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Moderator

Session Clerk

Clerk to the Board

Treasurer

Hall Convener

R.o[i Keeper

Magazine Editor

SOME USEFUL COITTACTS

Rev" Peter Gerbrandy-Baird

Catherine Duncan, 43 Humbie Terrace

Karyn Crowe, L3 St. Fillanb Crescent

Simon Fraser, 55 High Street

Bruce Drever, 1"5 Inch Avenue

Bill Corhrane, 43 The Glebe

Colin Campbell, trG Bellhouse Road

86[522

850611

86072t

860361

860353

860786

86008s

86020i

860804

86058s

8234s4

860877

8608s1

Kirk Session worklng group leaders

Focus Group Eric Williamson, 9 Main Street

Link group Kathleen Fergus, Glenelg, Inverkeithing Road

(Eeumen ical activities)

Pastoral Nonnan Macdonald, Watchhouse, l-ower Glebe

Social Vacant at present

Stewardship Ewart McSkimrnirp,6 Crowhill Road, Dalgety tsay

Worship David F{annah, 3 The Glebe

Youth/Education Sue Farrar, 3 Dovecot Park

Boad Committes

Finance Convener

Propefty Convener

Ewart McSkimming, 6 Crowhill F"oad, Dalgety Bay

Graeme Stevens, 16 Manse Street

823454

86023S
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From our Organist 5

From our World Mission R.ep. 6
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Thanks to all contributed to this
newsletter.

If you have an article you would like
included CIr any suggestions fon the

newsletter please contact

Sol i n@cam Abel l. biqvin. gfq.uk



f,etter from fhe Manse

ILI THE T{I\4i: OF WRIT{F{G, C*rtherine X)uncrrn *nd { are spendning many Imurs p$uring

over the '&ius Btlok', thc beiok containing ali the neports tq:r thi* year's General Assei"nbly.

Sorme irnportant issLles will be clecided by the Assernbly, ineluding the continu*d re-

*rganisation of the Church of Scotla.nd's eentral bureau.cracy at "121", new ways of
traiming lbr particular ministries in fhe Churctr, and ur*tters relating tc re-strueturing tlie

e{inistny iffi;lf A-lid thsn there *re tiee rnor* oftsrtr$s tasks sucil as attending tire garden

party at the Faiace of Holyroodhcluse and the foioderatar'$ receptifin ...

For rne. the liighlight of tlae past few rnonth$ w&$ ,4pril's 'Ycuth selviee' ied by the

menlbers of St Fillan's -senior Sunday School. It was great to w*rlc" 'with seven aomrnitteci

ysull$ster$ afiri their Sunelay School teachers, w'ho alt -N*rk*d \ie,Y lnerd to nlake the

seryiee fl sufrcess"

Cln the day, they led us ali in r"snrship iri a lrfiry rneaningfr*tr way. Built al'ound a {hcme of,

'buiXying' ttrey bf}"ered prayer$, shared thoughts and r*ad Hible passagss, t:ri151nB out real

conce*os anci issues that confront present*tlay teenagers (amd $]&ny ottlers). iVi-y fevcurite

song that Suriday was "'God's LOl.e"',', $ung tel The Ftrinfstone's therne-tunel

Tlie Chrjrch is not el*ad, nor c{ying. T}re ssrvic* *rgamised try our ysLl$ser {blk shorvs that

the teactaings of Jesus tou6heo yo*rrg and t:kl, and that each &,lcseeding generation

responcls airesh to Christ'* inessage of l*ve and hope. Netv ways of r.vcrship cievelop to

rnelt difierer:t siliritrratr and devoiional needs, keeping the L-hursh a vibrant, living and

loving corn*runiryr, rendy to servo Clx'lst and F{is Cltureh.

Sunday 24 A,pril was a great ocrasion f'or the St Fillan's Farniiy, and frorn aii c*mtments I
have reeeived I can only con*lu*le everyone else r*4'ro was th*re enj*yerl the e;*'perienc*'

too. Let's ask tlaem t*: do it again before Cl"lristmas ...

()n pentecost ttry# nera. Elders ,,vere admitted to the Kirk Session" h{nrnie Renni* afiri

Alee Stlrling wiil make their own, unique ro*tributi*ns to the *piritual weh'ri.r* *f our

Cgngr*gatirria. 'n'he Church appears tc, he concentrating n trtlt olt its &{iriisrers, {atrxitriarv

an6 ?utl-ti*e), $e*cons and Reaqicr:s. trn so doing it seemrs as if w'e arr* in elanger *f
undervaluingr"rhe contiru.ied c*:ntl'ibution to the iife anei w*rk sf congregations ancl tlie

wider CtprrJi hy ttiousands in the Hlderstriip, Please ren:ernher our EitJers in 1"our prayers.

On 10 July rve will eom* tng*ther tbr a service af tirmi#sgiving fbr Vtr and VJ ilay
Flease shai* this ne'ws with thosci arour:id 5rt';u; there may be peopie wko do not rmme t* st

F"ilian's but vrho have reaspn ter jeiin trs fbr that occasi*n tt will be good to remember the

sacrifices of''the past. tr": givc thenks for great vistori*s won, and to dedicate ourselves to

strivimg {br poaee artd unity et home and abruad.

By nornr the sumn:er holiday $sasoil is aimost Llpon us. May your heilielay t"re a tir:re of
enjoyment" relaxation ;ilid *f recllarging ba.ttedes "

Yr:urs in Clarist,

Peb*r Gerbmmnelry'*Bm.i"md,

Sumrner 20CI5 t
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CHURCH NOTMS

P*6TSRAL VHSffiTTN6

ffiINTST"ERSI\ffiSITI NG TEAf,AS no ionE€r

have &**ess fo krospifnl lisfs, Xf is

tltene.fmnm vffiry lntpcrtunt to let th*
fiAinisten, $essiori Clerk un Psstoral 6roup

know of any*ne in [tospitefi so t]rut ps$toral

visits emm ba mcinf,sined"

Forth Shuretues ffiroup " Wor*hfip Cormmlttee

Report

As part of our cernmitument to rnaking the FeG wsrk we

have had e i/ery successftll Praise antl Wordtrip l\{usic

Worksttops with over forty people oonnlng aNong t*
particlpate in the singimg, bell rlnging and insffi;nnent

playing. Evenyone who name along trad a great time

and vue are hoping to hmve anCIther more structured get

together in the Autumln. if you are intenesterl in ioirlimg

us please let rne know. David ['{annah.

Hopefw[fly nmff &hfis snrmmer's Serecas&

St F*f;$mm-s Seottisk Couffitry ffiancing
Glasses

Abereieirr St Fillan's $eottish Country Dancing
classes start again on Wedr"lesday 14 September
from 7"4.$prm, ifi the Chursh !"'{all, l-^ligh $treet,
opposite the top CIf Shore Road.

RSCD$ qualified teachcrs Linda Cullen and John
Philp will take the classes lntneiducing many new

danees as well as ffie traditional 'old favourites'
suclr as tVlhairi's Wedding, $trlttinrg Eobhins and

Yfind on Loch Fyne. Anyone ie weleorne to come

frorn those wis!'ting to learn, absolute beginners,
nrsty leggers and dern teamers' There are no

age" f[rnits &s we have mernhers from 10 - 80

somethir"rg. Chltr}ren wor:ld be welcorne to come,

even if only up to half tirne, around 9"00pm, when
we breels for tea.

CIur classes &re very so*iable and we walk
through all of tt'le dances to make $LEre everyone
knswe wl'lat to do" [-ead hy our aecordisnist Bili

S'Donnsl! *ur elasses &re greixed, but we would
stillwe[conre mose men t* even up the balance'

!f yor* are &fl experienaed dancer and wCIt;ld like

to help out Jean's Dem TCIarn please let us know'

We aie eunrently rloing soeial dernonstrations for
lunch cluhs and eeil0dtts.

Unforturnately, thls year ws ere farced to inerease
the eost of cissses to f2.00- This is the first pr[ce

increase in over ten'l Years.

Ptrease eomtaqt rne if yryu need any iflCIre

inforniatisrr. David Hannah *60 S77

NATfi EKLY TAPH h,TINI$TRY

tr YOU AR.E UNASLE to soffiIe to our services

and would like to receive a tspe either ore a regutrar

basis or &s s "sfie of'f' please speak with Norman

Macdonald 860585

trt rained *nc! rair"lee{ ar'td rained
The everage fali wfis well rmaimtained

And whem ffie tracks were simPle hogs

It staded rm&ntEmg cats amd clogs

After a drought mS half &n hcur
We trad a most refreshlmg showuer

And then ttr'le rnnst fluri#us thimg uf all

A gemtle rain @an to fatt

Flext day but one was fmirlY drY

Save from the deluge fronra t["te sky
Whleh wetted the PlartY to the skim

And then at lest the rain set in

Rafrn
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Ma kefoventyFl istory" Ca m pa i gn

The f*llowing letter was sent t* the Modenntor sf the General Assenmbly int

March. A number of nther flfingregatlons haue sent sir.ttilar lettmrs"

We, the Congregation, Kirk Sessiom nnd Minister of, St. Fillan's Chr,rrch are writing to ask
you to organise a meeting between your $ucfie$sor, and the EritisFr Frinne Minister and the
President of the United l$t*tes of America t{uring th* ""G8" w.rmmrit t* lre held at
Gleneagles latcr ttris year. Both Govermment leaders are professing Christi&ns, and shouid
be willing to meet the chief,spokesman of their host*oountry's National Churoh.

We shculd iike th* htoderat*r to ask tfue tr.vo politicians whether they woulri be willimg to
spend an eqr.ral amoLrfit cn ttrle cancellation sf debts im the Third Worid as ttrre two
oountries hav* spent togetlt*r on nrilitarry ffiiatters eftrring the preceding year.

As defbnee and ancillary spendins f,er outstrip, spending q:n debt cancellatit:tt, sueh a

ge$ture rn ould make an efi$rmous contributioll to alleviating th* cr"ippling r3r*bt-b,urde*. in
Third ,r.r,trrld ccuntries, a*d wr:ukl be a rnajor i:ou.st f.u tlte "MakeF*vefi3'.8{istory"
canri:aign, organised by Ciuistian Aid and ottrrer ahrriti*s.

Our reqmest ip rooted in our belief that the Oid T'estament con*ept cf,-'Jubiled' needs to be

taken seriously, and tlut all of us shotelel follslw tire example of Jesus, and "prccl&.im good
news to the poor".

We urge you fr: errange sarctr a rnee{ing. T'he "G8" su{trmit in Scotlamd is a unique
oce{mimn, aald in this way the National Ctrrurch will make a real impact in this very
in"rportant oampaign.

If the twei leaders do agree to such a meeting, the3' may m*t wish the mectria to be prcsent,
althougtr that would be helpfui. If th,at were to be the ease, the Moderartor amd the trvc
politicians may consider rnaking a sraternent to the press after their rneeting.

We pray that you will have an enjoyable and rewarding tinme while you contiaue to serve
the Churcli as Moderator.

Yours sille.erely,

Peter Gerhramdy-Baird
fo{imister

Catherine Dunca*
S*ssinn Clerk

Surnnren 20fi5 &



FROfifr OtrR CIFT&ANf$T JNN FA[ffiLIffi

That rnan stilN atthe "Kist 0'Whustlesu'

THE PREVlOti$ EDlTlCIN of
this magaxine, produced a

cur"ious resetlt re George

Thornson, Robert Burn's

music publisher.

A telephone eail from Frank

Glynn, Aberdour, inuiting rne t* have a lo*k
at one of George Thomson s vioNins

Needless tu say a rneeting was ananged and

in St. Fit[an's amcient ohureh. I held ln my

hands the said vislin.

$lightly shorter than the n*rmail modern violin

(length and r*ridth), no doubt about lts age,

dull sf colour and coming ailart at some of
the seanms and sure enough irlside the casing

on the hottom cmrner wa$ a George Thsmsen

slgnature, lnserted chviously when t[':e

insfument was being eonstructed.

My only thought v,rhen handling it was tltat
Burn$, whn r;vas a violinist eould have held

that sam* [nsffurnent whilst deinonstnating

sorne panticulan nteindy.

My rnind was being canied mxay. $tifi ...".....

{Fower of the word, even with St Fillan's

church rnagazine)

Frank also passed me a h*k tCI read

"George Thomson 'the Friertd of Burns' His

Lite & eon'espond*nee. The signature unrier

a porfrait cor"responrls with th* one inside the

violin.

Thornsoui also during his Iifetiixc

conespomded professionally with amon gst

otfrers Beethnven and Hayder:, the gr*at

rnusie cCImposers of the day.

{Eeethoven appeared to be very memh in

favour of expanding '$ootttsh music'i

He dierJ in fris $4th yean, l Sth February t 851

and vums taid besid* [r!s wifc iffi Kensal Green

*ernet*ny, in l-ondem, an inscriptiom an the

stcne being wrifren by Chartres fiiekens who

incidentally manied his granddaughten"

it ls also interesting to note with the annual

Edinhurgh Festiwa* due that acenrdlng to the

Sccts Magazine in X8'tS Thoms$il wes very

murh engaged on the arangeft]snts for the

first Hdisrburgh Music Festival {wtnich frlted

the week be&ryeen 0ctoben 30 and November

S") and was also a direetsr.

Aecordfrmg to the $snk ftl}agarine the

celehrstton *re#ed such excitememt that for

rmany nlles round in alldireetions thcre was

not a post-hcrse to be ttad on any ro&d, and

trotels rnn$, and lodging houses were fuil.

Has anythlng chmnged cver the years?

{Oelete'post-horse' irisert'stagecomh'}.

lneidentally the Kist S'Whusfies is ncw bmic

in order, after reetifiaatioaT fclluwing the

urifmrtunate nainwater incidenfl Thanks to

Ken $inelai/s quick aetion {'m;tion man"} in

clearimg th* gutter fault making the situration

'rnincr' nmther than 'nmajeu'.

&&YffiS FffiR THffi MU&MY

Smffi

Finst Thursday of the
month

T$rare

12 r'lo*n to 3..30 pnt

10.30 elm and
3.00 prm

Eryemt

t-unch in the
ehurch Hall

Fwr$:kmr d$mE$s

Sunday L9 lune Cornnnunlon

I

sumffiler /uu} /+



Fn'omr *ur Wortrd Missi*n
Representafive

ffiavid ffiraahame

Tttank you for all the used starolps"

tast y'ear tire Chrrrch of Scotlanct
rais*d {z,8oz.4o fe:r t}re N*$iarooq
Sctrr**1for tli.e Bllnrl in Jerusalern.

This Srear th*-vliope to raise f3.ooo
lbr insecticidr: treateri r:ets f*r ti.re
ccNnrnunity arowrd the Chigoria
*Iospitni ln Kerrya"

Th.e scheine is [o reduce the
lnciderice of .siaJ.aria, a serious anri
sonnetimes a life-threatening disease,
whicir is trai:smitteel by mosquitoes"
liin*e the snosqrri.toes bite nenstly at"

night, tids rs r,t'hen protection- is the
rnost effe*tive. "Ihe most'vulnerable
grCIups are ),'rrun.g children and
pnegnant m:r,thers.

"fhe s*tlerne Lraii:"s the couxnunity on
malaria -" its prevention aracl control,
i'L sells elosquitr: nets and teaehes
hoi,s to treat th* nets with insectieide
to incnease their *ttectivenes.q - evefl
fcir those nct eovered hy the heclmet"

F{eeentXy t}:re sc,[:en:e has'br:en
exten"ded to provicle befuets at the
sui:sidised priee r:f ggp (n,*rcratr g;ti*e
f,*"zo) for;*]tr presnent ruclttier"s and
ctril.dreu under S year6. Th*se nets
ane being distd"L:uted hy lh* prr.rjc*t,
anct alrea*j3, ixmny of thc srr;ltps rnr:st
r,r:1n*rakrle to ccrrnpl.i*etiq:ns *f
rnalaria have b*en able to purchase
these suhsidised bredn*ts" Sut stiii
there are thuse in the comrnurriq,'
rqho cannot aftcrrrj t,o trlay even thi.s
rrri r*e

Yoi"r can hand in yu-lur used stamps
anur Sunday at Chr*r:r:h to h*ip this
prcje*t"

St Fillan's Church - Chariry
Fundraising Concert &
Barhecue * &l{onday 4 -trmly

Once agaln fit Fitrlan's Church ane
hosting a visifing American School
Chair. 'II*s year it wiil be Colorado
Springs Sumn:it Hnsemble, finatr year
students and friends, led by ft{;xcia
Flendricks.

,{berd*ur has become famous across
the USAfor it's hr:spitality to visiting
school groups and this )rear, as
previously I am }ooking for'hCI$t'
families tCI take two or three
menrhers of the choir group home for
tea" Cotlecting yCIur guests from St
Fillan's at 5.ooprn amdbringtng them
back for 7.oopxn" Everygroup has
said that the higl*igflt of their tour
was being taken into sornesneu$
home and belng rnade to feel like one
of the family"

This year, the tour arranger has
asked if, as the qth of .Iuly is
Ameriean trndepend"ence Day we
would arganise an af,ter concert
Barbecue and Get Tagether f*r the
Choir and Audtence - we will, with
the help of Aberdour and Dalgety Bay
Rctary Club.

trf'you woukl he willlng to take two or
three peaple horne f,or tea, corne to
the ccn*effi ancl barbecue clr heip in
any ottrer way please ccntact rne"
flavtd Hannah - E6c 8ZZ"

f su***r ?0sS



April
April

PARTSH AruS COIUGREGETXSru R^EGESTHffi.

ffiaBt$snms

March 3 Charles ANexander Mlehael MaePhee

lsobel Sophie Lyall
R.ebeeca Katheri ne Robinson

Jesus said "Let the children cort?e tfr rr?e"

Marriages

April 16 Roderlek f'lannah and Elsie March

God is !CIve and those who live in lCIve live in God, and €csd {ives in th*m

BereanerRemts

10
L7

March 2
March 30

April L5
April 3.$

May 2
May 14

Mrs. Mary t-iaggaffi
Mrs. Nan loXcGregor

Clraeme Lr:w
Jaek Gibson

David A. Dennisem
Mrs. Ma*ha Barker

Things beynor?d owr w{ng, things b*yontl aur hwring, things beyond awr imagining fiave all bren prepard

by Gsd for thss* wtto f*ve Nir* Csrinlfiians 2: I

Joimimg hy Tramsference

Mrs. Jacqueline Spiiane, 23 l"{iqh Street

Welcome, and we hope y*u eniolt your fellowskip here

please advise mditor mf any orui[$sfc]ns fronm above - these wi!! he imcluded n*xt tlnre

Summer ?0CI5 6



POSITIVE RESPONSES

Question: - what *,rff#* :Lffi:?::,:H:*l: ar have in common?
Answer: - All three arccommunal, strongly expressed responses of assent and approval of
something that has just been said.

I have personally been aware of such heartfelt responses at 3 events recently - at the
schoolchildren's afternoon tea party to mark the retiral of John Pegg, our local sclpols
janitor, when their 'Mr. Pegg is the Best" raised the root at an annual class reunion last
week when the warm welcome expressed by this year's host to someone unable to come
for several years, was eehoed loudly and gladly by the rest ofus. And thirdly, on Easter
Sunday at St. Fillan's Church during the celebration of Communion.

Hang on a minute though! I began bytalking of 'strongly expressed responses'- but while
this was certainly true of John Pegg's'do', and at the class reunion, am I the only one in
the congregation who feels that when givep the opportunity to respond with one clear
voice, it comes across as rather peelie - wally and tentative - if indeed at all. And that's
just the Amens!

When it comes to the ancient and beautiful statements and responses during the actual
Communion liturgy, it seems very often that we are over-taken Uy a kind ofpious
diffrdence, so that the ancient tradition ofthe Minister leading and the congregation
responding firmly, has now become'a one man band'.

Maybe I was lucky to be brought up in a church where all the congregational spoken
responses were offered up as prayerfirlly, but also as heartily, as the singing ofthe Psalms
and Hymns.

The words of the Responses in the Sacrament of Courmunion go back a long way in the
history of the Church of Scotland, and, to quote from 'An Outline of Christian Worship'
by W.D. Marshall, published in 1936 and republished up till 1958 to allow clranges and
amendments, "after due deliberation and experiment "The Book of Common Order" 1940
appeared as the authorized standard ofthe Church of Scotland. This version was replaced
by a revised Book of Common Order $ 1979 by the C. of S's Committee on Prblic
Worship and Aids to Devotioru which is still in use today.

It still contains all the Minister's words and the congregationai responses during the
Sacrament of Holy Comrnunion - i.e.

The Salutation
Minister: The Lord be with you. The People: And also with you.
Sursum Corda
M: lift up your hearts. P: We lift them up to the Lord
Sanctus
M: Holy- Holy, Holy Lord God Alrnighty, Heaven and earth are full of your giory.
P: Hosanna in the highest.
Benedictus
M. Blessed is he who comes in the narne of the Lord. P. Hosanna in the highest.
Agnus Dei
M: Lamb of Godthat takest away the sins ofthe World, P. Have ulsrcy ;upon us.

M: Lamb of God that takest avray the sins of the World, P: Have mercy upon us.

Summer 2005
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M: Larnb of God, that takest away the sins of the World- P: Grant us thy peace.

Recently, someone at church remarked to rne on how enthusiastically the congregation

sings these days.

Would that we coutrd also lift up, not just our voices in song, but our voioes in response to
prayers, and during the Sacrament of Communion. I hope very much that maybe

someone else, who has perhaps 'lost their tongue' for a while, will find it again and join
with me in offering all our responses in clear affirmation and to the glory of God.

I finish with two quotations:

From the Baok af Common Order, 1979, as part af the Introduction

It is clear that the language of today rnust be pressed into the service of the Church not
just because it is moderrq but because it has a corfribution to make to the mission and

service of the Church. It is equally clear however, that traditional prayer language rnust

bs used and developed in the service of the Church, not just because it is traditional,
hallowed by usage centuries long, but because it has a contribution to make to the worship

and mission of our Church because it is an art-form of rare quality and part of our culture.

From The Presbyterian Churches, 1928, written by Dr. James Moffat and referring to the

situatton tn the mtd 19c.

The reaction against liturgies in Scotland was partly due to an honourable but exaggerated

devotion to freedom in spirit and worship, as though this was incompatible with the use of
any forrns of prayer. It is a pity when minds work by rea*tion. Progress is not attained by

recoiling as far as possible from what other people hold, nor by discarding a practice

incontinently either because it is being abused by contemporaries, or because it has

acquired sorne compromising associations. Unhappily Presbyterians for atime parted

with some precious elements in their heritage of worship - and one of these was orderly

liturgical praysr, which like good anusic acquired odium frorn its connection with
episcopacy. It was for a long time believed that spontaneou$, uaptesleditated prayer was

more inspired than any carefully drawn up collect. Even the Lord's Prayer has been

tabooed! These sad days are ov6r. It is at last beconring more and more recognised that

we are &ee to use forms ofprayer in our worship.

You may not agree with my point of view. That's great, because you can continue the

discussion in the next issue ofthe Church magaztne. Dialogue shared among friends is

always usefui.

Hopefully not this summel,i hrecast

Rain

It rained and rained and rained
The average fall was well maintained

And when the tracks were simPle
bogs

It started raining cats and dogs
After a drouEht of half an hout'

\AJe had a most refreshing shower

And then the most curious thing of
all

A gentle rain began to fall
Next day but one was fairly dry

Save from the deluge from the
sky

Which wetted the ParS to the skin
And then at last the rain set in
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