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The Editor wishes to tkank the sttists from Aherdowr Primaty Sc{aoo{for
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The Manse Decernber 2000

A personal gift at Christmas

Christmas is a time for gifts and many of us will have experienced the organised 'conrmunal'

exchange when people collectively exchauge gifts with someone at sohool, friendship groups or work-

You may know the drill; e\reryone draws a nafire, purehases en eppropriate gift, and then

'anonyrnously; brings the gift to the parly or whatever. X recall an anecdotal story of sonteone at

primary school whm was disappointed at the outcome qrf this oexehange'. To preserve anonymity I will
caii him "{im. Jim had drawn & nerne. His Mother (not}ring ctrranges does it!) had purchased end

wrapped a gift, whieh Jim brought to school and placed under the tree in the classroom' The time

eventually earne for the exchange of gifts and .trirn rroas quite excited.
What gift would he get?

The presents were taken from under the tree and the narnes were called. Jirn kept fhinking that

he wouXd be next. Finaliy everybody's rlame except Jim's been ealled and Jim realised that whoever

trad drawn his name hadfargotten to bring a gift" On her desk the teaeher had 5 or 6 gifts that were

used for emergencies sueh ai this. 'oHere Jim" she said, "take oae of these." But for -Iirn it wasn't the

same. These were 'generic' gifts, and nobocly wants a generic gift when you were expecting

persona1ised gift with your owtl name on it.

I eiften thimk of Jim when I read what I believe to be one of the most important and meaningflul

verses in the hible. It is Johm 3:16 "For God sa troved the world that he gave his only Son, so that

everyone rryho believes in him will not perish, but have etemal Life". Some reading this might say,

"Weil, if the gift of God is flor everyorri, it'u generic". But when YOU iook at that v*rse carefully, an*l

in light gf thJteashings of our Lord Jesus Christ, you see how beautifirtrly personal it is. Sr: rvho may

,***rlro* the persnnal glft of Ood's grace? Eaeh person who responds to the gensrous offer of
God's love.

{ ilvite you to revisit that lovely verse, this time putting your own name ili the spaces:

"For God so loved ".. that he gave his only Son. so that
..".....--":... *o"ta mot perish but have eteinal life." The personal gift which God gives

Y#U is the offer of salvation. i hope and pray that you accept lt
with open affns.

Feter Park
Farish klinister

,{ Christmas story
One of the big setrling children's toys this year is Thunderbirds' 'Tracy Island'. There is a tale about a

Glasgo,w (eoutd it have lr*en anywh*re el,se?) eoupie desperate to track one down who decided to send

Gran'dad round the shops. After nurnerous fruitless searches ire visited yet another toy departneri"t and

to save tirne sliouted to a yourig shop assistant ool'fiI looking for Tracy Island" "Her reply in Glasgow

patois - 'oNae bother son! - what department does she work in?"

/
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A visit to the Chureh of Scotiand im Tarbert, Harris. Enic Williamsom

AII hats and starcheds{tllarc
Having enjoyed holidays to the beautiful isne of Hamis in the Western Xsles tbr a number of

years, Barbara and I depided during our visit this past surnmer that it was high time we rvorshippmd mt a

loeal Church. We had always beenl trittle concerned that wittrrr:ut the Gaelio our participation in a

servioe would be distinctlyii*it.d. It was also a oause for apprehension that we were completely

unaccustomed to the traditions of the Free Church, The Refurrvisd Free Church or indeed any of the

Row nllffIerous forms of Free Presb3rterianism represented on the

Island.
ooldsver fear" said Catherine, the owner of our deiiglitful

holiday cottage, "come along to the Church of Scotland in Tarhefi""

She was able to assure me that the service woulrl be conduoted in

English and that we would of course be rnost weloorne. This year we

were joined on holiday by tsarbara's Erother, his wife and famrily amd

so anottr'rer poteirtial problom - what to do with the boys - was solved"

trt was explained that the usual Minister rnas on holiday and that

woe.ship woBld be led by a visiting preacher fromNorthem lreland.

The futrI significance of,Catherine's cemrrnent that o'lte's a wee bit

like that tran Faisley" eseaped rne during our convsrsation. it was t* heeome atrl too apparent the

f'ollowiag morning.

Leaving our pair, their Uncle and Cousins to an idyllic morning of glorious sunshine and

innurnerable sand castles, Barbara and I together with Sister-in-law Julie set oif for the t I am serviee

at Tarbeffi, the "capital" of Ftrarris. On arrivatr it was iinrnediately obvious that we were all somewhat

unclerdressed for the oecasion by cornparison with the large ttuong of worshippers heading for the

ehurch. We'd neither a stiff collar nor hat arnongst us! What were we to do?

Well the perfect and blindingly clear exouse was of course that we wsre tourists and so we

were presumably forgiveil this minor indiscretion. They let us in. By the time we took our seats the

eirurch was pleasingly full. The congregation spanned the generations rvith a fair sprinkling of

children. Regulation dress for men w.as of course a dark suit while far the majori$ of ladies hats were

the norm.

The atmosphere u,as hushed. Greetings were by a nod of the heacl, a whisper for the bold. I

was certain that the organist woutrd at any moment provide rne with the cover I needed to ask the

keeper of the pan drops for sr.lpplies. But try as I might I couldn't see Jim's counterpnrt. o'He's got it

easy here" I thought, surmising that pre serviee rnusic was nct tho tr"adition. I had been aware of

oourse that tuning forks were preferred in some quarters to pipe organs but surely this was the 21st

century ancl this was af,ter all tlee Church of $eotland!

WARNING: Exposure to the Son may prevent burning

Ptran ahead, it wasn't ralning when Noah built the ark.

F{aving truth deoay? Bt'ush up on your Bible.

Give Satan an inoh and he will be a mler"
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What's in a name?
trm 1939 Robert May Chicago, wt'ot& a poem about one of Santa's

reindeer with an illurninated nose. He suggested the narne Rollo

i:ut it was rejected. He then thought of Reginald anr.l that too was

turned down. Finatrly he came up with Rudoipir!

Comment from tfue 0ditclr

Life is odd. Having been bom and instrueted into the ways of hurnarr kind one is abandoned to

rnake the bost 6f a very dilfrcutrt lot. Options abound. There are mutrtiple tums at every crossing. There

arn stumbling blocks *r*ry rvieere and mosttry unseen. Cont'tieting advice f'res at you lik* oinerna

sua.round sound" Iil amongst all this one is supposed to make decisions that will see one through t(}

life's nafural conctrusion.
Over and above the external influenees, on€'s mind dreams up the rnost preposterous reasons

for not doing this or indeed, for doing that. Seif doubt, irrability, indecision, lack of sr:nfidenoe, fear

and a host olother feelings rago within us all. Is it a woncler that one falters?

Counter to aU ttriis is the human befuag's ability to pulL out the stops when "The going gets

tough.'o This stramge mix of'electric surrents and ehemicals can produee such a rangs of abilitios fromr

a fighting spirit to deep passionate, tender loving concerfl"- 
OOafy enough, we are taught the fighting bit, btrt the other side of the coin is left for us to filTd

out for ourselves how to engage self control.
Two thousand years-afo Christ said that love was the strongest force we have and laid d*wn

the guidelines that *o*ld get us tlrough this odd ball existence. Suoh guide lines that would take the

ohaos out of,our fue cracker decisions. Because parallel universes only exist in the rninds of Sei. fi
writers we have mo idea how rnuslh Christ has influenced the path of trife but I would suggest tirat titis

life would have heen a far sorrier thing had his influence n*t been so complete. At Christrnas say

"Thank you".

The Swatl&\rys we!'e back this Yenr.

L



GREAT TRUTI{S ABOUT LIFE TTIAT CI{ILDREN HAVE LEAR.NEN

i) No matter how hard you try, you can't baptise cats.
2) lVhem your Mum is mad at your Dad, don't let her brush your hair"
3) trf your sister hits you, doR't hit her back. They always catch the seconcl person.
4) Never ask your 3-year-old brother to hold a tomato.
5J You can't trust dogs to watch your food.
6) Reading what people write on desks cmn teach you a [ot.
7) Don't sileffize when someone is cutting your hair,
8) Puppies still have bad breath, even after eating a tic-tac.
9) Never hold a Eust-Buster and a cat at the sarne time"
10) Sehool lunches stick to the wall.
1l) You can't hide a piece of broccoli in a giass of milk.
tr2) Don't wear polka-dot underwear under white shorts.
13) The best place to be when you're sad is Grandpa's lap.
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arrive in envelopes. $tuck
to tlle envolopas ore

stamrps. Envelopes ond
stnmgrs are usrratrl;r

oonsigired to tho buekot
rrhilo the eards reeisve
prime posfltions on the

s_fldelloand, fireplace ete.
This ysar pleos-o keep nll
stamps snd hsnd, them to
HolelE Henna3r at lO. Tblny

Flne*" These stnmps
ralsed. ever fP000Eow

World Mtssion Last y'ear.
fts ruroney for nothing arafl

well worth tfrae offert"
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Thank You
The Treasurer has handed to the Newslefter two thank you letters.
Leonard Cheshire (S"e*llan$ thLnks St Fillan's for the itZg.Ot for the Aequired Brain lri:ue:

Apppal raised &orar a special ehurch eollection"
The Scgttish hrtrotor lrtreurone Disease Association thanks us for the f400 raised at ttre filfll

show in the church hall. (This-sumincluding "gift aid" ultimately reaehed f540. My personal thanks to
all who supported the event" K Hodge)
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Heartfelt thanks are extended to all who contributed so

making the SaIc of Work such a success this year, the
f3 102-3 1.

generously in so many different ways to
final total for which amounted to

Are you interested in Church rnembership? ,
If so pleasr *p"ht t*itn tne Minister who is planning to hold an enquirer's

class ear$ in 20$1.
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