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Church N ewsletter Comrnittae :

Collette Adam
Li*da Brown Distribution
Caiherine Duncan
Ilarrid Hannah
Eileen F{arper

Kenneth Hodge Editor

Articles for inclusion in the Newsletter ean be handed to afty member of the cornrrlittee"

Saerame*ffit of Comrnumion on 18th Nnnrch

t{}30A1k1& 3PM
.{ffi invitation to gather round thc H,ord's Table

We hope that as Inany of our mernbers as possible r'vill be

able to ceme on the l Sth and respond to the invitation given an

behalf of our Lord Jesus Christ 'Take, eat' as rve celebrate

the Sacrament.
{f'you are not a mernber c'f St !-illan's but would like to receive the Sacranlent please

eome along and join us. If you love the Lord Jesus Clirist and fbel able to receive the Sacrament

in thittrt y*r, *r* rveicerme to share our Table. If"you w,ould, likc anv reore int'ormation about the

Sacrament please speak rvith the rninister.
If"_rou cennot come to Church on the 18th but wculd lik.e Corr*nuniott in your home please speait

witl^r the rninister CIr any Elder.
Sorne of our older Sunday sehool ehildren will come L'rt* the rnorning service (after the

Sern"ron) as obsen ers" They will be sifiing at the ficrnt of the church and we will keep i;ents

availabie f*r tirem. ,A.fter the seruice the children will be taken orrer to the primary school for

collec'tioer b,y parents.

Church cof,fue morning and book sele

Saturday ?th APril
10.30 to 12"CI(}

Annuml Trip to Inchemlm
Sunday ?nd Sept*mber

[-,caves Aberdour pier 12.45

i ".,



The ]V{anse March 2CISi

Dear fliends,
As you rnay know there is considerable ongoing disotission and speoutration ahout the

firta"rre of the Church of Scotland - we even rnade frcnt- page news on Sund.ay 18th Februaryr in at

least one naticnatr newspaper. The debate foouses on how we &s a national Church should meot the

spiritual needs t:flthe Scottish people as we eurbark into the third millennium" Like rnany of you tr

await the outcome vrith iriterest but recognise that it may be scmre time before

the way ahead for the national Chtmall is rnar{e elear.

For the tirrre heing howevsr it is imsiness as usunl fi:r St Fiilan's. We are the parish

eliureh and as sush have a spiritual responsitriX*y for eiur merilbers, and indeed anyome in the parish

who ealls on us fur hetrP.

I thifik it essential that we rernind ourselves at regular inten'mls what we are about'

Our statetnent of pulpose is as ftrllows:
Cur ehurcla has an importarut place in the tife af the cornrnantffs" We extst, as a C{twrch af
Sc*t{*wd congregattoi to refiect the love af G*d to all people, to be a place wkere mry and all w*y

experience God's presence, and to be afbllowship, wki*k seeks t* waurisll and swstairu its

fattk t\nowgh warsl*ip, friendship, *&?'e awd ectwcatiore"

ln resp*ws* rrs tlze Lave af God, we seek to serve the commurcity itt el;€ry aspect a"f its [ife awd to

pn**it, the Ckristianvatues of coneernfor atlters, forgfueness, reconci{iation, tre#k awd
-integyity, 

whilsr *eknowledging that we ourselves da not always live wp to tkese valwes-

$w statement of purpose is all encompassing: it eoncerns people who do the Lord's

work amd pealple whc,se needs are served kr the narne of Cluist (and so'metimes you radgirt find

yourself wltn a foot in both camrps). Our staternent addresses those already warking l'rarcl for the X.,ord

and others who might want to fonn a eloser relationship with the Chureh so, let me sBy

somethitlg to each group"

if you are alreaely or-te of our members or f iends whr: actively rvitnesses fcr Ctuist and

are camying the flame of Christiamity around our coflrnunity I pray tlee Lord eoni:inu*s to

str"engtllen you in your Christian vrcrk. trf yom feel that there are some arcas of cerrrrmarnify iifs
where we as a Chureh should be moro active I lvould be pleased to trear frorn yu:u" Iflycu do

aot have a Chunch oetnnection and rvouid llke to know moro about horv you can serve the

Lord in our colmnunity please tret me know'

Peter Park
Parish Minister

Working im iV{e NligBtt[y - St Pmu[
There is a fable about & man who bought a mill. It wa.s soon evi.dent that he iv$und not

niake a l1ing, eor*ld mot lceep up with the faimers' needs, an*l was ruining his hratrth f,rom the strain.

His doctor visited hint one day and eiisc*trererl that the man wa$ tLuming the trarge mill wheetr hy hand.

All the pow-er of the water was avaiiabtre, but the man had never made use of it. Do rve worry

ourselves si*}< doing things in our own p{:}w#r when the resourees af God could be nuworking im rale

mightly"?

I



$ACR.AMENT CIr', HCILY C&1VIftflIINIOI{: This will be celebrated

on Sunday 18th Mar at 10.30 arn and 3"OOpm'

To enable parents of young children attend the morning service there

rvill be a cr&sh{ij&lha kj$'.Y at the Church"

MAR.CH d, APRIL CHURCI{ SERVICES
Sunday 4th Mar 10.30 arn Moming Service

Sunday llth Mar 10.30arn Morning Serviee

sunclay ttrth Mar 10.30am service of Hotry comrnunion

3.00pm .service of HolY Communion

Sunday 25th Mar tr0.30arn lVlorning Service

Sunday trst ,{pr 10.30arn Ivlorning Servioe

sunday sth Apr 10.30am Palm srmday Morning service

Thursday 12th Apr 7"30pm Maundy Thursday service

Friday 13th Apr 7'30prn Good Friday Servise

Sunday l5ttrr Apr l0.30am Easter Day Service

Sunday 22nd Apr 10.30am Nlorning Servi*e

Sunday 29th Apr tr0.30am Morning Service

An open invitation is extended to everyone to all Services

lVlaundy Thmrsday evening service
Some 2000 years ago, on the nighLt bef,ore he was crueified' Our Lord

.lesus Christ sat around the table with his disciples. On that night he breike

bread and gave it to his disciples saying, "take, eat, this is my body

bgoken f,<rr you". In doing sc our Lord established ttre Sacrament of
Comrnunion, whioh the church has celebrated ever since'

On Maundy Thursday we remeffrber that meal and share Communion

sitting r"u"d the Lord's Table" Please accept tho invitation to come and

share in the Bread and'Wine.

Pp.RnSE{ Ai\S CONGREGATI$}IIAL R.KGIS'FEE

Baotisms
Oct I Sharon Black
Oct 14 Iona St JosePh Rennie

Feb 17 Jacques Cotin Talbot-Heigh

Jesus said "baptisi them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit"

Marriages
Oct 14 Steven Allenby and Momiea Burlce

Gad is Love, and ttnsewho live irc Lcve ltve in God' antl Gad lives in them'

Memnbers joimimg

By I{.esolwtiom ryf the SessiCIm

Ian Batrcl 7 Murrell Road

/l
/-



ftIembers leaving

Blreavements
Sept 22 lr4iss N{ary Short, Morayvale

Nov 1? Mrs Isa Bald, late of Home Park

Dec 24 Mr Ian Miller, Dovecot Park

Dec 3t Mrs Barbara Bargeton, Murrell Road

Jan 16 Mr George Thomson, F{urnbie Terrace

.Ian Zg Mr Frank Lines, Leven

Feb I Mr F{anY Homes, Crossgates

Feb 17 (Baby) i**q*", Talbot-Heigh, BeechwoodCottage, Cullalo

Tlttngs bayond owr seeing, things Auyor# our hearing, thiwgs beyond our imagyining laave a{l been

prepared by dodfoi thoie vvho Lave kim" Corinthians 2:9

Removal by Certificate
Mike Cook To St Leonatd's

If you know of anyone interested in joining the Church please ask them to speak to the

minister.
Members of the Church moving into the area and wishing to join St Fillan's should

obtain a certificate of rransference from their-previous congregation and hand it in at the church

door at any service'
Members moving away from the district should obtain a Transference Certificate firom

the Minister.
The Minister or Session Clet"k should be notified of any change of address so that the

:::y:::::::::::::,::::::::x::.::::;
The editor apologises for the faat ttrrat half the following article vanished into eyberspaoe amd was not

printed in the lasi copy of ttre Newsletter" It is hereby printed in full"

.& visit to the Church of Scotland in Tarbert, Ilarris' Eric r#iliianlsom

AJI&ls- aud starched eqHars

Having enj oyed holidaYs to the beautiful isle of F{arris in the Western Isles for a number of

years, Barbara and I decided during our visit this Past slunmer that it

was higir time we worshiPPed at a losal Churoh" We had alwaYs been

a little concemeql that without the Gaelic our padlciPation im a SETYtrOE

wouid be distinctlY iirnited. It was also a cause for apprehension th*t

we wers comPletelY unaccustomed to the traditions of the Free

Church, Tire Reformed Free Church or indeed anY cf the now

ftufirerous forms of Free Fresb54erianisrn represented on the Istramd"

n'Never fear" sald Catherine, the owner of our delightfbl

h*liday eoftage, 
.,come along to the chureh *f scotland in TarberL"

She was atrie to assutre me that the service would he sonclucted ire

English and that we would of course be most weloome. Tliis year we

were joined on holidaY by Barb,ara's Brother, his rn'ifr and f'amiiy and

so another potential problem - wtreat to do with the boys - was solved. It was explainerl that the u*ual

Minister was on holiday and that worship would be lecl

(
r)

by a visiting preacher from Northem Ireland'



The full signifieanee of Catherine's comment that "he's a wee bit like that latr

durimg our conversation. it wa.s to become all too apparent the following

Leaving our pair, thoir Uncle and Causins to an idyllic morning of
innunaerable sand castles, Barbara and I togethernith Sister-in-law Julie set

at Tarbert, the "capital" of t{arris. On arrival it was immediate}y obvious that

underdrsssed fcr the $scasion by comparison with the large thr*ng of
church. We'd neither a stiff collar reor hal amongst us! Srhat ra'ere we to do?

Well the perfbct and blindingly rlear exouse was of e*urse that we

were presumably forgiven this rninor indiscretiora. They let us in. Ey the timre

chureh was trrleasingly flrll" The congregation spanned the g*norations with a

children. Regarlation dress for men was of course a dark suit while for the

were the nonn"

The ahnosphere was hushed. Greetings were try a n<ld of the head, a

was certain that the organist would at any ffioment prcvide me with the cover tr

keeper of the pan drops for supplies. But try as tr might I couldrr't see.lirn's e

easy here" 1 thetught, surmising that pre service music was not the tradition. I
courss ttrat f,rning forks were preferred kt some quarters to pipe organs but

century and this was after all tlie Chureh of Scotlandl

The preacher duly entered" He was yor.lngish and didn't look st ail like h'Ir

often mislsading hovrever. in the early stages of the serviee th* chap didn't
Faisley. Ftre just didn't fit the pattern. The opening praise was to be a Psalm.

interests of n:revity w-e izu'ould not sing all seventeen verses, merely the first
interest f*r thcse who are afieotive to hynn turnes is that the tune to the Psalrn

Harris, one uf our Jirn's favourites). The singing, which was really vory goocl,

now have guessecl leel by a Frecentor. No organ. No keyboad of any sort. Not

Tlae semnon lvas on the tkreme of redernption and it was herc that cur preacher

began to be teruibly worried that the pulpit towering high over us wculd suffer
such was the punishment that it was taking" I learnt afterwards that the chap

evangelist" Well his sennon, of a little short of 50 increasingly uncornfortable
do with the fires of hell, lernmings and preeipices (I'm sure that the lemrnings

meaming at the time) but sadly very litttre, if anything, to sugg;est that we were

and celebrate a loving, caring and forgivrng God.

You'il rernemher that I said there were ehiidren there" Those in our vicinity
behaved. Just alcng frorn us sat a little boy, perhaps six years old. Just as the

himself up for hts olosing tirade, the quiet soui glanced up to his kindly
okhen will this be finished Dad?" The ice was broken" Adults smiled and

remcmbered their rrwn childhood's.

It was a relief to step into the vrann July sr.enshine, tc drive back to the

we laughingtry ealtr narnnality. Our visit to the Church of S*otland in Tarbert
that our Kirk is hroad enough to encompass wide varieff in worship. What
for others. The ways cf those who favour an intensely traditional fcrrni of
valid as those cf a rnnre modem approach.

On balance we decided not to stay for afternoon tea.
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Ccrne ts the &cumenical Bible Studies for Lent 2001
Each year at this time we join with local folk of different denominations for Bible

Study and fetrlowship" All are wanniy welcome to attend this series of five studies, based this
year on the material by ACTS . . the;lction of Churches-logether in-$cotland... called "Breaking
Nerv Ground" Dates and venues:

March stli .."" Glenelg, Inverkeithing R"d K Fergus. 860804
March l}th.. 11, High Street R.&J Kerr 860848
March 19th.. i, Bellhouse Road A&E Lloyd 860044
iVfarch 261h.. 10, Home Park A&E Harper 860151

April2nd .... Banks Fann i"{&T Niven 860355

Tixmes: Each Monday frou'n I -9.3OBnn.

After The Winter
God Scmds The Spring.

Spring is God's way of speaking to men,
Saying, through Me you wiil live again
For death is a season that rnan must pass thrr:ugh
And, just like the flowers, God awakens him, to*"

by Helen Steiner Rice.

Easter is a season Of Hope and J*y and Cheer,
Thereos beauty all around us To see and touch and hear...

So, no rnafier how dowmhea*ed and diseouraged we may be,

New Hope is born when we behold Leaves buddfug on a tree..

Gr when we see a timid flower Push through the frozen sod

And open wictre in glad surprise lts petaled eyes to God"."
For this is.just God saying - "Lift up your eyes to Me,
And the blea,kness of your sprint, Like the budding springtime trec,
Will lose its wlntry darkness And your heavy heart will sing" -

For God {isver sends The Winter V/ithout the Jay of Spring.

wxtr&tr'&eam'tr&&r r}&nNffi wtfi.$fr fHsM ttmstr $ffi YssuJm s;g$'E?

In September 2CI00, the five rrain Boarels of,the Church of Scotland ran a joint
Enquirers' Confbrence in Glasgow. It was a hugely successful event, with more than 100 pe*ple
attending. The aim was to allcrw a wide range of people to begin exptroring r*'hat it rneans tc be

'eallecl' to service in the Church of Scotland. Some folks came sirnptry to see what is on offer in the

br*ad raftge of astivities which ihe Church sponso($. Others had a specific 'calling' in mind, fcr
example training as a Readei', or as an ordained Minister. Yet otlaers wanted to talk further about
what kinri of training they would fleed, for exarnple, to work with the Board of Social Responsibi.lity
in one of their projeets, or tc go abroad to serve with World Mission"

$o many people expressed interest that more ttean 30 had to be placed on a waiting
list" We are glad to say tliat the next Enquirers' Conferemce has just been announeed. It will take

r



plaee at the Kelvin Conferenoe Centre, Glasgow, frorn 23-24 March 2001' Around 75 plaees will bs

availatrie, so do book early to avoid disappointment'

Further deiails can be obfained from the Church of Scotland offices, so why not cail

Liz Chaimers or Martin Scott on Arcl 225 5722,or e-maii thern (lchalmers@cofscotland"org.nik;

rnscott@eofseotland.org"uk)? They will be glad to send you more infotmation and tc help you decide

if this eve*t is the way **-r1Yg;=:s=:s::::=:==

From the rnan who should be at the Kist o' Whustles! Jim Fairlie

Forfunate or unfortunate the good people of St Fillan's Church were spareel this year

(how inconsidsrate of nry illness) my usual hput of some Burn's ntusic at one of the moming

services.
Sorne of the Scottish melodies saved for posf"erity are well suited to hymn singing

metres, alttlougtr the original words are still recalled, and of course atthis years remembrance of the

holocaust his text o'ma,ns inhnrnanity to m&fl" keeps being repeated over and over.

I also think the words on ttrre cairn on the opposite side of the t'orth goes sofile way to express the

mans sentirnents.
.n'Ihat I for poor auld Scotland's sake, some usefu' plan or book cculd make or sing a sang at least."

l,etters of thanks f,or donations from St Fillan's have been received from;

Home Start Centr.al Fife, Scottish Motar.Neurone Disease Association, Age ooncern, Seottilsh Bible

Society and R.achel F{ouse, Kinross.

if St Fillan's had a web site what would you expect to see on it?

Responses tc the Editor Fiease

Commemt f,rom the Editor
I have heard so often the excuse that churEh is boring and theref,ar people do not

c01118.

"Church" is made up frorn two etrements - bulldings and penple. The building we have

is a unique ilne as can be verified by the number i:f positive oomments in the visitors book and vrould

appeff to be far from boring. The peoptre who attend St Fitrlan's are a fasoillating anci m*st interesting

gioup of,people in their own right" So what is it that is b*ring about church? The hynnns? Every tirne

**** o*u says that cefiain hyrnns will he dropped frorn the trook there is a cry of '"No rvay!" The

prayers? Thiy are fundamental to the Christian belief and variable. The sennon? You disagr*.e with

what is said? Good, talk about it, that's rvhat it is f,err. You agree with what is said? Gaod, then y*u

know your faith is charged" Perhaps some weeks one does rvrestle with a aomputer problern or rvclrk

out the weeks filsnu or ielive the round of goif, so what? We are only human, but why church sneould

be boring beats me . Church is a ptrace to con:re f'or a little bit of quiat normality" A refuge &omn tl'le

outside world where the soul can have a shot at triving tao" Outside the church building, the strike rate

from outside influences is so treigh we have little tiine for the inner person. Churcir is only what you

make it but in this highly pressuriscd life you need the calntilg intluence of Christ to get by. I know

this f,rom experience as do eountless thousands of others and one thing Christ's infltlonce is not amd

that is "boring".

b



The Aherdour Handbell Group
This happy go lucky group of apparently panic struck people oontinue to enjoy the

etTort of making music and actually ringing the last note in unison.

The Winter season has been a good one with "gigso'at Henderson House, the Queen
Margaret hospital, the Vietoria Hospice, Grayforth, not ftrrgetting St Fillan's and our

own horne based nrganisations" The Friendship Club, fbr whom we did a Christrmas

concert, handed over a donation in memory of Chris Whyte who was one of our

group. Still invitations come in. In the pipe line, a eoncert in Cowdenbeath and

Rachel House, Kirross. Recently we held our first oooorne and see what it's ail about"

afternoon and were surprised at the number of ilttrigued people who furned up.

Because we are sueh a friendly grclup, we invite anyelne wishing to satisfy their

curiosity, to come to the Manse on Thursdays' befween 3 and 5pm. Whether it is to look, listen or

ring you would be rnade most welcome with a cup of tea as a bonus"

* ***4.** !r{< + *t4( * * * * * r€ ***** **.

To mrpet peop{e fnorn ovenseas, stay of horne
There are many thousands of international students at universities and colleges in the

{JK, who come here hoping to get to kncw Eritish people, and to explore the local culture and

custorns. Urafbrfunatel;r, the majorify find it al.ntost impossible to make contaot with the rsal life of
the country, aw&y from the oampus and the cosrnopolitan cities.
Addr*ssing this situation is a voluntaly scheme known as HOST, which has been

operating for 13 years witir the baoking,of the British Co,unsil and the Foreign Office.
HOST a{ranges for students to have a shnrt visit, usually at a weekend, or at

Christmas, to a welcoming private hame.
Conversation, meals, outings and meetings witia other members of the farnily or local

oommunig,, are the main features of most visits. The openness and friendliness sf their hosts are

innpressions lrrhieh remain in the filemory. A visit can radicaltry alter students' preeonceptions of
Britain, and help them feel rnore at home wliile they are here.

For the hosts, the rewards are the pleasure of meeting lively and inteltrigent young people and

well-iaformed mature students, from parts of the world which they may alreacly know, or may nevf{
have the chance of knowing in any other way. 'I{osting students, as u,ell as being greatfun, has widened

ouy hayizons, 'wrote one host, 'and we hope, enabled ws to mske a svnsll cantrib*tion to tnternatiana{
understanding.'

Most hosts of,fer.just one or nryo invitations a year, and new hosts are aiways needed'

If you rruould like to know more, pXease call tlee Voluntary Regional Organiser, Bron

Davies, on 0 1 464 82 I 200, or e-mail Bron@phi-ltd.demon"co"uk
HOST ean also be visited at: www.host'*k.org

Sunday School Report
One of the reports presented at the reeent St Fillan's AGM was that of the Sunday School by

Christine Redhead. She called it "The Church of the Present and the Futute". She said "We strive to

underline the relevance of the Christian way of life in the new millennium. Our prionty is to nurture

and encourage the children to grow so that in their teenage and adult life - on their own volition -

they desire to becorne part of the church". Christine continued the report by givrng details ofthe past

prograflrme that had kept the children busy. The JAM Club had been very successful last year and

would run again this June. Last year it had been instrumental in not only bringing new youngsters to

Sunday school but parents to church.
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Other reports were delivered by Jotrn Andersc'n - Froperty, Ewart &{cSkimming - Finance, Lr:is
F{utchison - Social, Bill Chalrners - SCIFU trpossible merging of Seottish Episcopal, Methodists,
United R.eformed and CofS), Susan Farrar - Youth and Education.

Christian.4id Golf
Tlie Sponsored Goif Competition f,or Christian Aid cornes of ag* this
year.

It was in 1980 that the golfers of Dalgegr Ctrrtrrdi invited
those of St Fillan's to "ioin them in the event they had been running
since 1974.

To increase interest in the event a St Fillan's mernber donated a trophy
for annual eompetition between th* chureires.
With the consent of the Rev" David Tf Rutherfiird, who had been
minister of the joint charge of St Fillan's Parish Church ancl Dalgery-
Parish church frcrr 1949-1965, the David Rutherfbrd trophy earne into play and has been reguiarly
contestecl eaeh year" Over the years honours have been fairly equally divided with Daigety holding a

slight advantage.
I\{ore imporfantly ther"e }ras been a lot of fun and fellowship eujoyed, without lnsing

sight of the main airn of the event and not only Christial'1,&id but a few other charities have benefrted
over the ysars.

This year the eompetition takes plaee between 4fh and 8th "lune over Aberdour golf course. Entry is
not confined to ehurole members of Aberciour Golf Club rnembers. trf you are interested please eontact
Lois Flutchison * E50444.

Odd? Adult - A person that has stopped grcwing at both ends and is now growing in the middle
Corruniuee - A body that k"eeps minutes and wastes hours.
Dust - h,Iud with the juice sqr.reezed cut.
Gossip - Persoir whql will never tell a lie if,ttre truth will d+ utore damage.
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liunday Mormf; mg Scnipture Readir*gs
The following are the lectionary pessages for the next few weeks.

If you would like an exposition of the theological or historical issues

pertaining to any of the prl$$eges please speak me and I will try to help.

, On Sundays where no readings are shown pa$sages'appropriate to the

special oecasion will be used.

Mar 4 Cuides thinking Day Apr 22 Aits 5: 27-3?
Revelationl:4-8
John 20: 19-3tr

Mar l1 Genests 15: l- t8
Philippians 3:17*4:l
L,uke l3: 3l-35

Apr 29 Aets 9: 1-20
R.evelation 5: I l-14
.iohn 2l: l -14

h4ar 18 lsaiah 55: l-9
I Cor lCl: t-13
Luke !3: 1-S

May 6 ,A,ets 9: 36-43
Revelaticln 7:9-17
John 10:22-30

Mar 25 Songs of Fraise Iv{ay 13 Aets tr 1: l-18
R.eveiatinn 2i: [-6
John 13:31-35

Apr I lsaiah 43: l6-21 May 20 Asrs I6; 6-15
Revelation ?1:lA,22 .5

John 14: 23-29
Fhilippians 3: 4b-14

Apr I

Apr l5

John 12: l-8

Fassion Sunday

tsaster Day

Nrlay 2? Acts l: l-l I

Ephesians I: l5-23
Luke 24: 44-53

Flease flet mrue kmmw if you wuuld like to cofire on ts t[Be

Seripture reeding rota

Feter Park * parlsh rmimister.

o
(

,rffi

A*..



All children nursery to P? welcome. Details to follow

ta


