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St Ftllurus Churctt^ Aberdour

a.m. June, July and August.
a.m. September li11 May
p,rn. In Church

WELCOME.

PUBLIC WORSH]P: S unda.r,

HLL,Y__COI!'tLIII.LANi Celebrated on t-he thlrd Sunday of t{arch, Ju.ne
and Octoi:er: 

"

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *.,( * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * J. * * * * * * * * *

M'inister: Rev. Peter Park, The Manse, 36, Bellhouse Road. 864349
Session Clerk: lvlrs C" Duncan, 43, Humbie Terrace - 860611

el-erk Lo Board: Mrs K Crowe: 13, St Fiilans Crescent. 86C12'L

Treasurer: Mr S Eraser: 55, High Street. 860351
organist,/cnoirrnaster: Mr J Fairlre , 4 Spinnaker Way, D/Bay. 822392
Church Off,icer: Mr K Hodqe: Hillcrest, Ir{est End. 8b053'7

HaIl Convenor: Mr B Drever: 15, Inch Avenue" 860353
*************************** ******x** x**************** *x****** *

Church Newsletter Cornmittee:
Collette Adam
Linda Brown Distribution
Catherine l)uncan
David i{annah
Eileen Harper
Kenneth Hodge Editor

Articles for inclusion in the Newsietter san be handed to any inember r:f the cofiItrJlrtee.
#*#******{(*******&***e*********#*******************,&#

Spcltted recenttry on a car windorv sticker

Jesms Clerfist, Carpemter im N*uar*th see[qs Joimers
St Fr[an's is not askir:g -vou to gr: to Nazarettr but you rnight be interested in

joining the local branch of ycrur ehureh.
trf you would like tE: make enquiries as 1o what shurch meurbership entails please

speak vritlr the Minister.

;rt 10.0C
I 0 " 30
6.30
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'Ihe iVlanse October 2000

l)ear Friends,
This letter is nritten mici way through the Olynpic games, tirat four yearly festival of

spoft attracting athletes from all corners of the giobe. The compctitcrs have been selected to
represent their countries in various disciplines, and when the time comes for them to take
centre stage in their orzm event, strive to win medals, or at least perform to their personal
trest. The concentration, strain and effort involved eiuring competition rranifests itsetrf in
various ways and ou more than one occasion this year we have seen mature athletes wince
with pain, and sorne brought to tears, as they strive to produce that sxtra efibrt required at the
liighest level of competition. For those who win medals, temporaty pain and the tedium af
trong training sessions give way to euphoric jiiy as they recoive due recogniticn fbr their
efforts when they stand on the podiurn to receive their rewards. It is a splendid sight and I am

sure that many of us feel the ernotion welling up inside us as we watch these athletes receive
the praise due ta them and share with thern their joy as they raise their arms in victory.

As you read this I invite you all to spend a fer,v moments refiecting in your own way on

someone else w'ith raised arms. He also achieved a victory atter competing on tlte worid's
stage. He is not a smiling Olympian ohampion on a podium. He is Jesus Christ, aruns

outstretche'J on the Cross. Jesus, Son of God, sent by the Father to save the worlri. At the time
of his crucifixion, and as people starod at the cross seeing a broken bodv wracked with pain, tr

suspect that dofbat was uppermost on the minds of the speotators. After all how could a d3ring

man save the world as ire had prophesiedl. In 2000 however we ar€ able to view the cross ancl

tho man with raised outstretched arms through the lens of histoqy. We know now that f,or

Jesus tho cross w&s not defeat but a step on the way to the resun"ection and ultirnate victory
over the power of death. The vietory Jesus won did not earn him a.n Olympic r*edat - the
prize he gained was not even for him. FIe had been sent to save the world and had aehieved
his target. The promise of John 3:16 'For God so lovecl the world that he gave it his omly Son,

ttlat all who believe in Hirn shal1 not perish but have eternal life' now prCIven to he availabie
to all who follow the ways of Jesus. To achieve his victory Jesus had to endure pain hut
imagine his joy when in God's tirne he realised what he had achieved for the world.

Ths first verse erf one of m.v favourite hl.mns is
"To God be the glory, great things He hath done,

So loved He the worid that He gave us F{is Son
Who yieided FIis lifb an atonement for sin
,A.nd opened the life gate that all rnay go in.

The wonderful news is that eaoh of us can share in his victory- all we need do is ptlt our trust
in the man with raised outstretched arms yolt prepered to do that?

Yours in Christ
Peter Fark - Far"ish Minister

(
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susday-&th &t
&mdaeffih-Qs!

S,wlday 22nd-Otj
$unday 29th Oct
S_ilruiay 5thNuj{
$unAarg1h;gsv
Suldali 19th Nov
ssede[zSthltay

10.30 am
5.3Opin

l0.30arn
10.30ann

3.00pnr
10.30am
t0,3Oam
10.3Oam

10.00am
10 30am
10.30anr

SACRAMENT OF HOLY CCM\,{LrNION. This will tre celsbrated on

Sunday 19th Oct. at 10.30 am and 3.00pm.
To enable parents of young ehildren attend the n:rorning service therc
will he a lrEabE_j1{hL}LeJL{y at the Church.

OCTQS EIT_4NP NO['E Mts88" CHA RCET S E &''ICES

Moming Service
Evening Service in Church
Harv-est Thanksgiving
Service of Ho,ly Comrnunion
Service of }toly eomrmmion
Morning Serviee
Morning Service
Morning Service
Remembrance Service in Church Hall
Moming Service. Missionary Partner visit
Morning Service

Ail cip*ir invitation is extended to everytrne ts all Services

PARrSrr .A,ND COJ{GRE GATr0tyAr, RE GIS_TEI{

Saptisms
July 2 Caitlin Heather Gray
Aug 27 Lochlan Seott Jackson Gunn
Jesus said "baptise them in the name af tlae Father, and the. Son, and the Ho$; Spirit

MLrriage
June 17 Norunan Whitesmith and Linda Stevenson
.Iuly I Alex Duncan and Anne Fatrick
July 15 Peter Ilalton and l\4orag Findlay
July 2l ,A.lisdair MacGregor and Sian Laverty
Jnly 22 Paul Fyffe and Vivienne Brown
July 22 Christian Forsyth and SylviaLind
Aug 25 }-ee Butler and Catriona Watson
Aug 26 Scott Lafferty and Britta Mason
Aug 27 Darron Earlow and Caroline Diekson
$ept 2 Gordon McR"ae and Claire Craig
Sept I Adam Tjolle and Sandra Raffan
Sept 9 Daniel Mr.ldd a*d Kirsten Ferguson
Gor{ is Love, snd tltose who l,ive in Love {ive in God, *nd God lives im fhern.

Slesqing
IMay 28 Ewan Mackintosh h{organ
Jesus said,"Whoever receives ona of these little children in rny nilt?re receives h{e."

q
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CtAnges_la_qur mem be rsh i p
Members Leaving
B-erqaventerrtg
.lirne 25 Ursuia Hodge, Hillcrest, West End
Jun 30 Doris Burniston, [E Murrell Road
Sept 6 Clhris Wh3rte, Talny Ftrace

Tltirtgs k*yonti uur seeing,, thtngs beyond ortr l;e*ring, thiwgs beyond our imagining leave u{l
he ::n pyepi:.red by God.for tlrcs'e who love {{iw. I Coyinihrons 2:9

If you know of anyone interested in joining the Church please ask thern to speak to
the minister"

Msmbers of the Church movrng into the area and wishing to join St Fillan's should
obtain a Certificate of Transference from their previous congregation and hand it in at the
Church door at any service.

Members moving away f,rom the district should obtain a Transference CerJificate
frem the Minister.

The Minister or Session C1erk should be notified of any change of address so trhat the
congrcgational roll can be kept up to date"

fhe \\,'saver
F'tv lif'e is trut a weaving
Bc:tlveen my Lord and ffis,
I ea.nnot choose the colours
He r.vorketh steactrily,

L)f,ttirnes he rveaveth sorrolv
Ancl I in foolish pride
[Iorget that he seeth the upper,
And i the underside,

Not tilX the loom is silent
And the shuttles ce&se to fly,
Shall God unroll the canvas
And explain the reason why,

'1-h* dark threads are as needful
*: the Weaver's skilfui hancl,

As t}"rr: ttrreads of gold and silver
ln ltlc pettrrfl lre has planned.

Anoi,l

; ffii*: ffilH, ffffi;;""* il;;il;,.# ;; ffi; ;*,;ilffiffi ;
o service visitins at St Fillan's Church on 19th November. t
a-c
e Afterwards, in the sehool hall, there wili be a buffet lunch and a chance to ffreet ;
I Catherine Nicol. During this tinre she wjll be presented with a cheque for hsr school :
: yJ35'i'3I 3"Trr[ :T JYXiX?"]:T.T:T T: Ir*r"*P$ : y',Jr.h,*,"9*?* . * n, " " o i
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An article in our Churches Visited series, this one from Jim Fairlie.
The man o' the Kist of Whustles, in Paphos, Cyprus:

{

V[e have all experienced on return from holiday the
query 'Did you have a nice holiday?' and before you can reply they
have escaped in a eloud of dust. The congregation of St Fillans is
not so fortunate.

There we were sitting rurder the coolness of a tree
overlooking a site according to legend where the Romans
reputedly gave St. Paui 39 lashes, round about 45 a.d., in the
course of his first Missionary journey. Also according to legend,
when he was asked to give an account of it to the Pro Consul
Sergius Paulus the court astrologer Bar Jesus interfered and was
temporarily blinded (see Acts of the Apostles 13 verses 5-12).

Incidentaily Sergius Paulus was converted to become
the first Christian ruler.
Anyway here we were iooking at this magnificent site currently
being restored, with its dozens of pillars either lying on the ground
or upright, and its beautiful mosaic walkways gradually being
cleared. Also in front of us the reputed plllar of the event with its
plaque, and it was not difficult to imagine what it must of have

been like atthattime fiam this scene.
We both felr thet there was something very special about the place, far different from the
magnificent Monasteries and religious palaces we had seen days previously. There is also a
small Greek Church at the end of the site currently shared by the Paphos Catholics and
Anglicans, called the Church of St. Paul's Pillar, again with a lovely atmosphere.

Whilst we were there a curious thing happened, a tour bus pulled up filled r*{th a
mixture of Europeans and Asians, about six people alighted {Japanese), looked, took some
photographs and rejoined the bus. The others? They just looked on, and within minutes the
bus took off.

Incidentally the location of this marvellous site, (it took a bit of finding) just off the
main road leading to the ancient Port, and then a short cut through 'Woolworth's' Car Park,

{Yes Woolworth), You couldn't make it up!

The fbllowing letter r,ryas sent frorn the Erskine Flo-qpital Finance Director to our treasurer

Dear Mr Fraser
Thank you very much tbr your further generous donatir:n cf,

f,152.01 to our i-Iospital funds. We very much appreciate yeiur
prayers on our behalf anrl I rvouid ask you to pass on our particular
thanks to your congregation.

Your our disabled ex-servicemen
and women i

f4.5 million towards our target
our flew building is near

compietion. We are confident that, \,v1th the continued support of so many good tiiends, we
will be able to carry on our work of caring for ex-servicemen and lvolnen for as long as tliere
is a need.

oflioial receipt is enclosed and comes to you with r,+'ann thanks and all good
wishes from the residents and staff at Erskine.

Lf



The Golf Report
Not for the first tirne weather conditions were iess

fhan kind tc the g0 golfers who took part in the Annual
Spr,rnsored Golf Comp*tition brtrveen St Fillan's and Dalget1,,

Parisla Chureh*s.
A spe*ial mention n'rust be made of the iadies rryho

braved th* elements on what was the lvorst monring of 'lhe

rueck.

The gentlemen booked to play that moming postp*ned their efforts till iater but
unclaunted the ladies y",ent out to be rewarded in rather different ways.

One retumed a score which helped $t Fillan's to retain the David Rutherford Trophy.
Another had an injured shoulder which necessitated a visit to a chiropractor - the others got
wet!

The St Fiilan's cup was won by Alasdair Raffan with 45 points while the other 5
scores which counted towards the a1l important win by 238 to 232 points were retumed by
Feter Redhead, Sheila Robb, Bill Cochrane, Ben Durkln and Willie McKay.

The lrest Dalgety score of,42 points was returned by Bill Fyffe who retained the Hugh
h{artin Cup, we were privileged to have Marjorie Clark, the area organiser for Christian Aid,
who not only got wet playing for Dalgety Bay but joined us on the final evening to present
the prizes to the winners.

The organisers thank all the'golfers and their sponsors for their excellent efforts
which raised f,975 from St Fillan's members and friends and f,1 107 from Dalgety Church.

The money was divided between Christian Aid and the Maomrlllan Fife Appeal.

i$b & & db db &, $t, & & & & &.& & & & &

Spelling B
Anyone w{ro has had the misfortune to be "tied" to a computer at work and used the

spell checX<er will identify with this little poern from cyberspace. Readers willbe happy to
kn.ow that the editor prefers to rely on a real trit'e checker wlio wields a red pen with iotal gay
abandon but hands the pages back with a smile, which makes it all right.

Soelline Checkers
Eye halve f speiling chequer
It came with rny pea sea
It plainly marquis four rny revue
Miss steaks eye kin not sea.

Eye strike a quay and type a word
And weight for it to say
Weather eye am wrong or write
It shows me strait a weigh

As soon as a mist ache is rnaid
It nose bee fore two long
And eye can put the error rite
It's rare lea ever wrong.

Eye have run this poem threw it
I am shore ewe are pleased two no
It's letter perf,ect all the weigh
My checker tolled me sew

f



Comment from the Hditor

"It's not logical captain.", famous words uttered by Spock and recognised by all Star
Trek funs world wide.

This larger than iife character with the pointy ears was the ane we would all lcve to
he sometimes, cold, detached and able to make decisions unencumbered by ernotion. Captain
Kirk on the other hand was the fighter that dwells in our baser nature. Doctor MacCoy the
medic, being full of emotion and compassion, completerl the trio" Without any one of the
three the series woilld not iiave worked. tr-ike removing either heat, fuel or oxygon from a

fire, it wilX go out. Life, it lvould seem, runfl on sirnilar lines.
We need three things to keep life going, fuel, direction and discipline. The fuel item

is obvior.ls, but direction and discipline? Discipline oan be srmrmed up by "learning the
difference between right and wrong and doing sornething about it". More ttian that we need
somo one to teach discipline, a subject you wont find in any school curiculum alerng with the
olher great ornission "How trl be a good parent".

Direction is harder to identify. If we have no direction life loses all meaning,
Life is dir.ided into two pafis, physical and spiritual. Each of these is equally aff,ected by fuel,
diseipline and direction. We deal with the physical side every day but only tend to the
spiritual side when things go wrong and then it may be tno late to heip get us over
dif'ficulties.

As Christians vre have wonderful guidelines contained within the covers of the Bible.
Written 2000 years or so &go they mean the sarne now as then hecause mankind has not
changed his way of thinking at all. So rnany people find ths Bible "Not for this age", hard to
understand. mumbo jumbo, written in secret code etc. Approach the Bible with an open rnind
and your spirit does the rest. It literalty becomes refuelled.

Here then is your fuel, your direction and tire discipline that keeps your
direotion straight - and--*---- "it's logical, Mr Spockl"

Hebrew Nouns Email from The Salvatiom,4.rmy

As vou inav knorv- I{el"rrew nouns have a sender. When the time came to translate the word
''combuler" into Hebrew its eender had to b"e decided. Thev established two cxoert
c*rmminees- one of men and"the other of ,*'arnen. Each corilmittee was instructed to decide
on the macliine gender: Machshev - it thinks (rnale forrn) or lvlachshevet - it thinks (female
lorm).
The women's committee recommended that comnuters are male forrn. hecause:
l. They rviil usually do u'hat thev are asked, bui nothing more, and they don't think of

doiriE it themseltes.
2" The'iare suonosed to solve vour nroblems- but most of the time thev are the oroblem.
3. Thet usualli,^become oirtdaied infive vears- and need to Lre renlaced. but mo'st of the

timd users i"eel that as they have already inv'ested in that machine, thev put up with an
imperfect model.

On the cther hand, the male comrnittee claimed that the oomputer should be female
lbrn'r, because.

1. No-one but the creator understands their inner losic.
2. The ianguage that they use to ccmmunrcate amofrg themselves is incornprehensible to

anvone else.
3. Tlie error message "Bad conamand or file n&me" is atlout as infiormative as "If'you don't

know whv I'm ailsrv at vou I am certainlv not uoins to tell vou."
4. Once you"'re com#ritted to one, you find yours6ll sflending I fortune on accessories fcr

rt.
5. Even tho siightest error is maintained in long term memory for use at a latsl'date.

t)
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JAPI on Sundays
Sundays were fi;n days for village children who attended the'"Jam Club" in the

Church hall for four weeks in June,

Between 25 and 40 children of Sunday school age attended the two hour sessions which
featured a variety of activities including keep fit, garnes, arts and crafts, music and the
chance to learn a little more about the Christian faith. Members of the.Iam Club - which
stands for Jesus and Me - shared some of their activities with the rest of the congregation at
the family service in the church hall on the 3rd September.
A Jam spokesman told the St Fillan's Newsletter "It was a lot of fun. We were thrilled with
the response we got to the club and were delighted that the children enjoyed all the activities
which were laid on.
"We were very fortunate to have such a hard working and enthusiastic team of leaders and
encouraged that the four weeks went so weil. We're hoping that we can build on that success

and that the JAM club wili meet again next year. Watch this space!"
# ######### ### ## ####### #

THE OEERAMMEGAU PASSION PLAY"
Friday, lst September,2000. MargarrA Smith

Passion Plays have their roots in medieval history and, at Oberammegau, the first
perf,ormance of one was in 1634, thereafter in more or less a ten year sequencs, except for
wars and other difficulties.

The sun was shining briiliantly on my friends and I, and we found that the two three
hours long sessions, with a lunch break of three hours, seemed to pass quickly. We each had
an English translation of the play, bu! as most of us have reguiarly attended Scottish
Presbyterian Churches, we could often understand what was happening on stage without
following the text line by line.

Our memories of the Last Supper, The Crucifixion and The Resurrection, as shown
on stage to a hushed audience (4700 people) will return to us at Communions and Easter
Serviees in our own churches.

7
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Ilarvest Thanksgiving Services

Morning Worship Sunday 8th O*tober
Primary School Friday 13th CIetoher

This year we are again taking part in the
BXythswood Shoe Box appeai

Sending gifls to Easteru Europe in tinre {r-rr Christrnas
We are asked to tlll sho* boxes and mark on the outside

who it is suitable fbr and what ear:h contains

Boxes may include

'& 'I'oothbrush, tootlrpaste, serap. sponge, face-cloth
{. Talc, comb, toi}etries

{" Surall toys
.lo Pen, pencil; notebook, trubber, crayorus

* Socks, gloves, hats, scarves

t* Sweets (rot ehocotrate i-recaus* it rneits) qrr raisins
* Tirined food, powdcrecl milk, rice, tris*uits

{selX by dates trater than April 2001 please)
*i. Batry clothes

Flease label altr h*xes etrearly on the outside r,vith

* Wttc cantents ar€ far
(man or woman, teenager (age and sex), clrild (age and sex) kiabies

* What ffte eonfemfs are
TXris is a customs requirement

If you would like to help and fiIl a box or make a dona'fion towards transport
costs piease bring/send it to one of the above services

Bats in the Belfry?

Bats, of course, are not every one's cup of tea. Once upon a
tiryre three ministers were plagued with them in the rafters of
their churches. One rninister gathered his bats together and
released them twenty rniles awey. Ttrrey were back in the
church as quickly as he was. The second reverend drove tittv
miles before doing the same thing" F{is bats returned the next
day. The third rninister, however, adopted a different
stratery. He baptised and eonfinned his bats - snd never saw
them again.

g



Sunday Morning Scripture Readirngu

The followine are the nlanned nassases for the next nvo
months. if voil would like an e.lnosifion of the theolosical or
historical issues pertaining to any of ttrre passages pleise speai<
to me and I will try to help-. ;

Please let the minister know if vou wauid like to conl€ on the
Scripture reading rota 

'

Oct 1

Oct I
Oct 15

a$.22

Oct29

James 5: 13 - 20
Ivtrark 9: 38 - 50
Der.rteronomyS: 1- 10

"[ohn 6: 24 - 35
Hebrews 4. 12 - 16
Mark 10 17 - 31
Joh38:t-7
Mark 10: 35 - 45
Job42:I-6,lA-17
Mark 10 46 - 52

Nov 5

Nov l2

Nov 19

Nov 26

Dec 3

Rernerrbrarace Day Servie*
Sunday tr2th l.loveffiber 2000

Revelation 7:9 - 17
Matthew 5:1 - 12
Deuteronomy4:9 - 74
John 15;9 - 17
Damieltr2; 1-3
Marktr3: I-8
Daniel 7:9 - 7A,13 - 14
John 18: 33 -37
Jererniah 33.14 - 16
Luke 21: 25 -36

Service in St Fillan's Cliurch Hall at lO.OOAil,4

St Fitrlan's Miltrenniunn Fronnisc
We set ourselves a target of raising f,4000 to be split between the Children's Hospice

in Kinross and, a Christian school in Fakistan.
Many hav* supported the appeal and to date we have raised S3000, with a fuither f,1000 to
make our target. If you would like to support the appeal please give your donation to Simon
Fraser or any office bearer.

If you are a tax payer and are able to give f iO or more please cr:nsider making your
donation through our Gift Aid seheme (detnils from Simon). If ycu do, we can reclaim an
extra f,2.80 for every f,tr0 you give

q

t

Ttrre Service will last 45 minutes and be followed by
Act of Remembrance around the V[ar Memorial at 1O.55AM

Our youth organisalions will parade thek eolours
All are invited to attend

Crdche for younger children
Collection on the day for the Earl Haig Fund
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Talking Books
Love a good story, but had to give up reading because of failing ayesight? Then tltis

may be just the thing for you,
St. Fillan's Fastoral Committee have just reeeived a kind elonation of 4 'Talking

Books' to lend out to folk in the congregation who can no longer read for themselves, but
have acoess to a cassette player. The Books are:

Murder in h{esopatamia hy Agrtha Christie - 2 double-sided tapes "A Hercule Poirot
story",

Old Songs in a New Cafe by Rohert J. Watrler, author of The Bridges of Madison County
2 douhle-sided tapes
"Your spirits will be lifted with laughter as Waller tel1s hcw he learnt about honour from
buying chickens with his father as a boy; and what it means to be still in love after
twenty-five years of rnan'iage".

Charlotte Gray by Seh*sti*n Faulks - 4 doubie-sided tapes
"It is 1942, tr ondon is blacked out, but France is under a greater clarkness....
From Edinburgh, Charlotte Gray travels south to London - conceives a dangerous passion for
an English airman - then moves to France on an errand f+r a British organisation helping the
Resistance- and for her cwn private purposes""

Wild Swans by Jung Chang - 4 *{oubie-side<i tapes
'Wild Swans teils the story o{'three women - Jung Chang,
r.vhclse fortunes mirr*r the tunruituous history ofltwentisth
this treautifully detailed fainily tapestrl,. 1ve sfle thre* lives
through love" tragedy and renflwi&i'".

her mother and her grandinother -
c*ntr.rry China. As the years pass in
unfoiding one from the other,

Interested in borrorry-ing frorn the "Talking Books' Library? Phone or speak with
Margaret Toilick (850559) who will offer on a first cofile first served basis, and also start a
rvaiting list. Would love the tapes, but no eassette player? - Iet fu{argaret know and perhaps
sorneone in the congregation may have one to spare or to lend.
Other donations of 'Talkiug Books' witrl he gratefully received.
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