitlter t* their fasc or b*hincl tltslr
baeks, and g:ass moral judgeraent on the{r life sffle vrit}rout teasing out al} the faets. futay X

ask that ysrl, *m every occasion you hear umjustitied and unsuppmrted eriticisnr, espeoialtry

frorn someome professing to be Christian, that you point the outspoken towards scripture and

show therm how.flesus Clffist dealt with trifle situations. F'ortunwtely t]rere are alternativss to
oritieism, suefu as that prop*s*d E:y th* editor of {"ife and Work (the Ctrrureh of Se*ttrnnd
rmonttrly magaxino) iaa Doc 98. F{e suggested that, wili}st upttotdurg what we know to be righrt,

we shoulri mot eclndemn the shift &ra'ayr fi66 weddcd'bltss as a sign of m:oral de*lins. R"ather

we strrould avCIid aqr self-righteswsness that sr: rcadily dis*ourag*s and ali*mates the very
families we should be supporting in eur e;trallenging times" n sommend to everj'one how
essential it ls that r.ve, the people *f Christ, neeet with, aerept arlil tove peoptre as they are.

Sometiruep we krow the deta.ils of their *ir*urcrstances, somet.irn&s not,'but that is mot

imBortant. It is our duty t* step forward hokJing *ut the hand of Christian love anrl friendship
beear:se tirat is rvhat Christ *onernands l+s to elo. We might find it u'rroomfortabXe and mught

even have to retreot previous eommemts, This aeeepting mf people in ffhristian iove does not
and should mot however stop us from retaining, professing and indeed slmring witfu erthers, in
a ioving and g*ntle way, what we helieve to be the way of Goei. As I sa.id at the start of this
let&er and repeat m*w, the fhureh prewlairns Cfuistian rnarriag* *s b*ing tlte will of S*d and
promotes Christia* n:arriage as gexrd, exeiting, and helpfiii fcr eoupl*s wishing to live
together.

Peter Park
Parish Minister

Sunday Scripture Readings
I have listed the scripture passages that I plan to use and preach on for the next few morths at morning worship.
A number of people have asked me to give advance notice of these and I hope you find them useful. If anyone
wants an exposition or explanation ofthe theological or historical issues pertaining to any ofthe passages please

speak with me and I will try to help.

Jun 6 Hosea 6: 1.6 Sep 5 Ezekiel 33:7-11
Matthew 9: 9-13, 18-26 Matthew 18: 15-20

Jun 13 Exodus 19; 1-8 Sept 12 Genesis 50: 15-21

Matthew 9: 35-10:8 Matthew 18: 21-35
Jun20 Jeremiah}A:7-l3 Sept 19 Jonah3:10-4:ll

Matthew lO:24-39 Matthew 2A lK
Jun 7 Jeremiah 28: L-17 Sept 26 Ezekiel 18: l-4,25-32

Matthew l0: 40-42 Matthew 2l:23-32
Jul 4 Zechariah 9: 9-13 Oct 3 Isaiah 5: l-7

Matthew l1: 16-19, 25-30 Matthew 2l: 3346
Jul II Isaiah 55: 6-13 Oct 10 Isaiah 25: l-9

Matthew 13: l-9, 18-23 Matthew 22:1-14
Jul 18 Isaiah 44: 6-8 Oct 17 Isaiah 45: 1-?

Matthew 13:24-3A,3643 Matthew 22: 15-22
Jul25 I Kings 3: l-12 Acf 24 Leviticus lg: 1-2, 15-18

Matthew 13.31-33,44-52 Matthew 22:34-46
Aug I Isaiah 55:I-5 Oct 3l Revelation 7:9-17

M*thew 14: 13-21 Matthew 5: l-12
Aug I I Kings 19: 1-18 Nov 7 Amos 5:18-24

Matthew 14:22-33 l\&rtthew25: l-13
Aug 15 Isaiah 56: t-8 Nov 14 Zephaniah l:7,12-JB

Irdatthew 15: 10-28 Matthew 25 14-30
Lug22 Isaiah 5l: l-6 Nov 21 Ezekiel 34: ll-16,20-24

Matthew L6: fi-Z0 Mauhew 25:3146
Aug 29 Jeremiah 15: 15-21

Matthew 16:22-28 Readings from Advent to come later
If you would like to be on the Scripture reading rota please tell the Minister.
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Bible Class "."".."what do we ds) next?

Our year runs from September to May and we meet most Sundays during term time.
Apart from our Sunday half hour in the primary school, we also have other activities.
During the last session we had a Christmas outing to 'Joseph's Technicolor Drearncoat',
took part in the Lessons and Carols Service at Christmas, attended the concertllunch for
'Amigos', helped at Queen Margaret Hospital on a Sunday morning and baked cakes for
Easter. The church has always recognised that the young like to be active and practical
so we need to address this.

If you are interested in coming to tsible Class then I would like to hear from you. At
present we are meeting on Sundays at 10.30 am, but perhaps there is a better time. I
should like to see more young people at Bible Class and would be pleased to review the

time and the venue to suit.

Bible Class is open to all whether or not you have a church connection at present. If you
have been to Sunday School in the past, or have never been at all, it doesn't matter.
Perhaps you'll come along and decide this isn't for you. We are all different and have
different ways of expressing our faith.

Please don't read this and put it aside. If you have any interest, whether as a young
person or a parent, then please do get in touch"

Eileen Harper (860151)
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The Panel on Worship report to this year's General Assembly says of a recent study
that while some worshlp was 'told, formalistlc, dull and lifeless and falled
to engage people,'there was also "much that was rkh, meaningful, vibrant
liberating exciting and enriching."

Whether worship was dreary or exciting seemed to depend on the minister's person-
aliry attitude or sensitivity or on the congrigation's rvillingness or unwillingness to
give up deep-rooted and cherished ideas and practices.

Conrmending the section 'Worship 2000'to Presbyteries, Kirk Sessions and congre-
gations for study and action thc report states:

O Though responsible for worship, this is not a minister's solc prcrogative and
others should be involved in its preparation and practice.
O Each congregation should carry out an 'audit' to develop rvorship to become
more firlly the expression of the whole people of God responding to the whole
Gospel of God in Christ.
O Emotions can be'doorways to encounter God'and traditional worship may have
developed so as to suppress emotions or suggest feelings do not count in recognis-
ing rvhat is spiritual.
a Multi-media worship is 'highly relevant' -.not just for the young; vidcos, com-
puter graphics, atmospheric lighting, coutempoiary music and Internet marerial can
all be used rvithout sacrificing the theological integrity of the message.
a Congregations should budget arinually for resources, equipment and rnaterials
to prevent rvorshippers 'drifting into passive (and somnolent) activiry.'
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TB'le Bsard of frfiini*try 6s ealfiingp *m the Ctrurc$t t* effiffie ts a'fr*sh umderstemd$mg of
why it needs rr-tf nistens. & eryrnmrittee on the Tfueole$y and Fnaettce of #rdinatimm
l"ias been set up usnder ttre ecnvemersfufip opf Wil0 Stmrn*r, $t will
ask w[rat kimd of minis{r'y the Church nequlres to rfieet the ehrfiEemges of a
post-rnoderm smafiety affid Fsovd we idemtlfy the sgseqia! ro*e of fflitrister mr deaeon
within the erlfinistny of the uvl"amle peop[* of Gsd. lts findings wi!l set the aEcnda fnr
ttre Board for t!'re ruext deeade,

Thc drive to come to arr urrderstandirrg of
orcltitred nrinistry conlcs against a back-
ground of dcclining numbers of candi-
dates and applications. Ceorge Whyte,
the B<>ard's Conveucr, believes that the
trcnd is rx)t cyclicirl and tlrat thc isstrc has

to ['lc aeklrcssccl now. A snrallcr irnd t-lldcr
Church nrcans less potential candidates
and student finances may also account fior
the present trend. But George believes
tlrat the Church has a confused and
ambivalent artitude to the ordained min-
istry rvhich sterns from the slack theology
of rnaintaining that nothing which a min-
ister does needs to be done by someone
who is theologically educarcd, specifically
trained or held rcsponsible. He believes
this to be a distortion of rvhat he calls our
pet phrascs, "the priesthood ofall believ-
ers' aud the "ministry of all God's peo-
plc". A Church rvhiclr docs nr:t value the
distinctive contribution of its ministers
sends the wrong signals to potential

recruits. He also say$ rhat we rre trying
to recruit pcoplc to lead thc Clrurch fbr-
ward lvhose nrenlbcrs prefer things to
remain the same - even if that rn€ans

extincti0n.

Thc llo:rrcl also phns to of'fcr il lrcrv
enquiry proccss firr those who feel that
they have some kind of call to rninistry
which will allow them to explore differ-
cnt kinds of service before they apply for
one of them. But the Boaid has no
intention of dropping their standards to
make up the numbers of candidates.

Gcorge. Whyte bclieves that ordained
rninistry, propcrly understood, is an
exciting and fuifilling vocation which
should attract gifted people from the
pews. But if a shortage does develop, he
believcs drat the Church will need to
look at a changed role for miuisters
which will involve leading teams, and

chat artention wili also have to be given
to the ecurnenical dinrension.

There is no doubt that, regardless of
present rccruitnrcnt trends, radical
changes arc on the way in rcgard to
ordaincd rninistry. The traditional
working practices of the parish minister
are no longer scen by nrany as appropri-
ate as we move into a ncrv millcnnium.
But what will take its placel This is the
challcnging and exciting question facing
not just the Board of Ministrg but the
whole Church.
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&s sne of th*se who has "pncsided
cver 30 yeans *f bosedcmr amd
deelinei I hegin by owmBmg up! I hawe
to go osr ts $ey that I have.synnpethy
with lan flt*eredith's erEe de eeeqrr $slr
hishops, But notu E think, fsr the *mrms
reason$ as hls"

I am a Pres[:yteriall, that is, i l:elieve in
rtre abilitl, of Fresbyteries to r{evelgp
the lilt of ttre local church" tr srrongly
h*id th*t the 'apimg' by Fresiivrery of,
tire collrntittree structures sf the
Cer:eral Assembly has killed the visisln
of Presbytery. Insread r:f seeking ro
help its corlsriru€nt prarts, i.e. its cotr-
gregatioris ro devek:p rnissionary straie-
gies ancl acfiliries, the Fresb},rery has
been busy r.virh resEronding to the

requirements of Assembly Boards,
forms, stati$tics, etc. The Presbytery
needs to be released to fulfil its intcnd-
td task bf parish development and mis-
slotl.

In practical terms, I believe that two
things arc nceded for this. First, the
large amounts of church cash gathcred,
accumulated u'rd spent lry Assernbly
Boards should be re-allocated to give
Presbygries seed corn, some money to
experiment and deveiop work iocally.

"Locally" is the important word, and
that local enterprisc should not be sub-
ject to the dictates of what a central
Committee or Board thinks worthy.
Let's take the risk of being wrollg occa-
sionally at Presbytery level - the Boards
have had years of doing this alreadyl

So, first, a cash iniection.

SccondlS a human face for thc
Presbytery's cndeavours. This is where
my bishop, boss, overseer, would come,
This person would encoumge vision and
develop mission along with the
Presbyters of the bounds. Hc or shc
would care ficr and support ministers
and nranse fanrilics and Kirk Scssions in
tandem with the Presbytcry.

Perhaps it's only from "thc top of the
Kirk", whatcver that really rncans, that it
is possible to see horv wobbly thc prc-
sent edifice is, and altlrough I don't
think my ears would suit a rnitrc, there
may be somc wisdom and insight even
amongst those of us who have 'opresided
over 30 years ofboredom and decline."
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