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Interirn Moderator

Session Clerk

Clerk to the Board

Treasurer

Hall Convener

Roll Keeper

Magazine Editor

SOME USEFUL CONTACTS

Catherine Duncan, 43 Humbie Terrace

Karyn Crowe, 13 St. Flllan's Crescent

Simon Fraser, 55 Hlgh Street

Bruce Drever, 15 Inch Avenue

Bill Cochrane, 43 The Giebe

Colin Campbell, 16 Bellhouse Road

860611

86t721"

860361

860353

860786

850085

850201

860804

850s8s

823454

860851

Kirk Session working group leaderc 
i

Focus Group Eric Williamson, 9 Main Street

Link group Kathleen Fergus, Glenelg, Inverkeithing Road

(Ecumenical activities)

Pastoral Norman Macdonald, Watchhouse, Lower Glebe

Social Vacant at Present

Stewardship Ewart McSkimming, 5 Crowhill R.oad, Dalgeby Bay

Worship Vacant at Present

Yortth/Educatlon Sue Farrar, 3 Dovecot Park

Board Cornmittees

Finance Convener

Property Convener

Ewart Mcskimming, 6 Crowhill Road, Dalgety Bav

Graeme Stevens, 16 Manse Street

8234s4

86CI238

Imdex

General Assernbly Finance

Christian Outreach in St. Fillan's

St. Fillan's llandbell Ringers

A Shopping Ust ftom the Internet

The Aberdour Moftcloth

Childrenb Page

Frorn our Organist

A Pedet l{umber Square

Farish and Congregation Register

2

3

4

5

6

7

I
9

10

Thanks to all contributed to this
newsletter.

If you have an article you would like
included or any suggestions for the

newsletter please contact

Colin CarnPbell, 860085,
c. n.cam pbel I @ btinternet.com

Contributions for the October 2004
newsletter are required 'oY
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THE YACANCY * A FR.OGRM$S RETORT

been rnade fbr a

AS MOST OF YOU KNO\Y the Rev. Jrihn Murdoch preaclred on

1S April as s*le nominee fcr the cuff,flnt vacanclr at st. Fillan's and

*m drrly elected by a$ overwhelrni-trg majority in the vote r,vhich

followed the setr.ice. Duafemline Presbytery accepted the call and

mattef$ progtessed to the stage that provisiqnal aflangements had

service of Inductiot inJune subiect trl some formalities being completed.

.J

Hcvrever, as the T{ewsletter goes to yxess (20 May) we have heard that the R"ev l\dutdoch is

turairle to accept the call fot personal reasofr$" Slhile thete is no reason why we should not

tre able to proi.ed with a .r1l to St. Fillan's, the way in w-hich ttris wiltr happen are not known'

Flopefu[yLy the tirne you receive the Newstretter some progress will have been rnade ,:n this

matter.

T*{ffi ffe{ffiR6t{ R"SOF Aruffi pHA$ffi ? ffiF Tk{ffi C$-*t$ffi.eh{ Kffirq#weTx&ru

THE SLATES CIN ThlE RCIOF of the fhureh fire delarninating beeause

when the Chureh was reroofed in 1926 the slates were bedded in

mortar. Roof slates expand and csntract aeeording to the heat sr
eold frf ttre weather, hut beeause the undersides of the St. Fillan's

slates are fixed in rnryrtmr and unable to rneve, this has eaused the

slates tc split aparfi internatly. hlistsric Seofiand and ehureh exper$

a!"e agreed that rep|acement is fiow neeessarY , before danruaE* is done to the interlon of
the roof. At ttre sarTle tlrme there is much re-pointing required sm ell sides, except the

\ffest whieh wes repai!'ed under Phase L of sur Renovation $cl'leme.

The estimated cost of Fhase 2 ls f I"40,CI00. Future uncertfiifttim include ttie true neture

of any darnage and how many of the exist[ng tltes eam be reused. We have reeeived a

granLof up to €70,000 from Historic Scotland (the Heritase Lottery Fund has heen

Inable to help). With the Chureh Renovatiorr Fund eurrentiy standing at €71,697, we

have been aUli tCI inrltiate work. After a csrnpetitive tender Tod Taylor lrave been

appCIinted as out" architects. Further fund-naisEng mey well be rr€{essary as *re proiect

p!"ogresses"

?#HffiffiL-EFIAUM EffiCffiS$ YS THE Cf;{E'RCfl"{ &ru& VESTKY

BY OCTCIHER. 2004 the law !'equires thmt we make all reasonable
provision for disabled aecess to *ur butildinqs. The criterla heing what is
reasonable in the flireurfistances of eaeh slte ln terms of both flnanee,
practicability and in the cfise of the Chureh particularly, historic

importance.

Following advice from Historic Seotland and the Chureh of Scotland's Artistie Matters

Csmnrittee, we have purcha$ed two portable ramps. These will allotnr for wheel-cheir

&ecess to the Church through the door into the Chancel and thence clown the steps, past

the fcnt, into the nave. It is a simple matter for one, or better two, people to set up the

ramps in about five minutes.

planned Improvements to the Vestry will ine[ude eensideratiom of the provisian of wheel-

chair aceess to the toilet faeilities'

.]une ?004 :
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2OO4
EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP AND

FTNANCE

Avaifi abillty rf Financial Resources

Thls section of the report highlights matters of financial significance or concern, both
one-off projects and ongoing areas of work, These inciude the Tiberias Development,
the Netherbow Development, Social Responsibil[ty, Comrnunications and Pensions.

The Church of Scotland's three Pension Schenres are a matter of great concern, The
three schemes continued to show very large deficits at the end of 2003, While stock
market values inereased in 2003, a more prudent actuarial allowance for mortality
increased the liabilities of the Penslon Schemes.

Conclusion

The last four years have been extremely difficult in financial terms for the Church of
Scotland. Central expenditure has exceeded incorne by E19 million. Investrnents have
reduced in market value by over [35 million. Many Boards and Committees are ineurring
deflcits and using reserves to malntain existing work. The Board of World Misslon is
having to cut back on some areas of work as a result of investment in its Tiberias
development. The Churchk Fension,Schemes have moved fnonr an actuarial valuation
surplus of €8 million at the end of 2000 to a deficit of [56 mitlion at the end of 2003 (in
Financial R.eporting Standard 17 terms).

As costs increase, deficits mount, reserues dwindle and membership falls, it is imperative
that urgent strategic action is taken to address and resolve the problems inhenent in the
Rolling tsudget. This should lnvolve an examination of the money spent on Church
burildings and Parish Staffing.

At the same time, the need to teach and practise sacrificial giving throughout the Chureh
is paramount"

SPECTAT SELLECTIONS AruD CONGR.ffiGAYEGNAL GIVIF{G

The retiring collections after the March Communion services raised {293.55. Thls sum
was given to Chernobyl Chltrdren Lifeline, Dunfermllne and West Flfe Link, The 10
children will be arriving in June and our donation goes to ensuring they have a surnmer
in Scotland that they will never forget.

The retiring collection for the Jur,re Comrnunions will be for the Bethany Christian Trust,
Dunferrntrine Project. This project, based behind Viewforth Terrace, provides a drop-in
centre where people who have nowhere to sleep, often with prohlems of drug addiction
or mental health, can come for help, advice, hot drinks, food parcels, clothing and
toiletries. In 2003 there were 3577 visits by 410 individuals. The project needs [2CI,000
a year to this end.

END APRII- 2O$3 FIN&ruCTAfl- STATHMENT

The budget for this year forecasts a zero balance. To the end of April 2004
Congregational Incorne totailed 8L7,7L6. This was €91-6 less than budget.

2 June 2004
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PASTORAL VXSTTgNS

SINcf THE BEGINNING of the yeor rMinisfers/Visiting feams no longer
hova cecess to hospifal lists" rt is therefore very innpontant tc let fhe
postorol 6rcup or Session elerk know of anyone in hospital so that pcstoral
visits can be maintsined.

WEEKLY TAPE MINISTRY

IF You ARE LTNABLE to come to our selices and would like to receive
1.trp? either on a regular basis or as a "one off, please speak with Norrnan
Macdonald 860585

5TAl/UPS

THE CHURCH oF scoTLAND's world Mission made over f2,0001ast
y_ear selling stamps handed in frr:m congregations all over Scotland.
Help contribute to this by tranding tlaemin to susan lvlorton at 4, l\{anse
Street, Aberdour, telephone 86005 1.

#"
lirg

lff

Churc!'r Flowens

IF YOU WOULD LIKE either to donate flowers arranged by yourself or to nrake
a payment towards the cost of the flowers, please cbntaci ihe flo**, *rgunii*.
Mrs" Catherine Duncan at 960611.

CrE:che facilities at Clqureh Senviees

A cREcHE FACILITY is provided in the vestry each sunday during seru-ice
time, and parents attending worship are weleome to leave thelr children
there"

Date

First Thursday of the
month

DATHS FfrR THE MffiffiY

Tin'le ffiverat

12 noon to i.30 pm

Furt$res' detmEEs

10.30 am and
3.00 pm

l-unch in the
Church Hall

Sunday ?0lurne eommunion

June 2004 j



St" Filtran's Hamdbell Ringens

After a very- happy and successfulseasom fftr:s far, the SenrCIr Handbett ffir*gers
are busy at practiee for seyera I engagemenfs sfi/l ta c*rne, *ulrninat{ng in aur
having been asked ta play far an horlr at fhe Rosyftr Navy Day in June.

During flris seasoff, we hav* rung i* al"l A$erdo ur autumn concerf far ekarity; at
Dalgety $ay and at Gtenrattzes, &off: &ef*re Chrusfr+ras and recent{y at Sfenfon; af
ffre Queen Margaref ilospitatcJ"lnsfneas eoncer$; af Gra3rforffi House ir
Burntisland; at Abentour Day Cenfi.e; at the Hospree in Kirkealrty and af Ganrnare
Lodge Dunfennline.

A mosf enjoyabte day in Aprilwas spenf at the annualfiCafion*f Rally farthe
HandbellRrngers of Great Britain. Illrs was a specfa/ occasiom for all in the

nartb, as for ftre firsf time ever the Ralty was ireld in $eofland, af Ersklne BrueJge

Hotet. We very much enjoyed pfaying both far and with oflrer belbringing
enfhusjasfs from aft ovef Scotland and from souffi at the border; having the

chance af tuiti*n in the workshops; seeing disp/ays of mrusrc; seeing the rang*
and differenf sfyles of be/ls frorn varisus foundri*s amd meeting rnends ald and

new.

tn the auturnn mafiy af you ketped us raise sor?7e maney for thc purchase of
anothersef f beJ/s. ,Sad/y fftese ofeJ bells were faund fo be incompatible with the
sef we already awn. Ifiis preCicament is currentfy being sorfed ouf ard,in fime

we witl be usng the rnaney yau helpeat rs refse tar the pue*chase of offter belJs, fo

gradually add fo and eNtend our own sef.

Our Junior HandbeltRingers have also been busy praefisrng week by weak"

They foo pfayed at the Aberdaur autumn eancert with the procee{s goinE ta the

IA Unit at Qereen Margaret Ftosprfal; ttzey ptayed witk ffie Senror ffiroup af
Grayforth House; at bunblane in tke Handbetl Ratty for Schoofs, and by ffie frme

yau r*ad ffiis, fhey witf be ready to play at the emd-of-feffm Absrclaur Scftool
'Lsavers' 

Assembly . To Mrs tvlarie tvluszynskiwka trains the graup, fo parenfs

who suppart week &y week and tu each belFrfuger ... we{l done rndeedl

Sincere fharuks from ars al!, ga ta Marie far the ffme sfte so g€r,erous/y grtres fo

training Sofft SemE*r emd Junfar feanrs and far her help, enfhusiasm and
enco{/rastem*nt fo eaoft ancl eue4y one.

lf yau wauld tike ta play betls we wowfd fie glad to welcome yoa. Playing is a

chatf enge, it is fun and if brings iay fe fhose 
'for 

whorn we play" Think abaut
joining *s rn tfie autwmn wken we shaff begtn ailr fiew season.

Happy ${rrnrner ta atf!

ccdcdc

-cddddc
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"TIME TO G0 SHOPPiNG. i've just realised I'rn all out of generosity. i also want to take
back the self-satisfaction tr picked ulp recently. Maybe I can swap it for some humility. I
hear it wears bet[er"

"I'll throw out that self-indulgence I've had for too long and replaee it with $ome
kindness, I believe it's much betler for you" Oh, and patience. I saw some on a friend
recently and it was really very becominE.

"While I'm out I'll take my sense of humour to be nepaired" And I mr:st rernember to
pick up some goodness. trt's amazing how quickly you can run out of it. And I'll keep an
eye open for special offers on charity, optimism and love, You can never have too much
of these things,"

l{o dotlbt there are some things on the list which we could do with stocking up
ourselves.

A SHOPPING I.IST FROM THE INTERIUET
The words coffie from an unknown writer.

C[rernobyl Children
Eileen Harper would like to thonk oll those who have contributed so generously to
this oppeol. 5o for this year she hos collected EffA which hos been pqssed om to
the chority. Some people hove passed on silver ss uvall os coppers and this hos been
o greot help. 5t Fillsn's had special collections ot the AAorckr Communion services
cnd pcssed on another donstion from the Church.
Eileen asks thot we keep soving and she will hoppily poss the mCIney on.
dontributions con be passed on either through church off icers or by telephoning
her on 860151.

A NEW SCHE,I{E FCIR 6IVTN6 To e}"{ARIry

FROM APRIL ZAA4, individuqls who complete Self Assessmenf Tax Returns aresble
to norninote a charity to receive oll sr port of ony repoyment due to them. $t
Fillon's church is c regisfered cherity unden this scheme.

The Tox Return form incorporotes aGift Aid Declarotion and 6ift Aid fax on this
donafion t'vill be pcid without the Charity hoving to rnoke o cloim. Donstions u,uill be
poid directly to the eharity's bank account.

lune 2004 5



THE ABERDOUR MORTCTOTH
(From the Aberdour Kirk Session Records

reseqrched by fltiss Stewqrt, l'lowcroig Rood).

Ihe A/odclofh wos o Pallused lo cCIver fhe Coffin of s funerol snd wos hired frorn
fhe Kirk Session - lhe rnoney gothered in fhis woy wos used fo help fhe paor of
ihe vi/loge. Ihe matter exercised the minds of the Kirk Sesison on maJoccr:sions
oJJ ihese )iecrs 0go.

27rh Morch 1723.

This ooy it wos enocted thot ony mon who keeps {looks ofter} the mortcloth shclll

not presume to give the Best mortcloth to any thot iive on Chority or ore in c:

meon condition without the sdvice of two or three of the Flders otherwise he
must poy for it himself.

l6tt March 1728.

This day the new mortcloth bought ot Edinburgh on the first of this instont wcs
brought before the Session, view'd ond opprov'n" lt wos bought from one Dovid
Spence. Tlre Quontity wos lmprimis B % yds, of blqck veivet ot l8 shillings per
yord which omounted to seven pounds ond thirteen shillings sterling. ltem five %
yords of Block Sholloon of Eighteen pence per yord which omounted to Eight

shillings seven pence holfpenny. The whole wos Eight pounds one shilling

sevenpence holfpenny for oll which the Session hos his Dischorge.

l " Morch 17 56.

The Session in considerotion of their best mortcloth being some worn ond hoving
in their lost sederunt towered the price of it from five shillings to four shillings their
hcving this day resolved to purchose c new one which is to be let ouf of o (.."ron)

to the Session ond the Minr. Resolving to go to Edinburgh they hove given him

fifteen pounds in order to buy it.

20th July, 1V87.

The Minister represenied thot he had loid the bod stste of the Mortcloths before
o meetinE of the Heritors of yesterdoy the 24th instont and thot the soid meeting
outhorized him and the Session to purchase; either the HammermeRs Mortcloths
or new ones os they sholl see proper for which the Heritors will poy. The Session

oppoint Dovid Anderson ond Lcwrence Bolingal to commune with the
Hommermen ond to ocquoint the Minr. Of the lowest prices.ot which they ore
willing to dispose of their li,lortcloths.

2l't Moy, l82l .

Chorge for Mortcloths.

Chorge for the best Mortcloth 5l-
Do. Second Do. 4/-
Do. Cl"rild's Do.2l- second Do. I /8

Dues to the Beodle in town 6l-
Do. Do. in country 1/-
Da" For bidding the inhobitonts of
The Villoge to Funerols .". 1l-

6 June 2004
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God said to Airraham,
"From whene you ars,
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direetions...because
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FROM OUR ORGANI$T JIM FAIRLIE
That man at the 

,,kist 
0, whusfles,,

My input to the chu.rch serice this past month has been mostly on the music
of Handel and Bach and I have had sothe comthents.

knorv that

I did of course 'slip in'one or two pieces that caused more than a ripple i.e.,
Howard Goodall's version of the 23rd psalm, a few head scratching, ',I just

piece" (T.V. Addicts of 'Vicar of Dibleyj.

S9 tt'-* S-undayprior to Christian Aid Week a hymn setting of the ,Lords prayer,music
by Paul Sirnon 'The Sound of Silence'.

At the climax of the weekly service to serve the Dominican community of Los peres the
congregation stands with linketl hands to sing the Lord's prayer. It is sung in Spanish to
the tune of the 'sound of Silence', the 1966 sing perform*o rrv Simon anjGarfunkel,

In the Dominican Republic it is sung to a simple gr:itar accornpa.niment. Betrveen the
second and third verses the guitar continues anO the words of the Lord,,s prayer are read increole, the first language of Haitian,members r:f the congregation.

St. Fillan's did the English version of the concept.

(It maybe aiso of interest that the hymn 'silent night'was first hears to the accompaniment
of a guitar as a mouse hacl decided to make u **ul of the organ bellows, just before the
church service).

There are also several other pieces of music stamped in the public,s minds, sueh as:*
Bach: Air on a'G'stri,g - the infamous'Hamlet'cigar advert.
vivaldi Allegro from the Four seasons Autumn - T. v. pray fssar.r,
Khatchatr"lrian Theme from spartacus - The onedin Line
Moussorgsky Prornenade - Bank of Scotland

Beethoven Theme from the choral symphony - film closkwork orange
IVIozut A Musical Joke - Horse of The Year Show with his Syrnphony No. 40

captured by Intemational Showjumping.

My own favourite: (fur those of a more mature age) the film serial as a boy watching the
:?*boy Hopalong gry1div galtoping over the desert to the opening music of
Menqlelssohn's The Hebrides and Fingal's cave with it's ,rurhing riuu...

Although l must admit that it was a good few years later at a musical lecture during mynational service, that I actualll cottoned on'.

with music adapted in this way, a goorl or bad thing? I leave it to you" As a musician Itend to skirt around playing them, or risk "tr know ttat tune,,.

I June 2004



P.S. Again thanks to Eileen and Norman Macdonald ftr supplying the 'Music Kist' to the
organ loft. It must have been a real vrrench Norman".

P.F.S: Re the mi:dster vacansy at St Fillan's
A loeal newspaper &om Ayrshire rRas passed to me and in the diary colurnn (tr00 years
ago), that there were 75 applicants for the Coylton church minister vacancy, (a vitrlage on
the outskirts of Ayr). No shortage of Chwch of Scotland ministers in those days and
think ofthe work for the Vacancv Committee.

St. fiffert's {tn+cfres

ffre pface to 6e on the first {frurs$ay of every wlorutfr is {fre Cfrurcfi
Na{frt SoW nnd yi{ted'Roffs, y{us tea/caffee ftre serve{ t{tere f"o*
rz vtoow to t"goprn at a cost of er.5a. ffre foo{is good am{tfre
feffowsfriy is evevl 6etter"' Nrwevey we cow{d do witfr more
'w aitr es s es ll * flJsrsyls Jrv$vidbd

If yow cart frefu p{ease cowtact Saytdra (szSasa) or Catfrerime (seoCItt)

A PERFEfrT NUMBER $QUAR,ffi

,. 14 1"4 4

lt I 6

s 1CI t$ 5

I"3 2 3 !.5

Add across, dowR and diagonatty and you should get the sanne aRSWer. What is its
significance mnd where would you find it? Answer on the next page.

EElise de St Fillan's - Chiesa di St. Flllan
From David Grahan

For visitors to St Fillans fhurch this surnmer, information sheets are provided in finglish,
French and ftalian, highlighting some of the main polnts of interest in the church.

Thanks to all those that helped with the translations. Spanish and German
translattons a!'e planned for the future"

June 20fi4 I



PARISTI ANS CONGR€GATIOI{ R,EGISTEN.

Baptisms

Jesus said "!-et the children coffte to rne"

lt{arriages

God is fove and those who live in lave live in Gad, and #od lives in them

Bereavements

26 February
S Mareh
23 April

Andrew Srnith
Mrs. Ann Inglis
Mrs. Ellen Adie

Things beyond our seeing, things fuyond our hearing, tttings bey*nd our intagining kave

afl been prepared by God for tltose who love l"fim Corinthians Z:CI

l{emrbers gclng to other ehurehes

Mrs" Martha Smrker to Dunbar

By Transferenrc
Mrs, Christine Briffitt to eoventry City eCIrp$. Salvation Army

We wish tkem *very bf*sing as they move ts ansther spiritual ltome

ffetnr Memnhers

8y Transference
Mrs. Yvonne Nlsbet, I Humbie Tenrace

Constructiorr of the cathedral started in XBE2 and still continues today. It is a maior

tourist attraction in Barcelona and pa"ovides rnagnifrcent views of the cify.

WelcCIrne dfid w€ hope y*w enioy your fef/owsftip t'tere

Fleaseassirf in keeping tfse €hureh froll ery ts date by comWeAing

€a#i:,erine oanc*s8 {86g/6*t} or Bill €orjff,rame {86(1786}

Answer te the Ferf*ct Nunnber Square

Each line totals 33, the age J*surs was reputed tr: be when l"re died on the cross. The

squares appear at several iocations on the Temple de ia Sagrarla Eannilia in Barcelcna"

It is elairned that a total of 33 can be counted in up to 310 different ways,

10 lune 2SS4


