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Parish Minister
Parish *n d Corugregation sl register

Rev Peter Park
35 tseltrh*use Rcl 860349
Mrs Catherine Duncan
43 Humbie Terr 860511
Mrs Karyn Crowe
13 St Fillan's Cr 860721
h{orrnan Macdonald
Watehhous*, L*wer Glebe 86058j
John Anclersun
I Bellhouse R.d S605?4

Bruce l)rever
15 Inclx Ave 860353

Sessioru Cl*rk

Pastoral flonvener

Froperly Convener

Hall Convener

CHL}RCSI SERVHCES
10.30 Sept * May

1t1.0 June * August

Evoning service in ehurch
6-30PVI - l*t Sunday eaeh month

Ch unch Newsletter Cormmittee
C$llctte A<lam
Linda Brou.,n

Cathcrine Dunean
l-lavid Ham:ah
Eileen Harper

Marringes
^"Iun 16 Neil Tornlinson and Pauline V/eir
Jul ? Alan Brown and Lucy Bennett

.Aug 24 Gllian Barnard and Peter Filser
Aug 25 Ian Paltiel and Lisa Thornson
Sep I Martin Willeosks and htlandy Cook
Sep 7 Dar,{d Bald aud Sandra Whatling
God is lrsve, and th*s* v,ho live in ktve live in Gtscl, and Gad lives in tltem

Bereavements
Aug 6 Mrs. H+len Burritl
Aug 24 lv{rs Janet Drurnm
Things heyr,,nd awr seei.ng, thi.ngs bey-*nd our hearing, tkings heyrtnd our imagining lrat'e ulf
he,en prepnr*rl hy God.Jbr tltose wha love f'Iirn Corintkians 2:!]

R*moval by ctnfificate
Mr. H A1ten & lrtrrs. K Altren Scottislr Episcopai Church

Mr" B Gray
Fiona Remie tr: Edinburgh,
We wish *ur friends eveqi blessing as ttrrey move to an1rther spiritual horne

Clerk to the Board
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Am imvfltatflon tm the ["ryrd's Tmhfle

Sacramernt CIf Cs$ssmlelniwm

$rnndny ?t** CIctErh*r
10.30 AM and 3.$&PNI

F-CIr eYeryorne who lmvms t&ae Lmrd

Slarvest I'hanksglvimg Serviaes

Sunday l4th Oetober 2S0L

The Fr[mnny schaol service is om Frirlay L#h CIctober

Detsils later frn the newsletter

Wanted * am edit*rr fqrr our rylarter$ neinisletter

The minister lras put this edition together but we ae"e s*eking $omeoile t* tak* on

the inrportmxtt taqk of editing and collatins our nervsletter
If you woulcl like tr: h*trp pleaso speak with the minister

Chureh $mle of Work
Smtanrdmy 1?'h Novemher

ffietnfi$s sm bmek page

{{ <{{{ q { Parisk iwfwwation ort faaing page
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Dear Friends * the certainf of fai*t

How can Christians respond to the aftermath of uneertaiuty and fear which the world is
expedencing as a result of the resent terrslrist attaeks in Arnerica?
Th{s was the subjeet of rny seffinon on $unday 23'd Septeinber, pr*ached against th*
background of helief and knowledge th*t Christiaus wast to be involved in advaneing Christ's
Kingdorn and encouragrng p*ople to follow the ways ef God. ln times like the present

Christians have an inoreasod awarenes$ that om our ovrrl $r* are so limited, but wrth God's
help we oafl svercorne dfficu.lties and holp cthers to do likewise" I suggested various ways in
which we could ali get involved and contribute towards the heaiing af a bnuiseri aud hurting
wodd.
Many in church tlmt day have said how helpful the sentrou was in helping focus their
thoughts and i am taking the unus*al (for nie) step of produeing the gist of it leere. I do not
write out $ermrons in full and know that generally speaking orally delivered setmons rnake

poor reading {and mine is not the exceptiom tc the rule) - however I offer it in bullet point
fonnat (aad with a fevr xcripture refereflces for firther reading) for y*ur refleoti*ir. If anyone

wonld llke me to discuss or elaborate rny thoughts with them please let rne lcmorv.

X suggest 4 areas offocus

Firstly and as a priarity e*ch af us shaald affinru our owm.faith and' belief in th#t w{'x*tever an

evil wortd tkrows at us we sye s€cure irt Gad's etercr$l hingdom both itr the shCIt/ and lorzg

terFn
r Rernind ourselves of ths great promisss of, faittr stretching back into creation {Genesis

l), the pronrises rnade some 4000 years ago by God tt Abraharn and his deseendents

(Geaesis 17:6) and ttee trooking forward into the otemity of Heaven w;here God
ultirnately cares f,ar and protects Gotl's people flRer{: 15-17)

* Take connfort frorn the knowledge that God promise* to iook after us in the prese,nt in
our timos of tonble (Nahum 1;7, Psakn 46) *nd promises to be our reftige in this

trnul:ieatr world.
a ft.amind ourselves of Jesus' words to lV1artha, when trre raise{.l Lazarus frorn dre dead -

ool am the resumeeticrn arud the lif,s, FIe whn believes iu me will live even r]tough ]te

dies, and whoever lives and believes in nie wiltr fiever die" (John 11:25).
o Jesus then asked Martha " do yon beliel,e fiie" and this qliestion is most reievant tc

everyono urho is a f,ollor,ver of "fesus. Each cf us needs to answer ttrlis eiracstion far
ourselves and this is a tirne to search our souls and decide wtrrether or mot we really

believe in th* Lord's prornises
* Ask owsetrves whettrer we share the betrief of tlre writer of the letter to the Flebrews

(Hebrews 1tr:1) * "Faith is being sure of whet we hcpe for and ssrhin cf what we do

not fcar"

Ws skould tkeru wse tlee cornfort af awrfaitlt to wmfort others
r trn troubted timex rnamy poople turn to the Christia$ corunaunity for hetrp and we do

rvell tCI rsrnerrber Paul's worcls of em*ouragement to sor*e endy Christians" Paul tells
us that ""Feople of faith who are themsqlves comf,olted by God are rveltr plaoed to

comfort o'thern in their sorrow" (2 Corinthians 1: 1-?)
o Althoush we walrt to hetp others recognize thet we uray fincl ourselves in sirrmtions

whero we struggle to find the right wonds * but dqm't w$rry about that beeause G*d
will Erve us the words (Ephesians 6:19). There are however tfunes wheu w*rds are

secondary to just being with someone in their tirne of need. Being able to sixar*

Christian lslve is so so impoitan{ and shoutrd uever be undm'sntimated
Cont'd P3



We should suflpoyt ouy Govewtment and otltets.fighting cgainst terrorism
CI Ns one in civilized society wants to initiate war. We know that in wars people are

kilted ancl counhies can be devastated, God's witrl is that people should iive in poace.

The psalrurst trainents war (Psakn 46) and proplaets look for a day w'hen wars will
oease (Isaiah l1 1-9, Micah 4: I-5).

e There is however evil in the worid and rrye are told that God abhors evil doers who

wrongly clairu to do evil in God's name (Matthew 7: 15-23) and will piurish thern

o God calls Governments to take aohon against evitr (Rourans 13: l-5, 1 Peter 2: 13'17)

and Christiars should support theur in their endeavours to ptrsue a j*st war defrntling

aivilized soeiety against the evil of terrorism. In doing so we should remember ow
Govenrment is defending against repetition of affocities.

o L,et us not lcse siglrt of the faot that America, supported by many other naticns, is
NOT pronnulgating or pursuing a holy war; rather it is calling the civilized pr:wers to

rurite againsr iemorism. If tlleretbre we see evideace of any misguided poople wrongly
pirrsuing a 'so called "religiaus war" &gainst people in our neigtrrbotlrhood we strrould

do what we sfflto prevent this escatrating.

Wile sddressing; the immediate issues we shoutd rtot lose si5:ht af the.fitct that Godtuartts the

people af this war{d to ltve at peace
o In his fust letter to Timothy (1 Timothy 2: 1-8) flre apostle Paul, urges us to pray "that

people everyrvhere could live peacefrrl and quiet lives in holiness and godliness". We

do well to f,oliow his exhorffirion.
. Faul was writing soure 2000 years ago; the world he inhabited had it's problems but

he believetl &at if people followsd God's ways calm would come to troubled w&tors,

iight into darkness, and he gave his life to encouraging fffld faoilitating peoptre to

follow God.
o Our worlcl is considerably diff*rent ftom Paul's yet we, the current people of Gocl,

share his baliefs mrd desires. Like Paul we are called to srork alongside the risen

Christ to h*lp people through difficutt times and encourase thenn to know the love

and pe*ce of God

As I sairl at the begirming *f this sermon/letter we are facing difficult tirnes but ws as

Christians can do our bit to bring comrfort loealtry and globally. Let us all find ways in whictr

we cafi help, and to give that help in the name of Christ whose we ere and whoin we serve.

May the Lord bless ysu &s you hold out the hopes and tnrths of your faith in these uloefiaixl
tirnes.

Yow Paristr Minister
F*ter ParA

s

whose
The Frince of P*aco, Saviour of the Worlcl
birttr we celebrate on 25th Deceffiber
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Having hearrl the sermon in rey letter one of our members has sent the followiug
prayer/meditation for us to share:

It is cnlled Crcss Purposes by Eddie Askew *,

Lord, sornetfunes I look around
and feel that nothing's happening f'or good"

That we've changed gear by accident,
and with a screech clf pain, reversed ereaticn.

Taken all you've made and hru:ned it back to chaos.

But underneath the tun*oil of,our &antic world
your spirit wtrks unseen.

A pimpernel of grace and love,
unrecogni.zed, appearing where rrye least sxpeet

to offer fransformation.

Beneath the seeming strange coincidence
and accidental purpeise - not strange to you

and hardly accidental-
the ferment of your recreative spirit

transfonns people and events

aecording to sorne ioving chemistty
I can't y*t eomprehend.

And as i walk today
and do the tasks in front of me

keep me within your plan.
Help me to see yoru hamd at work

And when I can't...".."..
give m* the graee

to accept uncertains
and trive it with assurance

knowing that in shaos or ereation
your hand is in oontrol.

Church Flowers
Weicx.ld yort like to corne cn tc *urflo'*rysr rota fbl puttimg flor.vers in tha church oftfie or
twiee a year? W* are seeicing some additional help to either physically put the flr:wers
in *huroh (they do,n't neEd to tre especially arrangod - just put them in a vase) r:r rf you

would prefer to mai<e a paynent tow,ards the cost of fiorvers.
* For imf,onnation about dates h{rs Catherine Duucan ES06i X

WVe Seat:e # wwwilbffv r$ ehildren's &ocJe,r #n th€ see&frcf o/&eremvew#wl
availablef*r wsy*txt€ wil"{} tltitsks tkey nrig#tt be xasefia{"

Ckildrew swd beresvemefll

Fdease c*rrtfie{ ffke r?e#wisgcr

s



Harvesf Thanlagiving
Morning lVorship Sunday 14th Octoh*r 1$.30

Frimary $ehool Friday l2th October IS.SS

This year we ilre helping 2 charities
o Slythswood Sh*e Box appeal -Sending gifts to Eastern Europe in 6ime for

Christnuas
a Open doar Ftfe * * chmrityfCIr adult horweLess bssed im frtl-nfermline

'Ihe Primary schootr wiltr be rnalcing up shoe-boxes for ehilclrcn

Adults calr either rnake up a shoe box for children or adults for Eastern H,urope
OR

Contribute items that \4/itr1make up hom* start up kits

I{you wfrnt tu fue*p the shoe*box appeal
Please fill shoe boxes and mark on the outside who it is suitable for and what eaoh contains

, Boxes may include

.,t. Toothbrusir, toothpaste. soap, spofige, fare-cloth
* Talo, comb, toilekies Srnali toys

.& Fen, peneil; notebook, rubber, crayCIns,t Socks, glove$, hats, scarves
+ Sweets (not chocolate because it urelts) cr raisins

.,1. Tiun*d. f,ood, powdered milk, rice, biscuits
(sell by dates later than Marsh 2002 plea,se)

4. Bahy clothes

Plcase trabel ail boxes ciearly on the outsi<le with
.1. Wita contents are for

(man or wornan, teenager (age and sex), child (age and sox) babies

.f lVhat the contents gre
This is e sustoms requirernemt

If yow wotdld prefer to heip locul hwmeless people
Please bring aiong a*y of the following

Toiletrios of any kind
Washing up liquid, soap powder, toilet eleanen

T'ea, coffoe, sugar
Pot scourers, washing up cloths, tea towels

These wifll be made up hy the charity into start up hits

We wi{t have qretiring *allectiCIn on Sunday ll'h Octfor Open Daor Fife
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Changes in our Kirk Sessi$n
Some of our members are retttng fr*m Session and we also have some additions.

F'irstly a thank you ta our outgoing members; Marnis H.ermie, Bunny Gray, Itugh Hanlon, Bill
McRae and ,{lex Stirling who have given rnany years service to tlie Ch.ur*h of Scotla*d aad

we say thank you for their contr"ibution.

We also glve a \Marfir weleorne tc) Wallace Cowan and J*ne Weatherup, who were ordained as

Elders on Surday 30e Septernber.

,As a result of'these changes there srill be som* alterations to Elder"s disfiicts and Disf ict
Elders wili inform mentbers affected by this.

rl lrl -
^r:f:?I6*#idt

ilIay we have your u*ed stamps please? h€ t
llir* Church cf Scotland. Board of World Mission eollect and sell used stamps to further their

work abroad,
If you would like to help this proj*ct please give your mserl stamps to Mrs I{elen Har:nay, 10

Telny Ptac*, mr hand them in at the chtuch ctoor any Sunday.

St Fillan's Lunches
First Thursday each rnonth

4s October, Iot November,6'h T)ecernber,

12 - 1.30 Fh,t In tlic rhweh Hall
Everyone welcorne to join us

soup and fitrled rolls t1.50

@
4tte * grh

Christian ,4td spows$red g#gf
{wptt, Aberd*wr &i*df fi$&g€W

The annual sponsored golf competition befween the golfers of St Fillan's and Dalgety parish
chrirehes toak plaee ovqr Aberdour golf eourse in the first week of Jrme when one hundred

and nine golf*rs took part.
The scoring was very high thi* year and the result was always in doubt until the last players

came in on the F'iday evening, wieen for the sixth year iu succexsion St Fillan's wsn the
David Rutherford Tr*phy by the narrow margin *f 239 p*ints to 238" We have stiil to oqual

Daigety's reoord r:f I wins in a row from 1982-1989.
The wirming St Fillan's team was rna.de up of Elizabeth Wood vr*ro wan ttre St Fltrtran's eup,

Dorothy Cuthill, Torn McNab, Wiliie McKay, Jim Thornson and Rosemary Scott.

Marjorie Clark, area orgamiser for Chrisflan Aid, presented the prizes and the sum cf f2278
was raised (fl0?2 by St Fillan's and fi12*6 hy Dalgesr) for ohariff" The money was divided

betwsen Christian Aid and the Maomillan Fife Appeal"
Our thamks go to Aberdour Golt'Clutr for al,lowing us the colirtesy of the course and to all the

golfers and their sporsors
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Alnsk*n Childrers, Chorus * Cr:*cert tn Church

Those of us who atteldqd {re consert by ffre group were privileged to be part of a memorabie
evening that u,ill remafur in our msrncries for aicmg time. 

'
A nunber of our d[*,g* fanrilies playeei hosts and provided meatrs, as a result of iryhich many
friendships were made. Sorne of our rnembsrs ars mow oorresponding regularly with the
Alaskans and it is good that friendships are made and sustained.

Following the recent terrorist attacks in A.merica I know that many frorn Aberdour were in
touch with their Alaskan fiends. The foltowing e-mail.s (names of, seur1er and recipient
omitted) were sxcharged and demonstrate the lov! and caring from otr cornmunity - *d f,r*
warmth iu which that lovo was received.
Frqlrn Aberdqrur
Dear
Just a word nn tw* ts let y*u know that you amct all yo{nr fellow An'rerieans elre
in our thmughts and prayers" There sinrpfy areR't wCIrds adequate tp deserihe
the rnagnittlde and horcCIr of. what your people are suffering. Feter park ourMlnieter led rrreditalio1s tonigirt in $t Fillans for all those teushed by the
Y*qquy end you and atrl the erther fine people we nrmt in July were held Lp to#*d im prsy*r" lts all we here can do.
GCId hle*s you"
Love f,remr

And the Alaskan response
Ilear,

We just want'ed to let yau know how muc! your message meant tm us. Our whoie comrnunity
and state are still in shock" It is so hard to comprehJnd what leas happen*J. O* children
want to try to rmderstand how anyone could causo so much hurt and tigedy, and it is very
hard. to try to explain something that we cannot understancl ourselves. It is wcrnderfirl to
receive support frorn om friends in Scottrand, though" and know that you are thinking of us!

This event hau roaily pulled the Arnsrican people t*gether. \,!'e saw tbe most wonderful
display tonight. You *now that there were ,:ver ZCICI frrefighters rnissirg in New york after
ihe attack' Tonight rvhem our family was driving down on*irthe main itreets in Anchorngo,
lrye saw a Iarge fire lruek that was parnced on rhe side af the road. Froru the top of their raised
crane w&s draped a large Americ*r ftag" Lined up and down both sides cf tha skeet were
$e{iglxters aud pofice- 

?ffi**{u, 
joined try their ran*ies and friends waving Ameri'ean flags to

the greetings end honking of all the cais passing by. The firefighter* *&r riogping c#s to
get donations to send to tlee farnilies of the missing firef"lghters in Ne* york. it *u, a very
touching scsne' and one thatmade us rernember r,l"hy *u *i proud tc be Ameriaansl

Tell everyon* at St. Fillan's that rve apprecinte tireir prayers.
Love tc YorxFamily



&

Aberdour ffiri Guides ...

Would yau b* interested in beeoming a unit kelper?

You need to be between l8 and 65, maie or female, and able and willing to coute along
regularly on a Tuesday uigbt

lf,interested please speak with Jeuny Adams on S60753

Queen Margaret F{ospital
Are seekiag sorne volunteers to provide sorne therapeutis efttertainment' of an artistio ilature

in the hospital wards.
They are laoking for nrusicians, juggl*rs, magicians, drama, ctrourns and so on who wouid be

prepared to go rowrd some of,the wards eiltortaining the patients,

If y*u think you eould help please speak with our minister or plrcne Jane Roxburgh, 01383
85267',?

Christiam Support network fon abused wo$&€n
A Scottaad-wids network of fernate volunteers - "persons of trust' is being set up from ls
Ortober ta help woltnea who suffer viotence or abu$tr, parti**lm'ly if a religious context is

involved.
The net$rork support line is fi1?38 86fl995

Fur$rer inforrnation on ttris s*rvise ic available from our rninister

We sre sseking someCIne (rnale or femmle) to help with fill or some of the duties
of Church Ot$cer"

Sorn* rnigiltt say that tfue perfect beadle teas the perceptiom *f an angef, the patience af a saint
and stars dt dverythixg they d*. This m*y be the case. (andtar indeed sometkircg to aspire to)

but the wore basic.job reqwirernext,c *re a desire to ser ,** the L*rd in tkis ituport*nt and
necessary job snd a love fitr St Filkm's.

There are three flnain areas fo cover but tliese do not all need to he d*ne by the sems persor
and job sharing may be *n optio*..

Sund*rt duti*s sach as preparing th* church, ringing t:he bell, bringing in the Wib{.e.

Additional ckurch sewices suck as,fwne.rals arudweddings
Opening *nd clasing tlte Chur*k e*ch day

Teyms and conditi*ns to be discussed Gvrd agreed depending rm kov, much of tlt* t{utie,s

apytlic*nts csn tske ovt

If yu* ure intex.estet{ in this {ar kmrsw af ,sovvteone who ruryht he} ptreas* spe*lrwith EwaN
lv{cSkimrning;, I)av*id H*xn*h *r the winister

l{e *{iE{ sded{ # ftemd{e $v t{sv€#
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tr_=#] $unday Mmxing S*ripture Readings
Tlte followtng are the plaarned i*ot{onary pa$$egrs fer the next 2 month,s.

If you would litrce information on any theotrogical or historical issues please speak lvith Pster
Fark, Farish Minister (860349)

$st 7 Jeremiah 29:1,4 - T

?Tim2:I-i5
Luke t7: 11 - tg

Galatians 5: 16 - ?5
I-ulee tr2: 13 *21

.fererniak 3L:27 - 34
2Tim3: 14-4:5
Luke18:tr-E

Joel 2: 23 - 32
2Tim4:6-8, 16-18
Luke 18:9*14

Nov 4
Saints Day

Isaiah5l:1-11
Ephesians 1: tr1 - 23
Luke 6: 20 - 36

Oct 14

Harvest

Oct2l
Communion

Oct 28

Nov il Mieah4: I - &

Remembranee 2 Thess 2: 13 *-3: 5

Luke 1: 68 - 79

Nov 1S Isaiah 65: 17 - 25
2 Thess 3:6 - 13

Luke2l:5*19

Nov 25 Jeremiah23: 1-6
Colossians 1:9 - 20
Luke 23: 33 - 43

New look for KiE'k's hest sellflng churchman
Ttrre late William Barclay was a prolifi* writer and among the malry books he wrr"vte was a

series called the Daily Study Bible.

This seriss has now been revised, sensitively edited, discreetly updated ard had archaie
references removed * yet it still retains the farldi.ar and insighffiri Barclay sryle.

The first 6 vohunes, available from October 26 2A01, are the gospels - Matthew vohune 1

and 2, Mark,l,uke and John volurne 1 and 2

Fresbytery of Dunfernmlime our fivs yearly report

Eaah shwoh receivss a visit about oncs every five years frorn Presbytery amd the visiting team
meet with the Kirk Session Congregatianal Boar<l and Miaister.

Tlt*y then propfire areport, a copy of which is pirmed up CIn the HalX notice Board, and a cop3,
in the hands of alt offiso bearerx. The report nurs to 4 pages and is not reproducert here but its

couclusion states:
The Churchfarnily $t St Fillafl's Aberdowr is i.n good keurt und is s necessilry cltarge. It has
in *ommonwith ruwry ather congregatiorcs the prohlems af owr present culture, in relation t{)
commibnent sncl witness *nd is attentptittg to qddress tlnese problems to the greater glory af

God. tffe wLch thew God's hlessing in their jaurney together

lf anyone would like more infirnnaticrn ofl any aspect of the report, or a per$snal copy thereof,
with tha minister, elder ortsoard member
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A look back irnto the past
Many of us sfton look baek nostalgically at the good old days of the Kirk

One of our elders carne across this newspaper extract from 1S8S when the
locatr pre$ts revlowed the then new hook hy the parieh minister"

Readers lm 2S0'! are Invited to deeld* for thenrselves whetfrrer they would like
the Kirk discipNine of tl'*e tima to he r*ifltrodused

THE fitlffFENwtLINE .{OURNA{, ,S,4 TANDA Y, A UGUST &tk iSS"f.
A review of the recently published bock by Rev. W Ross, LL.D,

Aberdour.
ABERDOURAND INCHCOLIM

From the time of the Refonmation a triad cf services was held on the Sundays. At eight
o'cloek the church b'mll stmlm*ned the people to hear tho Bible read by the Reader. At teir it
rang again fbr reading and prayer- and dre regular service ftrr- devotional exercises and
preaching began after the third ringing at eleven. Great ignorance was abroad; Bibles lvere
scaros and cr:stly to suoh a clegree that '"tlre purchase of a pulpit Bible was sometimes a work
that dernanded carefirl attention. Thus in 1668 it is resordecl tkat tha Kirk**Session of
Aberslour irave several times before been ftinking of-h*w they may attain a Kirk -Bible. To
secure this end they resolved on making a collection at the Kirk door, in basins, by l{uglr
Abercrombie, R-oh.ert Roeh, and John Mckie. This coltr*efion amc,unted to S19 Scots. Hugh
Abercrombie was appointed to rnake the purcliase, whi*h probably entailed a voyage &cros$

the Firth; and har,ing secured i:he desired Kirk Bible for S,tr8. 18s, the session retuitled lainr

vsry many thanks f*r his diligence"'.

Those who absented tlemselves &om public worship or behaved riotausly wsre looked after
by the eldors appointed to this very neoessary duty. We read, for instance, of Henry Tyrie
being summoned before his bet krs un August 3lst, 1649. The said Heruy eompears, and,

being chatlengecl fbr his not eorning tc the Kirk, is found gurl}-. Therefbre, beir:g hie frrst
fault, the Session has oniy admonished him not to do the like; and, if he be ever t'ouv:d ira ihe

like, to be prurisheel exarnplarly. Again, 'John and Williarn Matson in visitiag ttrre town found
fhat John Forfair and his wif,e ware drinking in James Orock's. In June 1650 tlree msn were

"sumynonecl before the Session for going sut of tho uhiuph during seriee, and were
admonished not to do the like again." Another two were censrued tr'crr- going up and dorarn the

walk during divine sefl,ice" Ir. 1652 four worthies fbr "making din in the churcie In the time
of diviue servios" were crdered "to sit doqrnr om th*ir knoes asd crave God merc5, far their
tbult;" and it was ordained further that "if cver fotmd in the like, they will be set In tho joggers

and banished th.e town."

These Elders certainly l*d nc idls life. Each had his speeial district to supervise, and wa$

*xpected tCI see thflt the i$habitsnts allendecl church and to ilote such as sworo, drafrk, fouglrt
"flytsf', and so on. Hence we read that "tho S*ssicll crdai*s Walter Flool<er's wife ariel

Christine Ritctdes mother to be summorted for drinkiug during the time of diviue service."
Janet Taylor cir heing brougirt to tria"l adurits she was the warse of drink, but ingeniousXy

pleads that, not b*ing accustomecl t$ it, "a iittle ran in trer head." Huglr Ba,ilxie (*:nce an eldsr
alas) must have beer: rrh*t Artermus Ward call**l "a f$stive onss", He got a wsrd" from the

minister regarding son:e distarbarece I* l:is hostolry nt Easter Aberdour, and a hint that his

r:ffice .will he tahen &orn liim if there is no amendment. He prorrises bstter things; but
rumour soon rises up that his servants have aotually brought up a pipe of wine &orn ttrie

Whitesands an a Sunday rnorning!

C*nUd



l1

How can an elder explain this awful d*scretion ? llow ean he hold tris head up again ? FIis
excu$e is that if the wine had lain all day "beeking in the sun it would have spoiled; and this
appealed so strongly to the hearts ef his judges that they dismissed the case wittr a slight
admonition. A sholt time af,teq Hugh is snce wore in a fix- The $ession had collected
rnaterials for building a school; and, &s Hugh had sans b,nilding of hts own just thcn, he helps
himself to sorne of the stones and iime, in spite of the remorstrarces of sorue of his fellow*
members, inteuding of courss to repay what he may use- Again be appears ere he Is relieved
of the responsibilities of, his eldership; for we read that at a naeetin[ of Session the minister
sternly asks those present if they are awflrs that one of their number was lately *so drunk tftat
he was unable to find his way home witliout assistauce. None of thern hacl heard of such a
shameful ttring; dreir syes instinctively t$ro In the dir*ction of Hugh, rvho- beiug
interrogated- cotfesses his guilt with sorrow, is fined 4CIs. and on his larees craves "Gsd
ilrer$y for the said vice and for being an ill example to others

In soms cases the surveillance on the part of the elders cver ths en-ing and disobedient was
not fully appreeiafed liy those who were srrbjected to it. Robert Young, for exa*:ple, was
summoned serreral times for keeping his mill going on $urdays; and, exasp*rated beyand
measure by this continual interference, he gives vent to his feeling of indigration by
exclaiming that "'it was never a good world since there was so maily $essions." Even a rvoffrl,
as we know, will tum; but Robert did rot reap much advanfage by so expressing hirmseld for
h* was again brought bsfore his betrers and 'rebuked sharply," because he had thus spoken of"
thcse who were anxious and deterrnined to guide him Intr: the riEht path and to see t&at ne AiC
not sF'ay therefrom.

John toch tie was another character who aaused mucll troubtre to his spirifual overseors. His
strpreme ptreasure fur life was to surround himseXf witl'l some *ronies, drink himself "f,ou", and
insist on his example being followed. His farne rested on f,oundations so firm that if it were
reported that Johu was In a oertain district, everybody krew, without asking, that a glorious
carousel was in progress. He is made to stand before the putpit to eonfess his failing, has to
frnd security to the extent of *,10, and is plainly told that, if in the same condition again, he
will be bamished froun the &:wn. A few months pass ancl John is not as he should be; so frvo of
the elders are sent "to the brcwsters to discharge them selling him any ale, except smal] drink;
which Srey agree to." Six years after, he engages "not to drink ail of any kind for the space of
a year."

Editor's n$t€ : .for.{wrtk*r insigltt into these ti.mes wky wot read the boakfor yoar,relf
Capy available on laan i{required {ronc ihe rxinister

,'$omre mfi*prints from other {harcfu y*€wsle{t€r$

{marwes und pluees &witted}
L*dies, dow'tforget the rwrww*ge sale. It's a chaw*e to g€t rid of thCIse tkings
nat wortlt keepircg arCIwnd tfte kouss^ Dan'tforget your husbafid"s

The serman tkis rnorning: 'Jesws walks on the water', The serman tonight '
Jesus'
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$T,FILIAN'S NHED$ A NEW ROOF.-.CAN YCIU HEI.P?

The roof sf the chureh was replaced in 1926 and *overed with tlles of Caithnens
slate. We have known for som* years that these tites needed to he repla*ed and witi:
this in mind we took the advice of an architect with experienee of ancient huildinge
and initiated Phase 1 of the church renovation scherne" This lnctuded the repair of
the belfry, r*-pointing the West gablCI and re-roofing the poreh with second-hand
Saithness til*s (we used old tiles to preserve the'authentic look')

Experience gained trom this showed that few of the old tiles could be re-used and as
a result of this we are looking at a bill in the region otfl12$,000 for ne*roofing our
church and completing the external re-pointing of the church wallsl We expect to start
the next building phase in about 2/$ years time once we have rai*ed the necessary
funding.

We *halt *f *ourse be eligible for grantc towards the eost of this wr:rk and are
endeavcuring to straximiee the grants we can receive but we witl stili be expected to
raise a suhstantial amount ourselves towards this wmrk.

Sur funding strategy is to explore grant fnrnding in the fir*t ineknce then raise the
hatance loeally" ln due course we will he c*nslderlng variou* fund rai*ing events and
wsuld appreciate the ongoing suppont of the village as and whcn events are
aranged. ln the short terrn however some may wlsh tc rnake a donatian (or if you
prefer, a ptedge to make a donation pending ctarification of gr*nt funding) and any
offers of financial help at this utage would be greatly appreciated. We have opened a
e hurch R,esrovation Fund and any donations shoutd be sent to oun Tr*asurer $irnon
Fraser at $S High $treetAberdour. We woutd like tCI get on with the re-roofing $ssner
rather than later but cannot proceed untii funding i* in plaee.

lf you want ts know more ahCIut what we are doing speak tCI tlie Minister or env offise
beaner or better still corne along to St.Fillan's on a $unday and see for yourself.

Ewart Mc$kinrming
Firranee C*lnvenen

Open days f*r handbell ringing

Sumdays ?th October and 4th Novernber 2.30-4 pm Chursh Flall

trf you would like to ffy your hand (or hands) at bell ringrng rvhy not come along on one of
these days aud have a go

If yoll can count to 4 we ean teactrr y*r: how to play bells
no musieal experie*ce is required

Further information *vailable frffim the urinistor
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lf you are umable to attemd the Saeramemt of Connffirrnion in Churclt
Amd woultl like Comrmmniom in yCIur own home

Flease sp*nk with the xmimister or *ny of our elders

Ttrraalks to all who have provided artisles for ttris newsietter
If you havE an articie you would tke included or any suggestions as to what eise you would

like to see iu the newsletter pl*ase speak with any of the cotnrnittee"- na$res on inside erf front
pege

It you want a pastoral visit ". " . .. "

Occasionaliy ure hear of people ctisappainted not to receive a visit from the pastoral gro$p or
rdnister when they would have triked one"

A gentle reminder that hospitals do not infon* churahes when niembers are admittecl and that

tlre grapevine doesn't always work in letting inyself or the pastoral group lulow of problems"

If you especially want a visit for yntuself or someone else please tell the rninister, your *lder,
or our pastoral corwener - don't hope or assume tlrat sorneone eise wiil. TAat way we witrl

know of the situation and ensure that sorneone does visit.

Rermembrfi$ce Day Service
Sunday l tth November

10.00 AM
Church Hatrl

Followedby Short serviae of Remembrance
10.5sAM

War lVlemorial
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